8th Grade LA

Name:________________

Mrs. Bugg


First Quarter: Directions for Weekly Homework (Regular)






*All homework is due on Friday. You may turn it in on Wednesday or Thursday for extra credit.
*If you know you will be absent on Friday, please turn in your work on Thursday.
What you should know about Mrs. Bugg’s 8th Grade Language Arts homework:


1. Students use writing as a way to reflect on reading.


2. Teacher-student correspondence extends the reflection.


3. Writing about reading allows students to think more deeply.


4. Writing exchanges between two readers (student-student and student-adult) helps students deepen understanding of their reading.


5. This homework allows me to respond to every student and build a relationship based upon reading, writing, and thinking.


6. I can also more clearly see strengths and weaknesses in all three areas, which allows me to better tailor instruction for each individual.


7. Students make connections between published works and the world in which we live/ experience in order to make learning relevant and purposeful. We troubleshoot difficult books together.


8. All of the writing is first-draft: unpolished and unrevised, but still thoughtful, personal, and specific to literature and reading.








STEP 1: Choose a memoir or an autobiography* (must be DIFFERENT from Summer Assignment). 





The following memoirs/autobiographies are available through your language arts teacher:


The Autobiography of Malcolm X		Into Thin Air 


Bad Boy 				I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings              Having Our Say 











STEP 2: DIVIDE the number of pages in your book over 6 WEEKS. Read the assigned number of pages each week.








STEP 3: 


Use AT LEAST 5 of the VOCABULARY & CONTENT TERMS 


UNDERLINE each vocabulary and/or content term that you use.


(a) On weeks 1,3,5,7, write a 5-7 sentence summary of what you read.


					AND


 Write a paragraph answering the weekly Response Question found on the front of this sheet.





(b) On weeks 2,4,6,8, write a one page freewrite on the topic of your choice as it pertains to your book. THIS IS NOT A SUMMARY!!








STEP 5: Put all new homework in the left pocket of your folder and submit by assigned due date. 


(NO LATE WORK)








STEP 4:  Get PARENT SIGNATURE on the instruction sheet on the back of this page.








