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Appreciating Our Thorns

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.  Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong”. 
 II Corinthians 12:9, 10

“Ouch! That hurt”!  A familiar reaction to an experience which is known by every one of us at least once in our lifetime.  We may be working around the house, outside in the yard, or walking around barefoot when suddenly a foreign object pierces the skin, leaving a painful spot on our hand or feet.   Depending upon the severity of the “ouch”, the inflicted area may be a bothersome aggravation for several hours or days.  This painful experience does not necessarily occur because we were careless, but rather, it is just part of our world where we must learn to live with and properly care for the “thorns” of our earthly existence.  
A few years ago my sister, Barbie, compiled her thoughts into a devotion she entitled…
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“The Beauty of His Roses”

“You are beautiful beyond description;

To marvelous for words.

Too wonderful for comprehension;

Like nothing ever seen or heard.

Who can grasp Your infinite wisdom?

Who can fathom the depths of Your Love?

You are beautiful beyond description;

Majesty enthroned above.

And I stand, I stand in awe of You.

I stand, I stand in awe of You.

Holy God to Whom all praise is due,

I stand in awe of You.”

Truly our God is beyond our comprehension, and yet, so near to our heart when we cry unto Him for help.  My relationship with Him is beautiful beyond description and too marvelous for words, because over the years He has introduced me to a divinely ordered “ouch” which comes to hurt for only the moment but to leave me with a new understanding that results in praise and worship through a heart that now knows Him more closely and intimately.  His way with me introduces an infinite wisdom which results in my personal understanding that life in Jesus Christ will consist of “…weaknesses, insults, hardships,  persecutions, and difficulties…” all used to draw my heart unto Him in complete dependence, “…that the power of Christ may rest upon me”.  
There are certain lessons which God must teach us that can only be learned when He inflicts our life with His “thorn”.   I am learning that the harsh side of life is accompanied by something beautiful when the purpose of God has been accomplished.  I may cry “ouch” and resent the affliction, but the expression of His grace is so awesome I hope to one day testify with all my heart, “Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.”

“But in all these things…tribulation, distress, persecution, famine, peril or sword…we overwhelmingly conquer through Him Who loves us”.  Romans 8:32-39

As I thought about Barbie’s words, I realized that nature was providing a word from God.  “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of His hands.  Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge.  There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.  Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world” Psalms 19:1-4.  These are God’s visual aides which speak to the heart that is paying attention.  But this is where the problem lies, isn’t it ~ paying attention.  We are so caught up in the pain which our “thorn” has caused, that we cannot get passed the hurt and the “Why’s”.  
Becoming conformed to the image and likeness of Christ requires that we completely submit our will to that of the Father and receive, with thanksgiving, both the bitter and the sweet.  “Going a little further, He fell with His face to the ground and prayed, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from Me.  Yet not as I will, but as you will” Matthew 26:39.  Now, we cannot possibly begin to compare our affliction and suffering to that of our Lord’s when He took sin upon Himself for our sake, but if we say we love God, we cannot walk away from our obligation to receive whatever our Father requires and to bare it in His power and grace.  Nothing will ever touch the life of God’s people but that it must first be approved and allowed according to His sovereign will.  This was the case with Job, and we are no different.

I personally understand with head and heart that we will be disciplined (Hebrews 12), and our discipline will be measured out in the Lord’s way, in His time, and it will last for as long as He desires because He loves us.  During our season of being loved and nurtured in this manner, we will do ourselves a tremendous favor if we consider our training in righteousness as being God-ordained, and not necessarily because we have been disobedient.  His love for us wants to take us onto a new level and into an experience which will perfect our own life as well as leaving us better equipped to enter into the pain of others.  We really understand where they are and how they feel.  There is nothing which can take the place of a personal experience which has forced us to draw near unto God and made His Word come alive to us as the words provide a way of escape (I Corinthians 10:13).  The words of Scripture come off the printed page and are applied and impressed upon our heart to become our way of life.  And you know what?  If we are suffering because of our rebellion, we can consider ourselves blessed that our God just could not leave us where we did not belong.  “…instead, He devises ways so that a banished person may not remain estranged from Him”.  “Oh thank you, Lord”!  We went our way, and He allowed us to go, always watching and controlling just how far and how long we would remain estranged.  
As the song writer penned, “Who can grasp Your infinite wisdom…”?  We do not always have to know what God is doing!  In fact, when He is introducing us to a new way of life, we are probably in the dark most of the time.  But God is omniscient and fully aware of every day and every event that will take place during our life.  It is not our responsibility to necessarily understand or see,  but it is our responsibility to trust Him and believe that He is incapable of every making a mistake with our life and His Light will always make sure we never loose our way through worrisome anxiety.  “Do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself.  Each day has enough trouble of its own” Matthew 6:34.  Jesus knows us so well.  He knows that we will fret about what has not even happened and may not happen.  He knows that we can become so preoccupied with the “what ifs” we miss what’s now.  I wonder just how far we would get without some serious mishap occurring if we drove our automobiles this way ~ looking two blocks down the road rather than paying attention to what is right in front of us? 
 Sometimes the circumstances of our life require that we take just one step of faith at a time in order to just get through this day’s God-prescribed situation.  Whatever He permits for tomorrow He will be there, as He has always been there, with His marvelous words, His infinite wisdom, His immeasurable love, and if we will allow Him to make love to us, we will stand in awe of His ability to enlighten our path and direct our steps.  “My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are My ways your ways, declares the Lord” Isaiah 55:8.    If God chooses not to remove our “thorn” though we beseech Him over and over and over again, at some point we must believe, as Paul did, that the “thorn” will serve a greater purpose if we receive it and learn to be content right where we are.  “Godliness with contentment is great gain”
 I Timothy 6:6.
Paul did not merely tolerate his life, according to II Corinthians 12:9, he delighted in it, he was glad for every unique part, for he knew that his particular life was designed by God to serve a purpose for which Paul had been set aside before he was ever born, and however God chose to get Paul to his spiritual destination/goal was alright with Paul.  “God, will I ever be there?  Please, make it so.”
“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.  Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong”  II Corinthians 12:9, 10.
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