Welcome to Kentucky

Get ready to explore some of our states landforms and natural attractions 

on this virtual field trip.



Kentucky is home to many natural attractions. Tourists from all over the world come to visit our state and we are lucky enough to have these resources in our own backyards. Let’s explore some of these wonders to see what makes them so special and unique.


We will begin our trip near our hometown of Louisville. The Falls of the Ohio are located just across the Ohio River in Clarksville, Indiana. [image: image1.jpg]


This 386 million year old fossil bed lies on 220 acres making it one of the world’s largest exposed fossil beds. Can you find what rock makes up the fossil bed and how scientists know this? The fossils are proof that millions of years ago an ocean and coral reefs covered the area. What were the weather conditions of the falls during the Devonian time period?

Next, let’s travel east to Slade, Kentucky. Slade is home to the Red River Gorge and Natural Bridge State Parks. These parks are both located within or near Daniel Boone National Forest. Red River Gorge boasts great camping and numerous hiking trails winding among over 100 natural stone arches and rock formations.
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How were these arches formed? The arch at Natural Bridge spans 78 feet and is 65 feet high. This stone arch was naturally carved over millions of years.

Now that we have looked at some natural attractions above ground, let’s head to Cave City in south central Kentucky to explore Mammoth Cave. This cave has over 367 miles of passageways and is known as the longest cave in the world. 
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Do you know what types of plants and animals live in the cave? See if you can find five. The cave offers views of beautiful stalactites and stalagmites and is even home to an underground river. Do you know the difference between the two cave formations?

Some of these beautiful sights may have been new to you and others might have been sights you have explored before. Now that we have toured some of the exciting natural resources in our state, I urge you to get out and explore some more!

Resources:

http://img.mqcdn.com/mqatlasenglish/kentucky
http://www.fs.fed.us/r8/boone/districts/cumberland/redriver_gorge.shtml
http://www.fallsoftheohio.org/
http://physics.nku.edu/geology/Seminar%20Geology%20Field%20Trips/Natural%20Bridge/index.htm
http://www.redrivergorgearches.com/
http://www.nps.gov/maca/
http://www.goodearthgraphics.com/virtcave/staltite/staltite.html
http://www.goodearthgraphics.com/virtcave/stalmite/stalmite.html
