E-mail Response from Martin Espada




        Mr. Fritz
The following is an e-mail response from the poet Martin Espada in response to some inquiries posed by a class of freshman students at Northeast High School.  These students were interested in learning more about poetry from interacting with living poets as opposed to the myriad of dead ones.

Jason:
Here are some brief answers to your questions:

1. We have studied images a lot throughout this unit, so we have had a lot of discussions around the role of imagery in poetry.  What role does imagery play in your poetry?

For me, the image is the building block of the poem.  The image is to the poem what the boxcar is to the train, what the link is to the chain.  The poem “Tiburon” is really based on one central image, which is constructed as a simile, comparing a car to a shark.

2. Since our class is very diverse, we have tried to read a variety of poems that center around culture.  What role does culture play in your poetry?

Culture and cultural identity play very important roles in my poetry.  I am an advocate for Puerto Rican cultural identity in my poetry.  I consider it important to speak on behalf of this culture because so often it is held in contempt by the rest of this society.

3. What are some words you might have for students who are struggling with poetry in the classroom?

Struggling to read it or struggling to write it?  If you’re struggling to read it, just remember that there is a world of poetry out there: If you haven’t found what you love to read, keep looking—you’ll find it.  Some poetry is obscure or boring; it’s not your fault.  If you’re struggling to write it, just remember that you need to relax before you can concentrate, and you need to concentrate before you can become inspired.  Create an environment for yourself where you can write, whenever it is.  Remember too that your lives are the stuff of poetry.  Poetry doesn’t happen on Mount Olympus.  It happens to you.

I hope that helps…

Martin Espada
