Hello,

            This will be my last letter from Chengdu for a while, on 

Saturday 

I will as John Denver so eloquently put it be, leaving on a jet plane.  

I 

will be spending time some time in the little city known as Beijing. I 

am 

looking forward to it.  Lucky for me, I have a free place to stay. I 

plan on 

taking a few pictures while I am there, and updating the website when I 

get 

home. (For those of you who don’t already know I will be spending the 

summer 

in the little town known as San Diego.) So as soon as I get back and 

the 

website is updated I will send out another notice.

            I thought I would share some information about my little 

school 

here, Li Gong Da Xue, or in English Chengdu Universtiy of Technology.  

Students came by as I was visiting Martha last night, so we discussed 

life 

here as a student. They must live in one of the dormitories. Well it is 

the 

rues anyway, although I know there are some students who do live off 

campus. 

It costs 400 RMB a semester to live in a dorm, and this does not 

include 

electricity cost. Mind you, once you have divided the cost between all 

the 

residents the cost is not much. For their dorm the cost last month was 

80 

RMB. Tuition costs between 4500 and 10000 a year, depending on the 

major. 

Art, majors, for example will pay more because of the supplies they 

use. This 

may not sound like a whole lot of money (to get the cost in US divide 

by 

8.2), but please keep in mind the average wage in Chengdu is 800 a 

month. The 

average farmer may make 100 a month if that. The farmers’ child most 

likely 

will not go to college unless he or she is brilliant and can get 

scholarships 

from the university. In the dorm rooms there are usually 8 to a room 

sometimes 10. They do not have running water and electricity all day. 

Only 

certain hours of the day, and they must go to a separate location to 

take a 

shower.  I think that parents in America would not stand for these 

conditions, and if they came to campus and saw their kids living like 

they do 

here the kids would be yanked from the school. The classrooms are also 

in 

horrible condition. It seems to me that the idea of long term planning 

has 

not reached here in China. They build a building with the thought that 

it 

will come down in 15 to 20 years. Instead of, how can we make this 

building 

last a long time. I think it is this way with all types of construction 

projects including road. One reason I think this is, is the shear 

number of 

peoples here. If China were to bring in efficiency experts into this 

country 

a whole lot of people would be out of jobs. 

            Every single student on campus must take and pass English. 

They 

must also past certain English tests. If they do not pass, they may 

graduate 

but will not have a degree. They will get a certificate stating they 

have 

graduated. Last night I finally got a tour of the library, with Martha 

and 

her evening students. We saw where the English books are. Through out 

the 

library, supposedly, there are texts in English. There is one section 

with a 

whole room of English books, including two shelves of literature type 

books. 

(Really not a lot I would say about 30 or 35 books total) Including 

Norton’s 

Anthology of Literature and one of American Literature. These books 

would be 

great for the students who want to read English. Here is the kicker 

though; 

only teachers are allowed to use these books.  Here they expect 

everyone to 

learn English, yet they do not have access to the books that would be 

helpful. I was thinking of donating my books to the library, but I 

think they 

would just end up in the teachers’ only section, so I think I will 

give a lot 

of my books to the students directly so they can read them.

            That’s about it for now.

With Love,

Molly
