Activities for Improving/ Revising Your Memoir

1. Thesaurus: Find “boring” words and look them up in the thesaurus so that you can replace them with “spicy” words. Examples:

Boring word



Spicy Word
Fun




Exhilarating

Ran 




Sprinted

Pink




Magenta

2. Sensory Details: Make a list of sensory details.  On a separate piece of paper, make five separate lists: smells, feelings (touch), sounds, sights, and tastes.  Then go through your writing and fill in the list with sensory details that you may have forgotten to include.  After you make the list, include these details in your story.

3. Show, Don’t Tell: Underline any “telling” sentences in your story and then re-write them as “showing” sentences.  Examples:

Telling:

It was really hot outside.

Showing:

The ice cream melted onto our hands before we could finish our cones, and sweat trickled down our backs from our damp and sticky necks.
4. What did you learn?  Add a section to the end of the story in which you reflect on what you learned or gained from this experience.

