ASYMETRIC CHEST SYNDROMES
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UNILATERAL CHEST SYNDROMES

	FINDING
	Consolidation

w/ open bronchi
	Consolidation

w/ plugged bronchi
	Pleural effusion
	PTX
	Pleural thickening

	Breath sounds
	bronchial
	↓
	↓
	↓
	↓

	Adventitious sounds
	late inspiratory crackles
	-
	-

or rub above effusion
	-
	-

	Percussion
	dull
	dull
	dull
	resonant
	dull

	Fremitus
	↑
	↓
	↓ *
	↓
	↓

	Egophony
	present
	-
	-

or present above effusion
	-
	-

	Tracheal shift
	ipsilateral
	ipsilateral
	contralateral
	contralateral
	ipsilateral


*fremitus may be increased above an effusion

Consolidation

Con = with ; solid: 

 BLOOD:  Pulmonary hemorrhage

 PUS: Pneumonia

 ATELECTASIS

INSPECTION

1. chest normally expands with inspiration; diseased side may not

PALPATION

1. train track principle - solid transmits sound vibrations better than air

2. speaker principle – if you want to feel the speaker vibrate when you put your hand on it, don’t wear insulated mittens (fremitus is decreased by anything that isulates you’re your hand  (such as pleural fluid or pleural thickening)

↓BS
Consolidation w/ open bronchi

Consolidation w/ plugged bronchi

Pleural effusion
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PTX

DTP

+                                    -

      Consolidation w/ open bronchi

PTX

      Consolidation w/ plugged bronchi

      Pleural effusion

      Pleural thickening

FREMITUS

+                                    -

       Consolidation w/ open bronchus
         Consolidation w/ closed bronchus

       (Confirm: + EGO, +WHIS PEC)           Pleural effusion

  


         Pleural thickening
  TRACHEAL SHIFT

ipsilateral                                                   contralateral
       Consolidation w/ closed bronchus                      Pleural effusion

       Pleural thickening
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