
Graphic organizers are a vital tool in today’s classroom.  Not only do graphic organizers aide in reading comprehension and summary, but they also help children decipher through expository text.  In addition to this, graphic organizers enhance the comprehension of children with learning disabilities.

Often children mindlessly read a story, an article, or a report without thinking about what it is they are reading.  There are many reading strategies taught to children in order to help reading comprehension such as summing up, visualizing, monitoring, and clarifying. Among the numerous reading strategies, graphic strategies are one of the few approaches that can be applied at the preview stage before reading, during the reading process itself, and at the stage after reading (Dowhower, 1999).  Likewise, graphic organizers provide an alternative to students with multiple intelligences.  Graphic strategies provide readers with new approaches to reading that are different from traditional, linear text presentation. (Chimielewski & Dansereau, 1998)


Expository text is a new and often difficult experience for upper elementary students.  Graphic organizers can provide the much needed support that students require in order to understand these types of texts.  Content textbooks are often written in such a way that important connections and relationships are not made explicit. (DiCecco, 2002) Extracting relationships from expository text, especially if they are implicit is difficult for many children. (DiCecco, 2002)  

Reading both narrative and expository text can prove to be quite a challenge for children with learning disabilities.   Many students with learning disabilities who may already have difficulty with reading and study skills are challenged by the academic domains of reading and interpreting expository text. (Bryant, Ugel,Thompson, & Hamff, 1999)  Graphic organizers are visual and spatial displays specifically designed to facilitate the teaching and learning of textual material. (Ae-Hwa Kim, 2004)


Graphic Organizers have many positive effects on student comprehension of various texts.  The benefits are numerous for children of all abilities.
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