CP English 4







                    Mr. Fritz

“Master Harold”…and the boys Essay Questions
Note: Any of these questions are potential essay topics for the assessment on this particular text.  Please refer back to this in order to prepare.
1. How is food used dramatically in Master Harold to explore the play’s central themes?  (some possibilities to discuss include: the setting (a restaurant), Hally’s bowl of split-pea soup, Hally’s two chocolates, Hally’s green cool drink with ice cream, Hally’s cakes, Sam and Willie’s profession, who is serving whom, and what is the function of what they are serving).

2. In what ways does Sam make the right decision not to hit Hally?  In what ways is he wrong?
3. At the end of the play, Sam reaches out to Hally with, “I’ve got no right to tell you what being a man means if I don’t behave like one myself….”. Sam never articulates what behaving “like a man” means.  What do you feel Sam means here?
4. The word “apartheid” is never mentioned during the course of the play.  In what ways is the legislated racism of apartheid at issue here?  Is the fact that racism is the official law of the land the central failing that the play explores?
5. The discussion about the beauty of ballroom dancing prompts Hally to consider this topic for one of his upcoming essays.  Is Hally’s choice of an essay topic a complement or an insult.?
6. What is the significance of comic books?
7. Hally references Julius Caesar, a famous play written by William Shakespeare.  Julius Caesar tells the story of a Roman dictator and the conspiracy surrounding his death.  While Julius Caesar is the title character, the main character in the play is actually Brutus, his best friend, who was one of many conspiring to kill Caesar.  The play addresses his struggles between friendship and patriotism.  It is the only Shakespeare play that Sam has ever read, and Hally claims he doesn’t understand it.  Why might a play that deals with the themes of both friendship and patriotism be difficult for Hally to understand?  What about those themes might be appealing to Sam?
8. Hally and Sam have a heated debate over who in history should be considered “great” or a “Man of Magnitude”—someone who has had a positive and significant impact on the world.  Hally believes it is Charles Darwin, the scientist who gave us the theory of evolution which explains, among other things, the scientific reasons for our existence on Earth.  Sam retorts that Abraham Lincoln is his “Man of Magnitude.”  Who would you pick as your person of “magnitude”?
9. Athol Fugard relies heavily on his own life experiences when writing his plays.  In “Master Harold”…and the boys, Fugard drew upon an incident that took place in his mother’s café when he was a boy.  What experience from your life would you like to write as a play?
10. Sam discusses the complexities of human relations by using the metaphor of a dance.  Show how this metaphor works in the context of the play.
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