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BREIF HISTORY OF THE JEHOVAH’S WITNESS RELIGION

• Christin sect founded in 1870s by Charles Taze Russell in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

• Russell's family were respected members of Presbyterian Church

• At 13, left the Presbyterian Church to join the Congregational Church

• At 16, began to question certain contradictions within Christianity

• At 18, attended presentation by famous Adventist preacher Jonas Wendell

• Deleoped renewed zeal that the Bible was the word of God, and all Christians had responsibility to preach the gospel

• Because they had found significant errors in Christian belief, his group was re-baptized in 1874

• Watch Tower Society officially chartered in 1884, members extending throughout New England, Virginia, and Ohio

• Published multiple books, newspapers began syndicating sermons worldwide

• Estimated readership of 12-15 million people in US

• Death in 1916, followed by Joseph Franklin Rutherford

ETYMOLOGY

• Jehovah (Yaweh in Roman Catholic Jerusalem Bible) appears almost 7,000 times in Hebrew Scriptures

• Most Bibles place substituted words GOD or LORD in large and small capitals

 -  “I am Jehovah. That is my name; and to no one else shall I give my own glory" (Isaiah 42:8)

 -  "Ye are my witnesses, saith Jehovah, and my servant whom I have chosen; that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he: before me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am Jehovah; and besides me there is no saviour." (Isaiah 43:10, 11)

-  “YOU are my witnesses,” is the utterance of Jehovah, “even my servant whom I have chosen, in order that YOU may know and have faith in me, and that YOU may understand that I am the same One. Before me there was no God formed, and after me there continued to be none. I—I am Jehovah, and besides me there is no savior.”  (Isaiah 43:10, 11)

BRIEF THEOLOGY

Notable difference between Russell's scriptural interpretations and those of Catholics and some Protestants

• Afterlife: disputed concept of a burning Hell, but maintained that there is a heavenly resurrection of 144,000 righteous, and the remainder of mankind sleeps in death, awaiting earthly resurrection

• Trinity: Russell believed in the divinity of Christ, but believed that Jesus had received divinity as a gift from his Father after dying on the cross, and that the holy Spirit is not a person, but a manifestation of God's power

• Neutrality: many JW do not salute flags, sing nation anthems, pledge allegiance to states or nations, or serve in military organizations "They are no part of the world, just as I [Jesus] am no part of the world"(John 17:16); Russell interpreted the outbreak of WWI as a the beginning of worldwide anarchy

DISFELLOWSHIPPING

• serious violations of the Bible's requirements as understood by JW result in disfellowshipping (=excommunication)

• this is not automatic, even if a person is accused

• often a committe of elders will hold a judicial hearing

• sometimes accused classified as "disassociated" if practiced inappropriate conduct but no hearing is possible

• disfellowshipping is not necessarily permanent, if a person repents on his former conduct, he may be reinstated

• shunning, or ignoring a person after disfellowshiping, is often practiced, and upheld by the US Supreme Court in 1987

ORIGINS OF REFUSAL OF BLOOD

• Rutherford wrote in 1939 'life is in the blood and that the blood must not be eaten', in answer to a letter of a Witness who wondered if the eating of pork was scripturally allowed

• WWII: inmate at women's concentration camp Ravensbrück refuses to eat blood sausage

• July 1, 1945 - Watch Tower Society introduced prohibition of consumption of blood

• until 1961 - no direct earthly consequences, but offender would eventually have to stand trial before God

• Jan 15, 1961 - disfellowshipping starts - In "Questions from Readers" section of The Watchtower, an offender would be deemd "a rebellious opposer and unfaithful example to fellow members"
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