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Because Of Who He Is

“Because of Who You are I give You glory;
Because of Who You are I give You praise;
Because of Who You are I will lift my voice in worship.
Lord, I worship You because of Who You are.” 
We have been given such a great privilege and honor to intimately know and serve a great and mighty God.  As we know that God is eternal and He never changes in His sovereign power, authority and glory, we can live with our own blessed hope that Who He Was is Who He Is and always will be.  When the concerns of life become too big for my soul to rest in faith, I remember the sovereign power of God…
· When He provided a place of protection for a baby named Moses whose life would be influenced by paganism but controlled by God Almighty.  Unbeknown to anyone Moses would live among the heathen for a season until the Lord would redirect his life in preparation for the purpose for which Moses was born.  He was not born to be a prince among the heathen, but a holy and godly man who would stand as a mediator between God and His people.  This would unfold according to God and the reading of this glorious story serves to encourage every father and mother down through the ages of time who wonder what will happen to their child when we are forced to release them entirely into the hands of God, believing He will never leave them nor forsake them.  We are also strengthened in our faith to believe that the divine purpose of God will find its fulfillment in the most unexpected places and ways because the Lord God is there and He will see to it.  
· When the waters of the Red Sea parted so over two million people could take their next step into the promises of God.  The miracle Israel witnessed was to confirm the presence of God among them, and they were to look back, in the days that followed, to the former faithfulness of God when their present wilderness provided its challenges.  They were to remember and believe that what He did then He would do now ~ PROVIDE A WAY OF ESCAPE.   When I come face to face with my own helplessness, I am to remember and demonstrate confidence that my God will never ask me to part the sea.  I am to stand, watch and wait for the deliverance He has already ordained for me in His time, in His way by His glory.
· When the waters came forth from the rock, providing water to refresh and rejuvenate a nation who had to travel through a barren place before the promises of God would become a reality.  The cloud covering by day and the pillar of fire by night was God’s covering for direction to move or stay at His command.  In their wilderness, God’s promises were to live within their hearts and her obedience to His Word was to carry her through a God-ordained place where hearts would be tested (Deuteronomy 8).  As I remember Israel’s disobedience to the Lord during these years of preparation and training, I realize that all of life serves the purpose of God.  If I do not see Him in the circumstances of my life, it is because I have failed to remember that His faithfulness is as eternal as He Is.  Israel saw the glory of God over and over again, but they never allowed His glory to cover their life and to distinguish them as people who love and obey the Lord God Almighty. They never became the people of God in the reality of life because God never became their Life. They never understood the purpose for their God-given freedom.   

· When the hour had come for Jesus Christ to fulfill The Father’s will, those who loved Him had to step aside and yield to the sovereignty of God in a way that would test their faith as never before.  They would see that the power of Christ which had once commanded demons, healed the lame and sick, raised the dead, performed amazing miracles and dealt boldly with the religious leaders would now yield and surrender to forces which He could have easily overcome by the Word of His mouth. Why would such glory allow humiliation and wickedness?  This was and still is a glory yet to be  understood by the followers of Jesus Christ when life is cruel, unjust and we must suffer the consequence of evildoers.  Messiah and Savior nailed to a cross to endure the most painful and humiliating death all in the name of love ~ Who can comprehend such obedience?  The glory of God is seen in the most mysterious and unexpected ways and we must be willing to set aside and acknowledge that as Jesus Christ never was a victim or helplessly abused neither are we.  What has been ordained by God will be, and we need to yield ourselves to His sovereign will and purpose whether we see any glory in it or not.  God will be glorified by our obedience.  

· When His disciples experienced His provision and His greatness.  After spending all night on the water not catching a single thing they heard an altogether familiar voice telling them to cast their nets on the other side of the boat.  They needed a very tangible assurance that as He had been there for them before so He would always be there for them and with them.  His power - not their talent or skill - would bring a productivity to their life that would give Him the honor and glory.  They had been set apart not for their own pleasure, but for His.
There is no mistaking that God’s people then and now know Who He Is.  However, knowing Who He Is through first hand observation is very different than laying one’s life within the confines of Who He Is, neither wanting, nor having nor knowing any other life but that which is ordained and commanded by the Lord; not merely observing but experiencing the glory of the Lord in such a manner as to bring our will into complete conformity to His.  This is where we worship!  The Israelites knew who God was, but their knowledge of Him never served the purpose of God - to transform them into a people who would love and obey Him and glorify Him on earth.   If they had truly understood, they would have never caused God the grief and anguish they caused Him in their refusal to live according to His commands and guidelines.  
Before we are quick to criticize and stand in judgment over people who have known the way of God but never walked in it, we need to examine our own hearts and take inventory of our own lives.  We may know Who God Is, but do we yield, surrender and bow to His awesome glory?  Our way of life will tell the truth.  

· How often have we seen the mighty hand of God move in what appeared to be an impossible situation in our life? 
· How often has God struck the rock of provision in our life and poured out a blessing we could never have produced apart from His intervention? 
· How many times has God sent us a Moses, Jeremiah, Isaac, Isaiah, Abraham or Joshua who tried, through godly leadership and example, to show us that nothing is too difficult for God and that He will always provide? 
· How often has God consumed the enemies, physical or mental in our life and brought us through to freedom? 
God is our Provider committing Himself to the  physical, mental, emotion and spiritual needs of His children during their every season of hardship, trials and temptation.  He is our Redeemer Who alone could pay God’s price for our salvation.  He is our Healer, our Deliverer, our Peace, our Joy, our Song, the Living Word, Marvelous, Lovely, Beautiful beyond description, Majesty enthroned above. The list is endless. God is our all in all, our sufficiency. Everything we ever need and we must give Him praise, glory, honor, and worship because He is our EVERYTHING.  He has and always will be our great Alpha and Omega, the First and Last, the Beginning and the End, the Victorious One, the Lamb of God, the Risen and Ever-living God, the Conqueror, our Great Counselor, the Lord of Hosts, our King of kings and Lord of Lords. 

Because of Who You are I give You glory;
Because of Who You are I give You praise;
Because of Who You are I will lift my voice in worship.
Lord, I worship You because of Who You are.
Jehovah Jireh, my Provider;
Jehovah Nissi, You reign in victory.
Jehovah Shalom, You’re my Prince of Peace;
Lord, I worship You because of Who You are.
Oh God, open the eyes of our hearts that we may not only know Who You are, but that we may truly understand Who You are.
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