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" A New Experience - Brothers and Sisters"

Translation by: Judy VerHage and Ionela Dandu

The partnership between the Ministry of Child Protection and members of the Peace Corps, ARAS and Polita cu Crini made possible the involvement of the children at the orphanage "Elena Doamna from Piatra Neamt" with the community. The involvement of enthusiastic young people from the high schools in Piatra Neamt who volunteer to participate in this program also made this possible.

The program addresses the needs of children between the ages of 9-12 at "Central de Plasement Elena Doamna". The activities take place weekly with the motto "Respect Yourself, Respect Others, Respect Time". The activity group is formed with 24 children and a variable number of volunteers depending on the complexity of the activity. In order to establish a relationship among the participants the group of children stays the same for 3 months. A representative of Central de Placement participates in all of the organized activities and workshops.

This program offers the children the advantage to develop a relationship with the community in a new way. Because of the group of volunteers that participate, the horizons of the children are broadened. The fact they are going on trips into town and outside of town provide even more opportunities of communication with others inside the community and out.

The ratio of volunteers to children is one to two children - which allows children of many personalities to participate in the program and makes adequate supervision possible. Another advantage is the differences in ages between volunteers and the children which are similar to the relationships between brothers and sisters in a family. The formative influence on the children is spontaneous, voluntary and efficient. The group of volunteers do not express prejudice, they do not act out social norms (i.e. Negative attitudes to those who have less or are different), they do not criticize and they do not punish. Each child is accepted as who they are. Some activities are original and have a special impact on the children by allowing them to express themselves, their needs and to have these needs satisfied. Example: the activity of shopping at the open market where each child receives an amount of money to purchase whatever they want.

We noticed that the relationship established between some of the volunteers and children go beyond the scope of the program. They have become more personal in nature. These relationships reflect the formative power of this program. This program enhances the emotional and spiritual development of both the volunteers and the children. 

The benefit to the children is obvious. This program offers satisfaction, facilitates communication, improves life experience and offers role models for the children.

