I always tend to think that I’ll make the right decision when the time comes, but I’ve stumbled across something much more difficult than I ever expected this time.  Today, I’m sitting here wondering if my job will last, if my funds will expand, and if my bad luck will continue…then again, what does luck have to do with anything?  I’m not asking you this question, but I’m just asking the question…no one can answer that question.  It happens to be one of those questions that may end religiously…such a controversy.  At this point, I think that I should stop while I’m ahead.  I’ll never mention the word luck from this point on, and I’ll apologize ahead of time, because I’m sure the word will come up in light self conversation…its something that I don’t think that I can avoid saying, let alone thinking.  

I hope you’re not offended by my forthrightness.  I intend to be very direct and very forward with my audience, namely YOU.  Now I don’t want you to be led in the wrong direction as far as that goes, because I have no idea who “you” are.  You could be anyone.  An elderly gentleman who just got back in the habit of reading books, and chose this one because it looked so lonely on the shelf; or perhaps someone referred this book to you…they may have said, “I read that book, and it was ok,” so you thought that you would form your own opinion of it.  Well, don’t feel obligated to read any further.  In fact, if you’re already having doubts about the book, please close it.  I’ll give you that opportunity right now.  Of course, if you have already closed the book, you would not be reading this part, and you need not wonder…perhaps I should end the dialogue to those who have chosen to close the book.  My audience is now narrowed to those who have chosen to stay with me.  I will give you several opportunities to close the book throughout the course of the narrative – or biography, or autobiography, whichever way you would like to interpret it – so please don’t be alarmed.  

This is not a “choose your own adventure” story.  I don’t intend to end your experience any sooner or later than you expect.  But everyone is entitled to his or her opinion.  I will not object to this opinion, and if you have any adverse information to display, I will leave my mailing address for you to contact me in order to let me know.  I also welcome non-adverse feedback, but I do not expect that any will come.  I have learned to expect nothing – not even the concept of luck.  And there you have it, I’ve said that word that I said I would not say.  Since I have already apologized for saying the word that I knew I would say, but that I said I would not say,  I will not apologize again…but I will warn you that this occurrence will not be the last.  

Good luck, and may this adventure take as you far as you’re willing to be taken.

