PRIVATE


The Hacker's Toolkit – No, we're not going to show you how to hack the Pentagon. But we do have a slew of downloads that'll let you hack your own PC and keep malicious hackers at bay. 

Not all hackers, and not all hacks, are wicked. Many hacks add new features to your favorite programs, speed up your system, and juice your hardware. Hacks aren't elegant--some of them are downright sloppy--but they work, and that's what matters. 

Of course, that's not to say that all hacks are warm and fuzzy. Plenty of hackers out there are just itching to crack the Pentagon, NASA, the New York Times, and maybe even your PC. Don't sweat: we'll help you keep these malicious hackers at bay. 

We've collected 14 downloads that will let you join the hacking brigade. These clever tools delve behind the scenes of your system to squeeze more power out of your processor and your RAM, tweak your most oft-used programs, push your hardware to the limit, and keep hackers who've joined the dark side from pawing your PC. 


Hack Into Windows
Take it from us, Windows ain't perfect. Crack the hood of your OS and tinker to your heart's content with these downloads.

Pump Up Your Hardware
Why settle for less from your peripherals? We have some downloadable hacks that will squeeze every last ounce of power from your hardware.

Tweak Your Software
You love Netscape Communicator and ICQ, but you know they could be better. Make improvements now with these clever tools.

Keep Hackers at Bay
Not all hacks were made in heaven. We have all the tools you'll need to keep malicious hackers from getting their hooks into your PC.



Hack Into Windows
We like Windows (well, more or less), but it never works exactly the way we want it to. After you install the OS, you'll probably want to change the desktop, fine-tune the dial-up settings, and maybe even delve into the dreaded Windows Registry for some hard-core tweaks. (Click here to learn more about hacking the Registry.) These downloads let you hack Windows to your heart's content. 

Tweaki (JerMar Software) http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-36953-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_36953


http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-36953-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_36953Download for the PC!
Tired of those little arrows on your shortcut icons? Want to keep CDs from playing the second you slap them into the CD-ROM drive? Well, you could open RegEdit (a tool that lets you browse the Registry via its Windows Explorer-style interface) and start fiddling with your PC's fundamental settings. However, unless you're an expert, we suggest you don't mess with the Registry. Instead, play it safe with Tweaki, a simple tool that does all the dangerous hacking for you. Tweaki lets you access hundreds of system settings, giving you control over everything from the Windows interface and the Start menu to security settings and boot options. It also includes a Right-Click Wizard feature that lets you create your own right-click, context-sensitive menus for any file you choose. You can even use Tweaki to hack settings for Microsoft Office 97 and 2000. 

WindowBlinds (Stardock Systems Inc.)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-43728-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_43728

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-43728-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_43728Download for the PC!
Sure, tweaking the Registry and changing hidden settings can give you a fair amount of control over the look of your OS, but it can take you only so far. If you're looking for a way to give Windows a massive face-lift, look no further than WindowBlinds. This desktop enhancement allows you to alter the appearance of your desktop drastically, right down to window borders, check boxes, and buttons. You can even ditch the Windows look altogether by setting your desktop to look like an entirely different OS. Although WindowBlinds primarily relies on skins (tiny files that contain an entire set of cosmetic enhancements for your interface), it also gives you control over many individual settings, such as check boxes and toolbars. There's even a feature that automatically downloads the "Skin of the Week" from the WindowBlinds Web site.

WinRescue (Super Win Software)
http://www.download.com/pc/list/1,339,0-a-0-0-d-1,00.html?search=winrescue&SWsearchlink=false&super=78&tag=st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_winrescue

http://www.download.com/pc/list/1,339,0-a-0-0-d-1,00.html?search=winrescue&SWsearchlink=false&super=78&tag=st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_winrescueDownload for the PC!
It's every hacker's worst nightmare: you've just been tweaking Windows or hacking the Registry when bam! Your precious PC no longer boots. There's always some danger involved in making drastic changes to your operating system, but WinRescue will help minimize the risk. This lifesaving utility backs up the Windows Registry--along with a variety of other important system files--before you start tweaking. Once you've created an archive of the Registry and other critical files, WinRescue will compress it to save valuable disk space; meanwhile, the program's handy backup manager makes it easy to track your various backup sets. WinRescue also creates a special boot disk for dire emergencies, and includes a special DOS version for those rare instances when Windows simply refuses to boot, even in Safe mode.

Windows Registry Guide (RegEdit.com)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44197-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_44197

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44197-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205478.txt.dl_44197Download for the PC!
Hacking directly into the user-unfriendly Windows Registry isn't for the faint of heart; one wrong step could lead to disaster. However, if you insist upon journeying into the heart of Registry darkness, make sure you bring this essential guide along with you. The Windows Registry Guide reveals where many settings are located in the Windows 95, 98, and NT Registries, and how to change them. Although it is not a comprehensive guide, it does give you enough information to hack many valuable networking, desktop, and performance settings. The Windows Registry Guide even includes several tips and tricks that let you completely bypass the dangerous task of editing your Registry. 

Pump Up Your Hardware
Sooner or later your 128MB of RAM and your 3D accelerator card will be better off in a museum than in your PC. With these downloads at your side, you can hack your hardware and squeeze every last ounce of power from your computer. Just make sure you don't melt your CPU in the process. 

Sisoft SANDRA 99 (3B Software) http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-35399-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_35399


http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-35399-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_35399

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-35399-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_35399"
Download for the PC!
You want to start hacking your hardware. But where do you start? Unless you built the system yourself, chances are you don't know all the minute details of its components, cards, drives, and peripherals. That's where Sisoft SANDRA (System Analyzer Diagnostic and Reporting Assistant) comes in. This comprehensive tool provides vast amounts of diagnostic data about your system's CPU, BIOS, drives, graphics cards, memory, and more. For example, SANDRA will not only tell you what CPU you're using, it will also report the size of the system's data caches, show you what sort of multimedia capabilities your system has, measure how fast your CPU fan is running, and even take the current temperature of your processor. Want to get the exact number of files on your hard drive? SANDRA is there for you. The program even goes so far as to offer performance and troubleshooting tips. 

MemTurbo (Silicon Prairie Software)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-40475-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_40475

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-40475-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_40475

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-40475-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_40475"
Download for the PC!
You may not realize it, but your system's precious memory is slowly being eaten away. Inefficient programs and greedy DLLs often clog your computer's memory, resulting in slower performance. Stem the tide of wasted RAM with the help of MemTurbo. This performance-boosting utility displays a real-time graph of current memory usage and tells you how much free physical memory your system has. If your free physical memory is too low, MemTurbo defragments your scattered RAM, recovers memory leaks from applications, and flushes unused libraries and DLLs. Once MemTurbo has worked its magic, you'll end up with more available memory and faster system performance. MemTurbo runs in your system tray; whenever you need to recover memory, simply hit a special hot key combination. Better yet, you can set MemTurbo to run automatically. Just determine a minimum memory level, and whenever your free memory drops below this threshold, MemTurbo will fire up all by itself.

TweakIt (BGR Software)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-43369-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_43369

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-43369-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_43369

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-43369-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205481.txt.dl_43369"
Download for the PC!
Your Voodoo2 3D accelerator card has turned your ho-hum PC into a blazingly fast gaming machine, but you're greedy. You want more. You're dying to overclock your Voodoo chipset to push it above and beyond the factory specs, but you're leery of messing with the arcane system settings that'll make it happen. Never fear: just give TweakIt a try. This program allows you to boost the performance of your Voodoo, Voodoo2, Voodoo Rush, and Voodoo Banshee 3D accelerator cards (Voodoo3 support will be available soon). Having problems with your Voodoo card? TweakIt includes a built-in 3dfx troubleshooter that can help solve those glitches. Be warned, however: Overclocking your 3D card is a great way to fry your motherboard. Proceed with caution.

Tweak Your Software
Now that you've hacked into your OS and your hardware, it's time to take the next step. We have a small collection of downloads that will help you hack some of the most popular software on the Web. 

mICQ (Creator Software) http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-47577-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_47577


http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-47577-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_47577

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-47577-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_47577"
Download for the PC!
If you're a true-blue ICQ fanatic, you probably have separate ICQ identities for your friends, for your coworkers, and for your invisible friend, Ralph. Too bad ICQ lets you log on to only one account at a time. Get the multiple-personality feeling you crave with mICQ, a handy little hack that lets you use all your ICQ accounts at once. Each time you run mICQ, it creates a special copy of the ICQ executable; this allows you to open multiple instances of ICQ, each with its own ICQ number. You can open up to 1,000 separate windows, though you'll probably need only two or three (we hope). But hey, a little excess never hurt anyone. 

Power Browsing Tools for Netscape (inQuare Software)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-46277-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_46277

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-46277-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_46277

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-46277-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_46277"
Download for the PC!
Netscape Communicator may be a classic, but even this warhorse of a Web browser could do with a bit of improvement. Power Browsing Tools for Netscape lets you hack some new features into Communicator with a set of four nifty add-ons. One of the tools places an extra button on the toolbar that allows Netscape to run in full-screen mode, hiding all the toolbars and minimizing the taskbar. You simply click your mouse button whenever you are ready to return to normal viewing mode. Power Browsing Tools also enables Netscape to save an entire Web page, including graphics. And to prevent the frustration of interrupted downloads, Netscape will recover those lost transfers with a new download manager. Finally, for those of you who have a three-button mouse but wish you had a scroll mouse instead, Power Browsing Tools lets you use your third button to scroll Web pages or frames.

bleem (bleem llc)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44980-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_44980

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44980-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_44980

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44980-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205484.txt.dl_44980"
Download for the PC!
If you've been dying to try some PlayStation games but you don't want to shell out $100 for the hardware, we have a clever little program for you. A hack called bleem lets you play Sony PlayStation games on your PC. Once bleem is installed, simply pop in your favorite PlayStation CD, and you're ready to start playing. The quality is only as good as your machine; however, if you have a souped-up gaming PC, the experience will be as good as the real thing. You can even set up virtual memory cards so that you can save your games. Although the demo version does not support 3D acceleration and several other high-end features, it will give you a taste of what you can do with the full version. And at about one third of the cost of the actual console, who can resist?

Keep Hackers at Bay
Most hackers spend their time and energy finding cool shortcuts and workarounds that make our digital lives much easier. However, there are plenty of bad apples out there who are just dying to wreak havoc on your unsuspecting system. We've gathered a few programs to keep your newly tweaked PC safe from malicious hackers. 

Jammer (Jammersoft Corp.) 
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44835-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_44835

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44835-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_44835

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44835-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_44835"
Download for the PC!
NetBus and Back Orifice 2000 are two names guaranteed to strike fear into the hearts of network users. These so-called tools let scheming hackers gain access to, and take control of, remote computers. Before you head for the hills, though, give Jammer a try. Jammer scans and captures all incoming and outgoing Internet or intranet traffic, analyzing it for intruders. If it finds someone trying to hack your computer, Jammer will dump them from your system and send a customized note to the hacker's system administrator (we recommend something like, "Gotcha, sucka!"). The program detects TCP scanning, wherein hackers send out thousands of data packets to find host machines that are receptive, and therefore vulnerable, to attack. Jammer also scans for most Trojan horses and network tools that can take over a PC, from NetBIOS and Legion to Ogre and the latest version of Back Orifice 2000. 

NetBus Detective (Mr.S. Production)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-42624-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_42624

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-42624-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_42624

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-42624-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_42624"
Download for the PC!
The infamous NetBus tool lets a hacker do just about anything to your computer, from opening your CD drive to wiping your files or capturing your every keystroke. NetBus Detective lets you know if hackers are probing your PC with this invasive program. If the detective sniffs out any nefarious NetBus activity, it sends a customized message to the hacker before it unceremoniously drops the connection. NetBus Detective will also seek out and destroy any NetBus servers or Trojan horses on your PC that might act as a gateway for mischievous hackers, and it keeps a printable log of any and all hacking attempts. Finally, for that extra bit of security, you can password-protect NetBus Detective and direct it to sound an alarm whenever it senses trouble.

NoBackDoors (Technotel)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44789-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_44789

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44789-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_44789

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-44789-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_44789"
Download for the PC!
Back doors make for nice additions to your house, but they're the last things you want installed on your computer, especially if it's a hacker who's doing the installation. With a back door in place on your PC, roving Net troublemakers can just stroll right in and wreak havoc--unless you have NoBackDoors. This clever security app searches for programs--such as Back Orifice 2000, AciD Shivers, and other colorfully named tools of the hacking trade--that create back doors. The instant an invasion is detected, NoBackDoors will alert you and promptly slam the back door in the hacker's face by killing their access. The program will also figure out what installed the back door in the first place, and will remove every last vestige of the unwelcome intrusion.

LockDown 2000 (Harbor Telco Security Corp.)
http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-40057-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_40057

http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-40057-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_40057

HYPERLINK "http://www.download.com/pc/software/0,332,0-40057-g,1000.html?st.cn.3745-7-205487.txt.dl_40057"
Download for the PC!
Every time you log on to the Internet, there's a chance you could be hacked. Of course, you could avoid all security threats by never surfing the Web, but come on, how much fun would that be? A more practical solution is LockDown 2000, an airtight security program that lets you control access to your computer. LockDown 2000 lets you automatically decline access to all remote users, or restrict access to your friends and trusted neighbors. If you do allow other users to access your machine, LockDown 2000 will log each connection and record who is connecting, where they're coming from, and when they made the connection. To prevent illegal access by hackers, the program features background Trojan detection and removal. If a hacker is ever detected trying to gain unauthorized access, LockDown 2000 will quickly drop the connection and attempt to trace the intruder.


