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Willie

|| Willie, a black South African waiter at St. George's Park Tea Room,
|| spends much of his time practicing for an upcoming ballroom dance
competition. In “MASTER HAROLD...and the boys, dancing serves as a
metaphor for a perfect society unavailable to any of the three characters
in the play--a world in which people cannot hurt or abuse one another.
Tronically, Willie uses his girlfriend’s inability to keep time while dancing
| | as an excuse to beat her. The seriousness with which he approaches his

study of danceand instruction to his girlfriend signifies several things.
Willie’s desire to win the competition reflects a need for ownership that
he has been denied while in service of Hally's family. The way he
abuses his girlfriend Hilda reflects a cycle of abuse that the social and
| political climate has helped perpetuate. Willie himself has been abused
\/| and he then takes out his own frustrations on Hilda.

Willie also serves as a witness to the way Hally treats Sam at the end of
the play. Because their relationship shifts so dramatically, Willie's

| presence serves as a reminder to them both that they can never go back
to the way they were.
















































