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Question: What is “crazy paving” and how does it help me?
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• first described by Murch and Carr (Department of Radiology, Brompton Hospital, London) in 1989 in 6 pts with pulmonary alveolar proteinosis: "white, branching linear opacities forming the 'crazy-paving' appearance are felt to represent thickened interlobular septa between secondary lobules." (Clin Radiol 1989;40:240-3)

Two case series:

• Takeshi Johkoh et al.Crazy-paving Appearance at Thin-Section CT: Spectrum of Disease and Pathologic Findings. Radiology 1999 211: 155-160.

Of 5123 pts who had HRCT in teaching hospital in Japan, 46 were found to have crazing paving on HRCT as reviewed by 2 radiologists (21 male, 25 female).  The findings were correlated with the ultimate diagnosis, as determined by biopsy (20), clinical correlation (21), or autopsy (5).  Also, all 361 lungs obtained at autopsy were inflated and fixed, then underwent CT, and 20 of these showed a crazy paving pattern.  After review of histologic slides, authors conclude that CT finding is not necessarily due to thickening of interlobular septa, but can be due to airspace disease alone.  Pasted below are correlated diseases:
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• Murayama S et al. "Crazy paving appearance" on high resolution CT in various diseases. J Comput Assist Tomogr. 1999 Sep-Oct;23(5):749-52.

10 cases of crazy paving found in Japanese teaching hospital: 4 PCP, 1 Alveolar Proteinosis, 1 UIP, 1 pulmonary hemorrhage, 1 ARDS, 1 acute radiation pneumonitis, 1 drug induced pneumonitis.
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good reference for more complete list at 
















