Doña Toña Discussion Questions

1. Does the author use direct or indirect characterization to describe Doña Toña?  Provide an example to support your answer.  How does the characterization of Doña Toña affect the plot of the story?

2. What is the setting of this story?  How does the setting affect the plot of “Doña Toña of 19th Street”?
3. Discuss the persona and reputation of Doña Toña.  Is there dissonance between the two?  Explain why or why not.

4. What is the conflict between Doña Toña’s role as the curandera and her role as the neighborhood doctor?  How might this conflict represent or symbolize intergenerational relationships throughout the neighborhood?  Explain.

5. What is a possible theme for this story?  Provide support for your response.

6. From what point of view is this story told?  What, if any, affect does this have on any of the other literary elements (i.e. plot, setting, character/ization, theme, conflict, etc.).  Explain your response.
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