Chabot College

Mr. Ho

What To Do When Stuck On Homework

Using your book/notes/handouts

1. Read the BOOK FIRST, not the solution manual!!! You may need to read with paper and pencil because the book may skip steps that you don’t see. Fill in those steps to make sure that you understand what you read.

2. Look up vocabulary words in the book or glossary.

3. Match the problem with an example in the book or in your notes. Identify the difference between the example and the problem that made the problem harder than the example. 

Understanding the problem

4. Read word problems carefully. Act out the situation physically or mentally to get a feel of the problem.

5. Draw a diagram.

6. Organize information in a table, with headings and units well labeled.
7. Guess an answer to be checked manually. The calculation process gives you a concrete handle on the problem and may help you set up an equation.
Moving towards a solution

8. Transform a problem into a form that has already been solved.

9. Identify missing information that would be helpful. 

10. Write down relationships among given information, missing information that would be useful, and the answer you seek. Form a chain of relationships that connect the given information to the answer you seek. There could be extra information in the problem, so don’t number crunch mindlessly, which doesn’t help you understand anyway.

11. Remember what you are asked to find. The variable you solved may not answer the question fully. Alternatively, you may not need to solve for the variable in your equation to answer the question!

Checking for errors

12. Explain how each step helps you get closer to the solution, and justifying each step.

13. Check the hypothesis of the rule or formula used.

14. Match the corresponding parts of your problem to those in the rule or formula.

15. Use specific examples and common sense to avoid errors. For instance, you know that 
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. Therefore, don’t try to add fractions by adding the numerator and the denominator separately, because you know that 
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16. If you read the solution manual, make sure you understand each step. Sometimes steps are skipped to save space, or you may need to review basic skills that the author assumed you know.
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