STANDING RULES OF CONVENTION

Sons of The American Legion

Detachment of Missouri
1. Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, shall be the authority on parliamentary procedure, with the following modifications.
2. Representation at the Detachment Annual Convention shall be by Delegates and Alternates, as defined by the Constitution of Sons of The American Legion, Detachment of Missouri, Article IX; Sections 3 & 4.
3. A Delegate desiring to make a motion or address the Convention shall rise, address the chair as “Mr. Chairman” and state his name and Squadron designation before proceeding.
4. Debate shall be limited to five (5) minutes for delegates and alternates.
5. Debate on any on subject presented to the Convention shall be limited to fifteen (15) minutes, except under such special rule as the Convention shall adopt prior to the debate.
6. The floor shall be permitted twice to any one individual delegate or alternate delegate on any one question, except by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Convention.  Chairman of Committees may speak as frequently as may be necessary in connection with the reports of their committees.  The Presiding Officer shall not entertain any motion that will curtail debate without affording the Committee Chairman an opportunity for rebuttal.
7. Decisions on rules of debate or parliamentary order by the Presiding Officer may be subject to appeal by any delegate under a Point of Order.  Such appeal shall take precedence over any other pending questions and shall be decided forthwith by the Detachment Judge Advocate.
8. On the roll call, the Squadron Chairman shall poll his delegation on the floor and announce its vote.
9. Past Detachment Commander’s votes shall be cast with their respective delegation.
10. Squadron delegations may arrive at a vote in such manner as they chose, but shall announce it in terms of full units of the total available votes.
11. Voting shall be by acclamation, except when a roll call is demanded by the Chairman of at least three Squadrons.
12. In the event a Squadron has not provided the method by which alternates shall be designated to serve in the place of absent delegates, their Chairman shall make such designation.
13. Prior to the election of Detachment Officers, the Commander shall appoint, subject to the approval of the Convention, a number of tellers as he deems necessary, provided that the total number of tellers is an odd number, appointing one Judge of Election.
14. Nominations for Detachment Officers shall be from the floor, each Squadron presenting as many candidates as it chooses, unless otherwise specified.
15. Nominating speeches shall be limited to five (5) minutes. Seconding speeches will be limited to three (3) minutes.
16. If there is only one candidate nominated for an office, election shall be by acclamation, except when a roll call is requested by the chairman of at least three (3) Squadrons.
17. When two or more candidates are nominated for one office, balloting shall continue till one candidate receives a majority of all eligible votes for such officer
18. The Convention will nominate and elect a Detachment Commander, two (2) Vice Commanders, and a National Executive Committeeman and/or Alternate.
19. Those recognized by the Detachment Commander shall be entitled to respectful hearing, and the Chair shall have the authority to clear the gallery of the floor or have the Sergeant-at-Arms escort from the Convention anyone creating a disturbance or interfering with orderly procedure.
20. The consent of two-thirds (2/3) of the voting strength of the Convention is necessary for suspension of the Standing Rules of the Convention.
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