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Where:

 Isle Royale National Park!!!  “Wolves and moose, the wild North Woods forest, everchanging weather and a cool climate, and the crystal clear waters and rugged shoreline of Lake Superior characterize Isle Royale National Park. This wilderness archipelago is 45 miles long and nine miles wide at its widest point. The park encompasses a total area of 850 square miles including submerged lands which extends four and a half miles out into Lake Superior. The archipelago is composed of many parallel ridges resulting from ancient lava flows which were tilted and glaciated. Isle Royale has 165 miles of scenic hiking trails and 36 campgrounds for backpackers and recreational boaters. There is excellent fishing, historic lighthouses and shipwrecks, ancient copper mining sites, and plenty of spots to observe wildlife. Roadless Isle Royale is accessible only by boat or float plane. Dogs, cats, and other pets are not allowed within park boundaries, which extend 4.5 miles into Lake Superior from the outermost land areas of the park. Isle Royale is relatively untouched by direct outside influences and serves as a living laboratory and United States Biosphere Reserve.” (www.nps.gov/isro/index.htm)
Why:

To totally immerse one’s self into a unique ecosystem unlike any other in the continental United States!!  The purpose is to study, learn, and appreciate nature and reflect one’s own inner self and life.  This pristine environment of boreal forest, sitting in the middle of the largest lake in the world, provides a place of beauty, solitude, and peace that is refreshing and just good for the spirit. Our ultimate goal is to increase awareness and understanding of such an amazing place by learning all we can about it.  The plants, animals, and human interactions  of this unique place will be examined in detail.  Backpacking will be the means by which we explore and sustain our own well being, carrying our lively hood of shelter and nutrition.  Giving of our selves, suffering at least a little in a physical way, to help us appreciate our own accomplishment in the completion of such a trip. 
When:








       Thursday, August 17—Sunday, August 27, 2006. (11 total days) Just in time for berries! 

Who: 

Any person, 16 years of age by August 17, 2006, and in good physical condition can participate.  This means you need to be able to hike while caring 30 percent of your own body weight for up to 8 miles in uneven terrain for consecutive days. 

How Many: 

4 to 8 participants plus 1or 2 leaders.  10 total!! A nice small group!

Important info:

Participants will need to provide their own health insurance and personal gear.  This would include clothing, backpack, sleeping bag and pad, personal eating utensils, grooming items, water bottles, etc. Two meetings will be required prior to the trip, July 8, and August 12, 2006.  A gear and information list will be provided for the group to help answer questions. 

Cost: 

You only have to show up with your personal gear and that is it.  This is an all-inclusive trip!!!! The cost will include all group gear such as tents, cooking stoves, cooking utensils, and water filters.  All food before, after and on the trail, transportation from St.Louis to the island and back by air and boat, and two nights stay in a motel are all included!!!

To reserve your spot contact us as soon as possible!!!

A Fee of $400 is due upon reservation.

Total Payment will be required on July 8th, 2006
$2,029 per person or

$1,979 per person for Earth’s Classroom Member

Early Reservation:  IF paid in full by May 8th, 2006 fee is:

$1,929 per person or

$1,879 per person for Earth’s Classroom Member

Your Leaders:

“Wild” Bill Miles and Jody Miles are the Co-Founders and Co-Executive Directors of Earth’s Classroom, an Environmental Learning Center.  Earth’s Classroom’s mission is to use experiential education to advance awareness, understanding and appreciation of ecology, cultural history and their interrelationship.  As a naturalist, Bill and Jody focus on the use of adventure travel as a means to immerse themselves and others into amazing ecosystems.  For many years they have planned and led multi-day trips including backpacking, canoeing, sea kayaking and whitewater boating across the US and Canada.  Bill is a Wilderness First Responder with training in outdoor emergency care and sports medicine.

Trip Schedule:

Thursday, August 17—Sunday, August 27, 2006
Thursday
Fly from St. Louis, MO to Houghton, MI Stay in motel, getting ready to fly to island

Friday 
(.3ml) Fly on float plane to Isle Royal and camp at Windigo
Saturday
(6.6ml) Hike from Windigo to Island Mine—only campsite that we might be allow a campfire and marshmallows!!

Sunday
(5.5ml) Island Mine to South Lake Desor

Monday
(8.1ml) S. Lake Desor to Hatchet Lake—day for any in group to solo hike

Tuesday
(7.9ml) Hatchet Lake to Chickenbone Lake—day for any in group to solo hike

Wednesday
(3.6ml) Chickenbone Lake to Lake Richie---short hiking day

Thursday
(5.8ml) Lake Richie to Daisy Farm

Friday 
(7.1ml) Daisy Farm to Rock Harbor –shower and eat out at restaurant. Total miles 44.9
Saturday
Ferry from Rock Harbor to Houghton, MI—stay in motel and eat out.

Sunday 
Fly back to St. Louis from Houghton, MI   
