FAQ

1. What is the school address and phone number?
Green Tea Elementary School

555 Berry Street

Teaford, CA 94687

(515) 555-5555


2. What time does school start and end?
School starts at 8:00 am and ends at 2:35 pm except on Tuesday.  On Tuesday, we start at 8:10 am and end at 2:00 pm.  

Children must be at school, fed, well rested, and ready to go at 8:10AM sharp.  It is your responsibility to stream line your morning activities so that tardiness is not a problem for your child.  Please help your child get the most out of the day by getting him or her here on time.  Arriving at class late after the morning routine has begun is uncomfortable for your child and very distracting for me and other students.  Show your child how much you value education by talking about how important it is to go to school and be on time.

3. What time is lunch and how much does it cost to buy lunch from the cafeteria?
The students go to lunch at 12:10.  Lunch is $1.00 from the cafeteria.

If your child is going to bring lunch from home, it should be packed in a lunch box {or bag} with the name on the outside.  If your child is buying lunch, please send the money in an envelope with your child’s name on it.

4. Where do I pick up my child after school?
If you are picking up your child by car, then your child will be waiting for you by the big gate on Green Tea St.  If your child walks home, then your child will go to the front of the school.

5. Is there a dress code?  If there is, what is the dress code?
All students must come to school dressed in clean, comfortable clothing, which allows them to participate in the many types of activities that occur during the elementary school day. Appearance should reflect that children are in school, ready to work and learn.

In all cases, students are to wear clothing that covers all parts of the body from neck to mid-thigh. Students may wear sleeveless clothing, but shoulders must be covered.  All pants, slacks, jeans, skirts, and shorts shall remain at the top of the waist.  At no time should any undergarments be visible.  Student dress should reflect respect and pride in each individual student and the school community.

Any type of dress or personal grooming that disrupts the educational environment and is a threat to safety or health is prohibited.  Any clothing that interferes with the educational atmosphere of the school is prohibited. Exotic makeup or hair dye is prohibited.  Any clothing or jewelry that would create an unsafe situation in any class is prohibited. All footwear must be secured to the foot. In particular, flip-flops are not appropriate for school. Platform and high-heeled shoes must not interfere with normal walking.  When there is a question about the appropriateness of a student's dress and appearance, parents may be contacted.


6. Will is your homework policy?
Homework packets will be sent home on Mondays.  The days of the week will be listed on the homework sheet and each day it will have a specific assignment that needs to be completed.  The assignments will be in the subject areas of math, spelling, and writing/reading.  This packet will be kept in a homework folder that will go home and come back daily.  The assignments for spelling (spelling list and activities), math (worksheet of problems), poetry, and reading/writing (reading assignment in book and then answering questions or writing about the story being read) will be attached to the cover sheet.  Homework will be collected and graded daily.  Students will not have homework over the weekend.  They will do homework Monday through Thursday.  On the other side of the folder will be a behavior sheet.  It will include a place for you to initial every day that you have seen the assignments. Each week I will staple a new behavior sheet and assignment calendar on top of the old ones. This will really help me and you keep up with the homework. If the student's assignment calendar isn't initialed, I will mark the Behavior Sheet for "missing materials."  
Students will turn in their homework folder every day in the morning for me to check over.  Then we will go over it as a class.  I will grade all homework.  I will return all of the graded homework on Fridays.  If a student fails to return a homework assignment or does a poor job, I will require the student to do the assignment during recess time.  I will also send a note home.

7. Can I volunteer in your classroom?  If so, what must I do?

Of course you can!  Volunteers are always needed in my classroom.  I would love to put you to work preparing materials, doing paperwork, or supervising small groups.  Let me know your availability when possible, so that I can work out a schedule.  All volunteers should enter quietly and check out the “To Do” box.  If you have a special talent, interesting hobby, play a musical instrument, or are an expert on some topic, let me know, and I’ll schedule you to be a special visitor for a day.  Parents can also come in to teach special lessons, read stories, bring food and do cooking projects, or even plan and sew a quilt with the class.  If you can’t work in the classroom, but would like to prepare materials at home, or xerox papers at work for us, just let me know!  If you do sign up to be a regular classroom helper, I will be counting on your regular attendance.  If you can’t make it on your day, try to switch with someone, or get another mom/dad to substitute for you.

8. What does my child need to bring for school each day?

The school generally provides all necessary material, although I may occasionally send home a wish list for such items as egg cartons, empty boxes, or strawberry baskets for a special project.  

9. Where can I get a holiday/vacation schedule for the school year?

A copy of the school calendar is distributed with the registration forms and is sent to families of students who are currently enrolled prior to the commencement of each school year.  Current school year calendars are also sent home at the commencement of each school year.  Extra copies are available in the school office.  It is a good idea to mark your calendar as soon as possible with all the information pertinent to Green Tea Elementary School - for instance, the holidays, minimal days, non-student day and longer breaks.  

10. What is Back-to-School/Parent Information Night?

Back-to-School Night (a.k.a. Parent Information Night) is an evening event that takes place in September.  It gives teachers the opportunity to explain the curriculum and instructional day schedule to the parents/guardians of the students in their classes.  It also is an opportunity for parents/guardians to get acquainted with their children's teachers and to obtain answers to any questions they may have.  NOTE: Childcare is NOT provided for this evening's communication, families are respectfully requested to make alternate arrangements for the care of their children.

11. When is Open House, and who may attend?

Open House is held near the end of the school year, usually in May, and provides an opportunity for students to bring t heir friends and family to their classroom to see what they have accomplished during the year.  All classrooms are open, so everyone has the chance to not only see their class, but the classes of other students and teachers - to get a feel for what one might expect in grade levels to come and to see what other friends and family members have done in their respective classes.  Families with incoming kindergarten students are welcome to attend Open House the spring before their child starts school.

12. What state tests do students take in first grade?  

The main test that first graders take is the CAT6, which is the California Achievement Test that is based on the California State Standards. This test is taken in May and test in the disciplines of language arts, math, science, and social studies.  It is given over a six-day period of time.
