Anne Frank Theme Activity

Text: Anne Frank – the Play Film: Anne Frank --  the Movie 

Length of Activity = About 2 days

Objective: To practice identifying the message in specific types of media; To practice writing a literary analysis
The message that the author is attempting to share with the reader about life, society, humanity is called _________________.  Some texts have more than one theme or message.

PART I. How to identify a theme:
Think about what the author is trying to say to the audience about life, society, humanity, human struggle/ triumph.  For more help go to PART IV and view the “Topics” list!

PART II.  Possible Themes for Anne Frank:

	Theme/Message
	What does this mean?
	Evidence Found in play/ movie/ both?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


GOOD WORK!  The themes that you brainstormed above represent an example of providing analysis of a text!  An analysis is when you examine and break information down into parts to study and understand its meaning. Analysis requires students to "read between the lines," make inferences, and find evidence to support generalizations.
**This is what we mean when we ask you to “make a point” in your response questions; we are asking you to provide an analysis of the information/ reading.

PART III.  Providing Evidence to Support your Analysis:

	Theme/ Message
	2 or More Pieces of Evidence from “texts”

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


PART IV.  Put it All Together/ Writing Your Literary Analysis:

Now use the brainstorming ideas you created to write a thorough and clear response (literary analysis) that answers one of the questions below.  THIS PART WILL BE DONE INDIVIDUALLY, ALTHOUGH YOU MAY GET SUPPORT FROM YOUR GROUP.
Choose one of the following topics and write an analysis of the theme presented. You will be: 

1) stating what the theme is

2)  explaining how this is a theme of the play/movie 

3)  giving details to support this theme

Topics:

A. What does this play/film reveal about freedom?

B. What does this play/film reveal about the power of love?

C. What does this play/film reveal about courage?

D. What does this play/film reveal about hope?

E. What does this play/film reveal about good and evil
F. What does this play/film reveal about the concept of change? Does it support one change generalization more than another?
G. What theme is implied by the following quote by Mr. Frank:

“There are no walls, no locks, no bolts on a person’s mind.” Act I, scene 2, page 379.

H. What theme is implied by the following quote by Mr. Frank: “We don’t need the Nazis to destroy us. We’re destroying ourselves.” Act II, scene 3, page 426.

I. What theme is implied by the following quote by Anne: “It does make life more bearable to have someone with whom you can exchange views.” Act II, scene 2, page 424.

Step 1: Choose a topic

Step 2: Choose a theme from your brainstorm that connects with the topic

Step 3: Review & add to your list of evidence (quotes, events from the play, actions, characterization) to support that this is a theme of the play.

Step 4: Write your analysis A) State the theme B) Explain the theme B) Support the theme C) Conclude

Symbolism and Theme:
Now that you have analyzed the theme and supported your analysis with evidence from the text- let’s practice using symbols!

On the blank sheet of paper provided, create a symbol that best represents the theme you have chosen for “Anne Frank”.  Be sure to also include on your creative visual: 1) The theme of Anne Frank; 2) your literary analysis of the theme.
