“You can't wait for inspiration. You have to go after it with a club,” Jack London.


Senior Research Paper Criteria

You are about to embark on a lengthy, but worthwhile and rewarding journey.  Your major project of the second semester will be to write a Research paper.  The paper must be on some aspect of the development of British Literature.  You will go through the process of selecting a topic, researching your topic, writing a rough draft, utilizing correct MLA formatting within your paper, and finally, producing a final copy.  You will be expected to submit parts of the paper for the next three marking periods in order to receive credit:  Fourth marking Period – 4 parts 25 points each; Fifth Marking Period – 3 parts 25 points each; and Sixth marking Period – final copy 25 points.  Your final copy will be due Wednesday May 23 in class…. No exceptions.  If you hand in your paper late it is 1/4 off per day.

Points of Interest:

· Topics may include:  issues, books, authors, person, subjects, etc…from the Anglo-Saxon Period through the Romantic Period.

· Your paper will include:  thoughts, opinions, critiques, etc…from books, journal articles, and online sources.  5 sources minimum…4 books and 1 Internet source or 5 books and 2 Internet sources etc…

· You must have 5-6 direct quotes within your paper.  Make sure to use correct MLA formatting when doing this.
· You must follow standard MLA writing guidelines.  Yes, this means you need to create a Works Cited page and a Bibliography.

· Your paper must be at least 10 pages in length.  This does not include a title page or your Works Cited page!

· Your paper must follow these guidelines:  12 point font, Times New Roman style font, double spaced, name and page number in either the Header or Footer, cover page, and 1 inch margins.
Choose a topic you feel comfortable writing about.  Make sure you are impassioned about the topic so you give it a sense of freshness and dedicated awareness when you are discussing your insights concerning the topic.

Do your opinions count here?  Well, in a sense, yes, of course they do.  Isn’t your thesis an opinion of sorts?  And, when you choose your sources, don’t you choose the ones that support the message you want to convey?  You are writing this paper, not the authors of your sources.  They only add “fuel to your fire!”  Support your thoughts with facts and direct quotes from good sources.

State – Explain – Support – Use Examples by Quoting – Cite your Quotes!!!!!!!!!

DO NOT PLAGIARIZE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

TO DO SO WILL HAVE DIRE CONSEQUENCES…. AND I WILL FIND OUT IF YOU DO.  

Checklist for Senior Research Paper

Fourth Marking Period:

1.  Topic selection:  you may choose your own topic.  You must choose a topic within the Anglo-Saxon through Romantic Periods in British Literature.  (See other side for more info on topic selection).  You must submit 3 possible topics on an index card. 
Due Monday February 12th 

________ 25 points

2.  Thesis statement:  you must submit a thesis statement for each of your 3 topics on an index card.  Make it a tight question or statement.  Don’t leave me wondering what you will be discussing.

Due Monday February 12th  

________
25 points

3.  Narrowing your topic:  once approved, you must narrow down your topic submissions to 1 topic choice.

Due Thursday February 15th  

_________
25 points

4.  Outline:  you must provide a working outline for your paper.  Include thesis, intro, points of interest, conclusion, etc…

Due Tuesday February 27th  

________
25 points

Fifth Marking Period:

1. Note taking:  you will learn the various forms of note taking (information found in your MLA Handbook):  Summary, Paraphrasing, and Direct Quoting.  You must submit 2 samples of each type on an index card.

Due Monday March 19th 

_________
25 points

2. Works Cited:  you will learn the correct MLA format for creating a Bibliography/Works Cited page (see handout).  You will submit your Bibliography/Works Cited page.

Due Monday March 26th  

________
25 points

3. MLA notations & 4 written pages:  You must submit 4 written rough draft pages that include parenthetical notations (MLA style).  Corrections will be made for you.  Your final copy must adhere to any corrections made in order to be accepted for credit.

Due Wednesday April 18th  
________
25 points

Sixth Marking Period:

1. Final copy of Research Paper:

Due Wednesday May 23rd  

________
100 points

Research Paper Topics

Anglo-Saxon Age

1. Beowulf as an epic hero

2. Beowulf as a reflection of the Warrior Culture

3. The function of the Oral Tradition in the development of British Literature

4. How Beowulf is a transition from the Pagan tradition to the Christian Tradition

5. The importance of the Oral Tradition as a means of keeping the history of the culture alive i.e. Beowulf and King Arthur.

6. The use of symbolism as found in the Anglo – Saxon lyric poems

7. Beowulf as a modern hero: prototype of a hero

8. Beowulf as a study of the classic struggle of good vs. evil

9. The transition from the Oral Tradition as found in The Seafarer/Beowulf to Chaucer

Shakespeare

10. Themes in Hamlet/Macbeth
11. Symbols in Macbeth/Hamlet
12. The modern concept of Romeo and Juliet
13. Macbeth, an analysis of an ambitious man

14. Imagery in Macbeth/Hamlet
15. Shakespeare’s tragic view of man

16. The tragic dimensions of Macbeth/Hamlet

17. The use of the supernatural in Macbeth/Hamlet 

18. The Globe theater and William Shakespeare

19. The theme of revenge as found in the play Macbeth/Hamlet
20. Women and the Elizabethan theater

21. The role of women in Shakespeare’s plays i.e. Juliet/Ophelia. Gertrude/Lady Macbeth: A comparison of the characters

22. Shakespeare’s concept of love as found in the plays Romeo and Juliet, Hamlet.

23. The significance of Shakespeare’s tragedies

24. Shakespeare’s plays as a reflection of his time

25. The impact of the Globe Theater on modern theater

26. A character study of Macbeth/Hamlet as a man driven by passion

27. Contrast the characters of Lady Macbeth and Queen Gertrude

28. Contrast the characters of Claudius and Macbeth

29. Power couples: Macbeth and Lady Macbeth: how they contributed to each other’s downfall.

30. An analysis of the character of Hamlet: not as a tragic hero

31. The function of the supporting characters in Hamlet/Macbeth
32. The history of the plays Macbeth/Hamlet
33. The role of women in the play Hamlet
34. Revenge and the character of Hamlet

35. The question of Hamlet’s madness: real or pretended

36. Elizabethan superstition and Hamlet’s ghost

37. Laretes and Fortinbras as foils of Hamlet

38. The religious aspect of Hamlet analyzed

39. The death of Hamlet: murder or suicide

40. Macbeth and the use of violence and its effect on the outcome of the play

41. Macbeth: the psychological effect of the witches

42. Macbeth’s themes of good vs. evil: which really won

Medieval Age

43. The Canterbury Tales as a reflection of the values of the Middle Ages

44. The function and the purpose of the Prologue in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales
45. The transition from the Warrior Culture to the Code of Chivalry

46. The legend of King Arthur and its effect on British literature

47. King Arthur and the Code of Chivalry

48. The death of King Arthur and the decline of the Code of Chivalry

49. The Code Chivalry as the embodiment of the values of the people of the Middle Ages

50. Sir Gawain: an analysis of the character of the Narrative poem (conflicts, temptation vs. conscience)

51. Chaucer’s view of his society as seen in the Canterbury Tales
52. The use of symbolism and its significance s found in the Canterbury Tales
53. The role of Folk Tales in British Literature

54. Chaucer’s life and works

55. Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales: character creation and credibility

56. How Chaucer use irony in the “Nun’s Priest Tale” and “The Pardoner’s Tale”

57. The feudal system and it’s effect on British Literature

17th Century

58. The impact of religion and politics on the development of 17th century British literature

59. The impact of the Puritan influence on the development of British literature

60. John Milton as God’s Poet

61. John Donne: old vs. young

62. Writer of the 17th century vs. the writers of the Restoration

63. How John Donne and John Milton were giants of their time

64. Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels as a social commentary

65. The modern implications of Gulliver’s Travels
Romantic Age

66. The major differences in the 1st and 2nd generation poets of the Romantic Age

67. Wordsworth as the founder of the Romantic movement: what brought about the movement

68. Wordsworth and how he became disillusioned with the Romantic Age

69. Samuel Coleridge/ Mary Shelley as Gothic Writers

70. The origins and rebirth of the Gothic Movement

71. The industrial Revolution and its effect on the Romantic Age

72. Compare and contrast the writers of the Romantic Age to the 17th century

Victorian Age

73. How the life of Charles Dickens is reflected in his writing

74. Compare and contrast the writers of the Victorian Age to the writers of the Romantic Age

75. The impact of Realism on the writers of the Victorian Age

76. How the concepts of Realism and Naturalism were reflections of the Victorian Age

77.  How the writers dealt with the social problems caused by the Industrial Revolution

78. How Wuthering Heights, by Emily Bronte can be seen as a protest/feminist/gothic novel

79. How the literature of the Victorian Age helped to further the cause of Women’s Right in England

80. The emerging voice of women in literature: Romantic to the Victorian Age

Miscellaneous

81. How any time period in British Literature can be seen as a reflection of the values of the time

82. The development of the Epic Hero as seen in the characters of Beowulf and King Arthur

83. The impact that both Queen Elizabeth and Queen Victoria had on their respective time periods

84. The development of the Tragic Hero in British Literature

85. The development of the epic hero as seen in the characters of Beowulf and King Arthur

86. The comparison and contrast of 13th and 17th century British Literature in terms of style, and relevancy to a changing times

87. How Christianity impacted the development of British Literature

88. Pick any period of British Literature show how it is the embodiment of the values and thought of the time

89. How Wuthering Heights can be seen as a reflection of Victorian values

90. Compare and contrast the poetry of the Romantic period to that of the Victorian period in terms of subject, style and tone

