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“Netiquette" is network etiquette, which covers both common courtesy online and the informal rules in cyberspace.  It is used to behave properly online. 

- Remember that you are talking in PUBLIC to HUMANS, not privately to computers. 

: Try not to hurt people's feelings. Remember that those are real people out there. Also When you communicate through cyberspace -- via email or on discussion groups -- your words are written.  Whatever you write in cyberspace, it can become a public comment.  In other words, there are chances that they can be stored somewhere where you have no control over them.  You never know who’s reading it, or who may be spreading it around.  In other words, there's a good chance they can come back to haunt you
- Behave just the same online as you were in real life. 

: if you encounter an ethical dilemma in cyberspace, consult the code you follow in real life. Also if you're tempted to do something that's illegal in cyberspace, that is a bad Netiquette. Moreover, avoid writing email messages or posting in newsgroups using all caps, because IT LOOKS LIKE YOU ARE SHOUTING.  Be pleasant and polite. Don't use offensive language. In addition, pay attention to the content of your writing. Be sure you know what you're talking about. In addition, make sure your notes are clear and logical.
- Keep your communications to the point.  

: When you write something down in cyberspace, you are ultimately taking up other people’s time.  Some people pay for Internet access by the hour.  The longer it takes to read your messages, the more it may cost them.  Thus, a good netiquette would be to ensure that the time people spend reading your posting isn’t wasted.  If you post an ad to a newsgroup, or send it in an email, clearly identify it in the subject line – that way people who are not interested don’t need to waste their time.  Also before you copy people on your email messages, ask yourself whether they really need to know. If the answer is no, don't waste their time. To keep messages short, use some common abbreviations that people are aware of, such as “BTW” which means “by the way.” 

- You are not the center of the cyberspace.   

: Don't expect instant responses to all your questions, and don't assume that all readers will agree with -- or care about -- your passionate arguments.
- Do not continue ‘flame wars.’ 

Flaming" is what people do when they express a strongly held opinion without holding back any emotion.  When online, be prepared to receive some flamings, such as angry email or be treated rudely n a public discussion.  However, do not attack back.  If you attack back, you will spark a “flame war.”  Good netiquette forbids the continuation of flame wars -- series of angry letters, being very rude and swearing in a public discussion. 

- don’t abuse your power

: Some people in cyberspace have more power than others. Knowing more than others, or having more power than they do, does not give you the right to take advantage of them. For example, the government should never read private email.
- respect other people’s privacy 
- be forgiving other people’s mistake. 

<Keypal Project>

My Keypal is a Japanese guy who is 19 years old and currently lives in Japan.  I used Dave’s ESL Café’s Message Exchange Board (http://www.eslcafe.com/mx/) to find a keypal.  Dave’s ESL Café (http://www.eslcafe.com/) has many useful links for English learners.  There are quizzes you can take, quote you can read and learn English, and slangs.  Moreover, not only boring learning stuff, Dave’s ESL Café has a link to job finding page and has his own photo, as well as idea cookbook, which gives idea for English teachers or for English learners.  However, personally, I really don’t like this Website.  The reason is I don’t think it is user-friendly.  The graphics are messy and it doesn’t look neat at all.  My first impression was “wow, messy!”  It stops me to search around this Web.  Even the Message Exchange Board was messy.  The message board doesn’t seem like it was working for people who really wanted to learn English.  It looked like as if the visitors were looking for girls or for other things.  The owner should have deleted the message that seems unnecessary or that was hindering the English learners to post their messages.  Then, why did I use this site?  At first, I didn’t know the site would be this bad.  When I first posted my message, I actually didn’t read other people’s messages just because I was busy.  However, when I first got a reply from a weird person, I went in to this site again and tried to figure out what the atmosphere was.  Nevertheless, I found a great keypal from this site.  So I did not had to go and find a new keypal in another website. However one feature I liked about this site is the page called “Idea Cookbook,” where it had lots of idea for English teachers and students as well.

I have been corresponding with this guy for 2 weeks.  He had given me good information on New Age Music.  Many of them were not actually used in making my homepage, however, I had a chance to listen to several music that I never heard of before, such as Isao Sasaki and Ryuichi Sakamoto.  I told him my homepage address, and he visited my homepage several times giving me some tips, such as he liked the way it was formatted and instead of just putting “other music links,” why don’t I put links of famous New Age musicians.  Moreover, he gave me some tips of new age music in ads or tvs.  He told me that there is a separate CD of Yuhki Kuramoto that has collections of music that were used as background music.  If it were not my Keypal, I would not have included this CD in my homepage.  Though my keypal knew a lot about new age musicians, he was not very familiar of Foreign new age musicians, such as Kevin Kern, David Lanz, or Steve Barakatt.  So I gave him some information about these Western musicians. 

Here is a sample of our email correspondence. 

	From: Mini Kang minimon524@hotmail.com 

Hi Tereyaki! 

Thank you for your fast reply and ongoing concern. 

Isao Sasaki.... actually i really don't know her. 
So i asked my boyfriend (since my boyfriend knows new age music a lot better than me!) about this person, and he told me her music is really pretty.  Actually he told me that i heard her music before. haha. i just didn't notice before that the music i heard before was Isao Sasaki's. 
Since you don't know much about Kevin Kern, you'd better visit my homepage and try listening to his songs.  I will update more about his related information and his songs. 

oh, by the way, do you have any information on new age music that was played as a background music for movies or for some ads?  I am currently doing a research on that side, and if you could help me with this i would really appreciate it.  But if you have no idea, then don't worry =)  I will just try my best researching through the Internet. 

I'd better go today, i'm sleepy too. 

Waiting for your reply, 
Mini

	Reply from Tereyaki piazzola4u@hotmail.com 

Hi, nice to meet you again.  How are you?  I'm good.  Yes, I know about new age music in ads or Tv or movies.  I know Yuhki Kuramoto's many music used in movies and soap operas and TV commercials.  I think you know the movie "Love Letter." I know this movie was exported to Korea, right?  "Love Letter" O.S.T is his music and "reverie" is contain in "The Hotel" OST.  "The Hotel" is TV drama (1990) in Japan.  And "In a refreshing Breeze" this music used in TV NHK soap opera "One more kiss."  And this soap opera main character is Yoon Son Ha.  Yoon Son Ha is very pretty. you know her? She is korean actress and is she famous also in korea?  Also Japanese movie "April Story" OST has Yuki Guramoto music.  Oh, last year, i visit Korea Kyungju with my friends. It is very pretty in kyungju. You visited there? i liked kyungju very much. Did you visit Japan before?  We are very close, so you should come. 

today's letter is finished here. bye 
- Tereyaki.


Electronic card

I like Hallmark Electronic Greetings (http://www.hallmark.com/hmk/Website/hallmark_home.jsp) just because I like Hallmark!  As I browsed through this Web to send an electronic card to my keypal, Tereyaki, I found it very user-friendly.  I could browse a free e-card by searching through the categories, which are divided into many sections, such as “upcoming holidays,” “milestones” “just for fun,” and so on.  I did not have to waste my time going through all the cards which cards mean what.  Moreover, I know hallmark cards are pretty enough and so I know I was saving time finding neat e-cards.  Besides, I could send gift or gift certificates when sending electronic cards at the same time.  I haven’t sent any gift with my free card yet, but I know for sure that I will be using this site for my boyfriend to send an e-card with a gift in the near future. 

