CP English 4








        Mr. Fritz

The Color Purple Letters Key

Note: This key is designed so that you may better locate letters in and out of class, especially since there are so many additions.  Please refer back to this if you are having any difficulties in finding a letter.  The letters are organized by first sentences.

Letter 1 “I am fourteen years old.”

Letter 2 “My mama dead.”

Letter 3 “He act like he can’t stand me no more.”

Letter 4 “He come home with a girl from round Gray.”

Letter 5 “He beat me today cause he say I winked at a boy in church.”

Letter 6 “Mr. _____ finally come right out an ast for Nettie hand in marriage.”

Letter 7 “I ast him to take me instead of Nettie while our new mammy sick.”

Letter 8 “It took him the whole spring, from March to June, to make up his mind to take me.”

Letter 9 “I spend my wedding day running from the oldest boy.”

Letter 10 “I was in town sitting on the wagon while Mr. _____ was in the dry good store.”

Letter 11 “Nettie here with us.”

Letter 12 “Two of his sister come to visit.”

Letter 13 “Harpo ast his daddy why he beat me.”

Letter 14 “Shug Avery is coming to town!”

Letter 15 “Mr. _____ be gone all night Saturday, all night Sunday and most all day Monday.”

Letter 16 “Harpo no better at fighting his daddy back than me.”

Letter 17 “Harpo girl daddy say Harpo not good enough for her.”

Letter 18 “Harpo went and brought Sofia and the baby home.”

Letter 19 “Harpo want to know what to do to make Sofia mind.”

Letter 20 “Just when I was bout to call out that I was coming in the year, I hear something crash.”

Letter 21 “For over a month I have trouble sleeping.”

Letter 22 “Shug Avery sick and nobody in this town want to take the Queen Honeybee in.”

Letter 23 “Ain’t nothing wrong with Shug Avery.”

Letter 24 “They have made three babies together but he squeamish about giving her a bath.”

Letter 25 “I ast Shug Avery what she want for breakfast.”

Letter 26 “Shug Avery sit up in bed a little today.”

Letter 27 “Mr. _____ daddy show up this evening.”

Letter 28 “Me and Sofia work on the quilt.”

Letter 29 “Harpo staying with us this week-end.”

Letter 30 “I go visit Sofia, she still working on the roof.”

Letter 31 “Sofia right about her sisters.”

Letter 32 “Sofia gone six months, Harpo act like a different man.”

Letter 33 “The first week, nobody come.”

Letter 34 “Pretty soon it be time for Shrug to go.”

Letter 35 “Now we all know she going sometime soon, they sleep together at night.”

Letter 36 “One night while Shug singing a hot one, who should come prancing through the door of Harpo’s but Sofia.”

Letter 37 “Harpo mope.”

Letter 38 “They put Sofia to work in the prison laundry.”

Letter 39 “Us all sit round the table after suppoer.”

Letter 40 “Us dress Squeak like she a white woman, only her clothes patch.”

Letter 41 “Poor little Squeak come home with a limp.”

Letter 42 “6 months after Mary Agnes went to git Sofia out of prison, she begin to sing.”

Letter 43 “Sofia say to me today, I just can’t understand it.”

Letter 44 “Sofia would make a dog laugh, talking about those people she work for.”

Letter 45 “Shug write she got a big surprise, and she intend to bring it home for Christmas.”

Letter 46 “Mr. _____ drink all through Christmas.”

Letter 47 “Mr. _____ and Grady gone off in the car together.”

Letter 48 “Grady and Mr. _____ come staggering in round daybreak.”

Letter 49 “This the letter I been holding in my hand.”

Letter 50 “All of a sudden Shug buddy-buddy again with Mr. _____.”

Letter 51 “Now that I know Albert hiding Nettie’s letters, I know exactly where they is.”

Letter 52 “You’ve got to fight and get away from Albert.”

Letter 53 “I keep thinking it’s too soon to look for a letter from you.”

Letter 54 “By now I am almost crazy.”

Letter 55 “I wrote a letter to you almost every day on the ship coming to Africa.”

Letter 56 “While we were in town Corrine bought cloth to make me two sets of traveling outfits.”

Letter 57 “Samuel is a big man.”

Letter 58 “It was the funniest thing to stop over in Monrovia after my first glimpse of Africa, which was Senegal.”

Letter 59 “What with being shock, crying and blowing my nose, and trying to puzzle out words us don’t know, it took a long time to read just the first two or three letters.”

Letter 60 “Us sleep like sisters, me and Shug.”

Letter 61 “Now I know Nettie alive I begin to strut a little bit.”

Letter 62 “It has been a long time since I had time to write.”

Letter 63 “Tashi’s mother and father were just here.”

Letter 64 “At first there was the faintest sound of movement in the forest.”

Letter 65 “I meant to write you in time for Easter, but it was not a good time for me and I did not want to burden you with any distressing news.”

Letter 66 “This whole year, after Easter, has been difficult.”

Letter 67 “Guess what?  Samuel thought the children were mine too!”

Letter 68 “That’s it, say Shug.”

Letter 69 “For the first time in my life I wanted to see Pa.”

Letter 70 “I woke up this morning bound to tell Corrine and Samuel everything.”

Letter 71 “Every day for the past week I’ve been trying to get Corrine to remember meeting you in town.”

Letter 72 “Just when I think I’ve learned to live with the heat, the constant dampness, even steaminess of my clothes, the swampiness under my arms and between my legs, my friend comes.”

Letter 73 “I don’t write to God no more, I write to you.”

Letter 74 “When I told Shug I’m writing to you instead of to God, she laugh.”

Letter 75 “Well, you know wherever there’s a man, there’s trouble.”

Letter 76 “So what is it like in Memphis?”

Letter 77 “I am so happy”

Letter 78 “Walking down to Harpo and Sofia house it feel just like old times.”

Letter 79 “The first thing I notice bout Mr. _____ is how clean he is.”

Letter 80 “By now I expected to be home.”

Letter 81 “When we returned home everyone seemed happy to see us.”

Letter 82 “The man us knowed as Pa is dead.”

Letter 83 “My heart broke.”

Letter 84 “The only thing keep me alive is watching Henrietta fight for her life.”

Letter 85 “The only piece of mail Mr. _____ ever put directly in my hand is a telegram that come from the United States Department of Defense.”

Letter 86 “Tashi and her mother have run away.”

Letter 87 “Sometimes I think Shug never love me.”

Letter 88 “After two and a half months Adam and Tashi returned!

Letter 89 “Mr. _____ talk to Shug a lot lately by telephone.”

Letter 90 “Thank you for bringing my sister Nettie and our children home.”

