Context Clues 
Vocabulary Strategy
The four types of context clues are:
1. Definition/Explanation Clues 

Sometimes a word's or phrase's meaning is explained immediately following its use.  Example:
"Etymology, which is the study of the origin of words, finds many teachers taking the bull by its horns when unraveling the mysteries of vocabulary studies."
1. Restatement/Synonym Clues 

Sometimes a challenging word or phrase is clarified in simpler language. Example:
"Lou felt as though she had been sent to the doghouse when Louisa admonished her for fighting at school."
Because the phrase "being sent to the doghouse" means being punished, admonish could mean to disapprove or to scold.
1. Contrast/Antonym Clues 

Sometimes a word or phrase is clarified by the presentation of the opposite meaning somewhere close to its use. Look for signal words when applying context clues. Example:
"Lou thought that her mother's recovery was futile, but Oz remained faithful to the course of his mother's restored health."
The signal word but tells the reader that an opposite, contrasting thought is occurring. Consequently, futile must mean the opposite of remaining faithful to the course; therefore, it must mean giving up.
1. Inference/General Context Clues 

Sometimes a word or phrase is not immediately clarified within the same sentence. Relationships, which are not directly apparent, are inferred or implied. The reader must look for clues within, before, and after the sentence in which the word is used. Example:
"Dementia almost overcame Lou when she stepped off the train at Rainwater Ridge and felt as crazy as a betsy bug as she realized how different her new life would be."
Dementia can be defined as being insane because the phrase "as crazy as a betsy bug" indicates insanity. Another example:
The nurse in Wish You Well states that she would "...require a free reign in overseeing the children. These two need discipline, and I intend to provide it."
The idiomatic phrase, "a free reign," can be defined by looking for clues in the second sentence. The nurse wants the freedom to discipline the two children her way because she has noticed how undisciplined they already are, and she is determined to provide it all by herself.
Word Mapping 
Vocabulary Strategy
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How to complete this word map

1. Enter selected word/concept in the center box.
2. Think about the mearing of this word/concept. Then list three different ways this word/concept is used within the context of this novel

3. Tellwhat this word/concept is like.
4. List three main characters who illustrate the basic mearing of this word/concept,





