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February 6, 2005





        

Dear Parents,
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 Congratulations! You are the parent of a first-grader at Green Tea Elementary School. My name is Liza Kim, and I am very excited to begin teaching at Green Tea Elementary! I truly love first grade because it is a year of substantial growth both academically and socially. I can't wait to see that growth first hand within my class this year! 
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 First grade is such an exciting year.  You will be amazed at just how much your child will grow this year.   You will enjoy watching your child blossom into a confident reader, writer and mathematician.  Each child will progress at an individual rate, but success is not measured by where they finish but by how far they’ve come.
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 The loveliest flowers usually have the best gardener—and that’s you.  Staying involved in your child’s education is the key to a successful year.  To help keep things growing “weed-free”, it helps to remember our school and class procedures. 
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 If your child is going home in a way different than usual or with a different person, please send in a signed, dated note with your child’s full name written on it.
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 Lunch should be packed in a lunch box {or bag} with the name on the outside.  If your child is buying lunch, please send the money in an envelope with your child’s name on it. 
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 Our mornings are long and very busy.  Children often need a mid-morning snack break.  You may send a nutritious; easy to eat snack-no drinks please.  Your child may have a water bottle to keep at his/her desk. 
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 Homework will be given every day except Friday.  Please find a quiet place where your child can work.  Please check and sign your child’s homework each evening and be sure it is returned the next day. (Please look at the homework policy)  
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 Report cards are sent out in November, January, April and June.  Conferences are held in November and April.  I am always available to meet with you if you have questions or concerns.
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 Below are some information about my classroom policies.  
Parent Conferences/School Visits:

Parents are encouraged to conference with the teacher during the school year.  Prior arrangements are required to be made with the teachers for a conference or class visitation.  ALL parents must check in at the office prior to making an actual visit.  Our staff has been informed to direct any parent visitors to the front office for clearance to enter classes. 
Homework:
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First graders are usually very excited to start homework.  Homework in first grade is primarily about developing responsibility in our children.  They are responsible to bring home the assignment, complete it with a parent’s guidance, and then return it.  These skills will help to serve the child well later in his/her school life!

First graders should spend about 10-20 minutes each evening on homework.  Homework packets will be sent home on Mondays.  The days of the week will be listed on the homework sheet and each day it will have a specific assignment that needs to be completed.  The assignments will be in the subject areas of math, spelling, and writing/reading.  This packet will be kept in a homework folder that will go home and come back daily.  The assignments for spelling (spelling list and activities), math (worksheet of problems), poetry, and reading/writing (reading assignment in book and then answering questions or writing about the story being read) will be attached to the cover sheet.  Homework will be collected and graded daily.  Students will not have homework over the weekend.  They will do homework Monday through Thursday.  On the other side of the folder will be a behavior sheet.  It will include a place for you to initial every day that you have seen the assignments. Each week I will staple a new behavior sheet and assignment calendar on top of the old ones. This will really help me and you keep up with the homework. If the student's assignment calendar isn't initialed, I will mark the Behavior Sheet for "missing materials."  

Students will turn in their homework folder every day in the morning for me to check over.  Then we will go over it as a class.  I will grade all homework.  I will return all of the graded homework on Fridays.  If a student fails to return a homework assignment or does a poor job, I will require the student to do the assignment during recess time.  I will also send a note home. 

Label Everything:

Help us stay organized and prevent loss by labeling all jackets, sweatshirts, sweaters, gloves, lunch boxes, backpacks, etc.

Sharing Day:

Children may bring educational-type items to school on their designated “sharing day.”  Children are responsible for putting their sharing items in the sharing box first thing in the morning.  Sharing is an opportunity for your child to gain confidence, stand up in front tog the group, and speak.  Children may choose to bring in an object (a family photo, show an interesting picture form a magazine, review a special book, bring a souvenir from a trip, tell a silly joke, or they may simply tell about something that happened to them recently.  Discourage your child from bringing valuable personal property to school, particularly jewelry, watches, or money.

Punctuality:

Children must be at school, fed, well rested, and ready to go at 8:00AM sharp.  It is your responsibility to stream line your morning activities so that tardiness is not a problem for your child.  Please help your child get the most out of the day by getting him or her here on time.  Arriving at class late after the morning routine has begun is uncomfortable for your child and very distracting for me and other students.  Show your child how much you value education by talking about how important it is to go to school and be on time.

Help in the Classroom:

Volunteer to be a classroom helper, if possible!  Please sign up to be a regular helper if you want to commit one day a week or one day every other week.  If that is not possible, just come in when it works out with your schedule.  I would love to put you to work preparing materials, doing paperwork, or supervising small groups.  Let me know your availability when possible, so that I can work out a schedule.  All volunteers should enter quietly and check out the “To Do” box.  If you have a special talent, interesting hobby, play a musical instrument, or are an expert on some topic, let me know, and I’ll schedule you to be a special visitor for a day.  Parents can also come in to teach special lessons, read stories, bring food and do cooking projects, or even plan and sew a quilt with the class.  If you can’t work in the classroom, but would like to prepare materials at home, or xerox papers at work for us, just let me know!  If you do sign up to be a regular classroom helper, I will be counting on your regular attendance.  If you can’t make it on your day, try to switch with someone, or get another mom/dad to substitute for you.


Read to Your Child:

Read stories to your child or have your child read to you regularly, every night, if possible.  You absolutely cannot read with your child too much.  Get your child his/her own library card, plan a weekly trip to the local public library, and allow your child to select books for the next week’s bedtime stories.  When you read with your child, have him/her answer some questions about the story, make predictions, tell the moral or lesson of the story, or retell their favorite part.
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 Thank you very much for all of your support!  If you have any questions or any comments at all, please feel free to contact me at any time.  I hope for a wonderful year where you and I will see a tremendous growth in your child’s education.  Cheers!

Sincerely,


Liza Kim
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