Saturday 9th September 2000

Dagenham (24) STC Footscray (38)

Dagenham up against unknown opposition this week were put under pressure from the off as a Footscray’s huge pack caused problems. However, Dagenham defended well and it was a good twenty minutes before Cray’s prop crashed over from a rolling maul to take the lead.

Dagenham, not yet despondent but desperate for good possession battled on but misfortune struck, as a clearance kick was charged down and ruthlessly followed up by the Footscray centre for his team’s second.

A bright spell then followed for the home side with a long periods of territorial advantage, Andy Murphy held up over the line and butter fingers in the backs were all that stood between Dagenham and two scores.

Dagenham were beginning to get frustrated as the penalty count against them increased, the inevitable third Try came just before the break to leave the home side trailing 0-21. 

The second half saw Dagenham begin to get their act together, finally showing what a little possession can do and sending Fly Half Andy Young over for five points.  Footscray responded with a fluid three-quarter move culminating with their Winger going over in the corner.

The next twenty minutes then produced an extraordinary comeback by Dagenham, constant pressure saw Andy Murphy finally score in the centre after several phases of attack.  Steve Walters then produced an exquisite chip over the Footscray defence collecting to score Dagenham’s third. Walters then popped up again, intercepting a lazy pass to take Dagenham within four points.

Unfortunately, with only three minutes to go all out attack was Dagenham’s only option and cracks opened up to allow another two Tries from Footscray to put the game beyond the home side.

 A marked improvement on last week’s performance but still some work to do if Dagenham hope to recapture last season’s form.

Tries:


Steve Walters (2)

Andy Young

Andy Murphy

Conversions:

Andy Young (2)
