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Canadian Democracy

Canada has both state and political institutions.
State institutions are related closely to the Constitution and federalism

Political institutions structure democratic expression within states: citizen behaviour

Canada rejected presidential model in US. We follow British parliamentary government = two houses, provincial legislatures.

We are a constitutional monarchy.

Canada is a federation

The Constitution describes a federal system: power and authority to govern is shared by the federal (central) gov’t and the gov’ts of the provinces.

The USA has a federal system.

Britain has a unitary system. Power and authority to govern is centralized in one government.

Monarchical head of state.

The Constitution divides power between a monarchical head of state and the governmental leader, the Prime Minister.

Monarch is titular and symbolic.

Canada has responsible government. If the ministers can’t keep the support of the majority of the members of the House of Commons, then the government falls. A new election is called.

Canadian Political Culture

Political Culture

Political culture: Broad patterns of values, beliefs, attitudes in society toward political objects.

Values: provide standards of judgment about what is right, important, and desirable in society.

e.g. universal, accessible health care and education.

Widely accepted values underlie specific political goals and acceptable behaviour of citizens.

Political Attitudes: Attitudes toward specific issues change with the times. Also defined as “public opinion.”

Political ideas and symbols: importance of the individual, free enterprise, the rights of the individual without government interference….

Political symbols can be anything from the Maple Leaf flag to hockey heroes or national holidays like Canada Day.

Symbols of Canada might also include the animals on our money….the loon, moose, beaver, etc…

maple syrup, snow, ice, The RCMP, Olympic champions, prime ministers, and so on.

