ANIMAL INSTINCTS

it absotutely adored Sreha Ho was not one of those pipheaded
nabe chawinist who preferred an eye candy on their arms, /¢t was
Sheka s compassiom and imocence, a rarity these days, that drew hin
closer to her. Skeha was no /a/a/)( Jane, At 5flf 5 1, sporting a slin
f/}x«ﬁ@, and a pretty faae she was one af the pretliest ///)4/{? "
office. Of cowrse her overt charm had atiracted hin /)(/'t/éz/é but
then as an acoounts head at a reputed PR organization he was wsed to
seeiny beauliful faces around hin.  Nitin had atways been strictly
professional with his emplayees, Of course he was not waware of the
/}(fwt/'aa&’ //E/afy effwb‘ e had over women, Nitin & impressive
presence and charisma ablong with his communization skithe had won hin

thds job and many wedk Kyeed ladies hearts,



Skeha gften accompanied Nitie as an assistant accounts evecative, For
the fiest few months theie interaction was stristly professinal, O
rare fea/ vecasions their conversalion traversed to short /ﬂe/‘mm/
chats,

/¢ was a busy /%/(/ay with koveriry deadlines. Nitin and Sheka were
a//‘eac{y ranning late faﬁ a meeling, ”f//j / éo/ae the client is alo
stuck i this . " Sheha sad as she looked back irritated at Che
honking car at the back. Nitin smited at the casual joke and started
honking ot the car ix the front Tt e betler to piss others off than
get pissed off. 7~ please stops! /@ teft ear is a/mac{y deaf with
the melodions masic f/‘m the back, Lets save Che other one, [
wonder why peqpte blow their heads off. (f there are a hundred cars
" fﬁmj do Kéey epect us Lo f{y over o make wiy 7" Wit fﬂa/(c/
Sneha s ivritation wasaallly hitarions, he laghed out aboud, He die t
nind gettivy stuck ix a_jam with a beautiful chick. Oh! Foor thing,

how dil you gt here? ” Sheha gupped at something peering down the
oar & window, Before Nitie could sobre the /aazz/e Sheha gpened the
door and seogped something ap and ran lowards the site walks leaving
a startted Niti midway through his sentence, " wha.......... 7" te
saw @ dity httte puppy jump out of her hand on G the side walks,

She retuwrned abwost /}(J’fa/(fé weoncerned af the (/'/:?/ZZ% /ﬂe/;a/ewa/
onlookers, /62/%{/ toad téa% ever witnessed a pounp and /eaa%la/



aninal saviore at work, Sorry siv, [ couldl not lot G Tinmy get

et " Sheha said o/o&’/}g/ the car s door. ,7/-2%/;(% who? Okt OF,

7/_211/;% mast have had the best ride home so fa/‘, [ e aéeeff Uttle

té/}y 5 sure to grow il a real road side Fomeo” Nitin teased
Sheha as he smited at her /}r(//&é /}r(/aa/ff/éﬁe/(e&& She suwre has a
heart af f/a/a’ " he téoa/éb‘,

By wow MNitin was well aware 0[{ Sheha ¢ weakness fa/* aninals,
There had been numerons more aninal resoue epiisades ixvobring
Sreha, On a fab‘aﬁ/ay eveniny he callod 4 Sheha o the cafeleria o
lhe protext of some wygert discassion aboul the currert acoout,
Sreha looked stuwming ix her orispy cotton Capri and fpure hugging
btue shirt. Nitin heaved in relief as he saw Syeha enter. She must
have some interest i me,,. ke mused Mitin had Cold fer 0/({}
yesterday that blue was kis favorite color, As their conversation
dwindted ilo an wncomfortable sitence Nitie mustered 4 all the
cowrage he conld, [he Tining was perfect and of course ke was armed
lo the steeve with ol his charm, (¢ was late noon and there were
very few /ﬁ%}ﬁ/e at the cafelfe/‘/&, Sneha [ve 9ot &om&%/}g/ 0‘0/‘
404 7 ke sail //fb‘//y up a basket, which had been tuilden fmw Sheha &
view G now, aaw/a/{y mnto the table, Sheha s /eﬁfaﬁ/ac{ look,
L‘/‘a/(&fa/‘/f(ea/ ity a sweel smite as she 0/&/{%/ the basket and /ﬁw&c/



insite, A swowy white puppy stept blissfully waware on a soft white
olyth,  Sheha [ want o raise this puypy with you together. Wil

you marry me 7" Wit asked with a ya/'zz/'aa/ snite on g /7&? Du
&’Zy 1y, you L‘/é%aaa/ we, Syeha said J’/ff/%}gx a’eﬂ(aﬁe@,

Sheha gt foer /’0/ aflfe/‘ their marriage, /t was e/(lf/)‘aé toer
decision, %/&%ngé Nitin tad an a/(w/r(fw‘ta//e fw/?}gz aboul 1t never
vorced his wews, Sheha & é%ﬁ/}(e&f was ol te wanted /%/w&;/e toad
browght a whote rew worll to her. /De/‘écy& she was rht in Caking
the break, Nitin was delirionsty happy o have Sreta as his wife ard
nothing else mattered, Sheha had taken Nitix s supgestion to bring ap
F/%% / the Uttt white o / pretly J’M/'ﬂa&’@, At f/}‘&b‘ Nitin
found otV this téom«yé{i anusing, As the days turned into months an
ominous oreepy fee/?}g wasg &’/mé c/e@ae/(aﬁg upon N,

”ﬂa/‘/?}y come Na, sit with me (n dead Gived, Your sweet smite with
f/‘e&ée/( me ap, " Witin called out one c/ay L a 1/1/(?/3{/ /a&% /00%/)@}/
Sreha as ke stumped down on the sofa. ’foﬁ/y Nitin, [ have to foed
/[/a//% Baba his dimer and put hin to stoep, [ W be with you i a
éa%f an thoar, Chandana grve Satnb his dinner” Sheha called out o the
naid as she huericd past. Nitic was anazed and mostly jealins of the
attention /[/a//% commanded, [t was as /f V% /(@«/Zy wed a//fe/ was



having @ passionate affai, o was ashamed of havicg To compete with
a a/a// faﬁ Sheha s attention, She brushed hin, fec{ b with her
fands, ook hin oul 0‘0/4 o/a/@ walks, fﬁeyamb‘ wSIts o /eaaéy saboon,

and of course /[/a/a/% was the trendiest dog in the nephborhood with
an enviable cotlection of doy attive, Nitin thanked his stars that he
was ﬁefe/‘/‘/}g/ Lo /%/ﬁ/% as a 0/004/ 0/({% it his L‘éacg/élf& o was
spared from an entire eveniny of inviporated locture, Do o call
any fa//m haman /e/}(% tuman /a/}g/ 7" Sheha s gpening e would
invaricble start on that note regarding this topie. Oh! My God that
c/cy even &'/é/t beside Sheha in the bed loast he gets seared” Nitix
Shivered every line % b‘émg/ét@ zfm/(&y/‘w&eo/ to lhe &’/&e/&/)g/
arrangements in ks house, Skeha never forgot to /a/a/(t a good npht
or good morning Kiss on F/ﬂ/ﬁ/ﬂy § tuseious snout. Nitin considered hin-
selff /aa@ if te got a dog breath fitled peck from Sreha, Suck
dedicated servive and patience s rare ever ix new mothers. Asgarr!
[here was not a moment of privacy ik my lfe. (f that dog can write
he W not lack any /‘aa/wéf marriage naterial ” b%wyét Nitn,

/De/%@a&' agreeimy Lo take F/ﬂ//y a/wy fo/‘ therr éw(efmw( was
begining of his self-drafted doon, 7 should have set boundarses from
the beginniny when [ had a chance, g Lhought Nitie, Ho Krew any

devration fﬁm s carrent stand wonld c/e@b‘my ea@l/ae a(f aninal lover
e had bult 0[0/‘ é/}mfe%f, [t was a disaster o base the faa/(/alf/'w( 0f



love on decest, As far as Sneha compassionate nature was ooncerned
/t was o/ea/%y a case of (faa/&‘y /'aa?//f(e/(t on his part, How cold he
tell that compassion can sebectively diseriminate between human and
aninale 7

Sreta tad hinted many a tines Witin /[/0//% Baba needs company. o
gels bored you know, " Nitic knew Sheha down to her every bone
wow, She was talling about a new addition o the fam@ alright ie.
if te wished o raise a fanity of dogs and cats, % firances don ¢
llow we ts take care of another one dear "t woulll ebude the lopri
with s pretet, Sheha however g0t foer wiy around the /Ma//a/r(,

She woudd f/‘eyaw{t@ encounter &L‘/‘ay and /%«/&@/ and ol animale

c{a/o/}y, She woald 0‘@@/ them and &e/& them G the tine L%ey were
a@aa//e af /){é/@/{d@/{f Uving o G Ifé@y faa/(c/ a home, [he
a/(c/e/oeb‘a/(af}g/ with Nitie was L‘éey were 1ot to be allowed inside the
house and Chey were Co be only Cemporary deperdants, Watehing
Sheha with the awuinale was a divire pleasure, She was e a
Florence /l///?/éf/}ya/e i the animal worlld [hat was //%&/&’@Zi the
reason why Nitie gave ix o her in smaller or bipger ways, o was
after ol @ man with his heart ix the rght place. 4/:%0%4 Nitii
was thankfud that Flappy wes the only one with an entry ticket for
the house he soon discovered @ rew problem, 7 he good word about
Sheka s doed &;Meac/ fa&f and wide in both the animal and haman



Z/}yc{m, Cats and ﬂqy& who had recerred a fawﬁ hovered i and
around his house, }Deo/ﬂ/e c/m/ﬂ/aa/ " /ya/‘aa/ and ol aninale without
home at Mrs, Sweha s aninal home. His house was Je//ka/}y to look

Uke the ones i animal horror movres,

Ore c/ay Nitin was /a&y m a meeling with top rotoh clients, to had
gsued sttt instruction (o his secrelary Go 1ot to ot anybody or any
calle disturd tin, z%/f wiy L‘é/‘wg/é the meeling a fa/(ab‘/a seoretary
came barging i, S Madam s on live one, She s orying
tysterically, Flease speak to her. [ hape its nothing bad " A
worried Nitix grabbed the lie, Swehia/ What iz it7 Are you all
right? Please stop erying and tell me, " Al Seha couldd manage to
tell was Wit /a/ea&e eome,, ..., (W die.” Nitix rashed out to home
without aother word He rashed wpstairs on reaching home to find
Sreha waltig on the bed] cwled onto something, Nitin grabbed her
/M/t{ betind with his heart miSSIng several beats, ‘What e it
c/aﬁ//}g/ 7 What i it7” ke ashed and then &ac/c/@f({ﬁ recoted back,
[ here was F/@ﬁ/&% (/02/}@} /ﬁ[ﬂ?fc/{y on bed as Sheha //ffaa/ ter head
fﬁm tis chest. it F/o/a/% hasn ¢ eaten all a/af he must be
ta/wZZy sick, [ called up tis vet. o asked me o wait and wateh
and not worry /f he ig active, But Mitin /:/%//% tas beer c/azégx Uie
this 010/6 éa%f an howr. e mast be tww%{y siok, [ can t drrve tin to



the vet, [ lerribly shaky. My Baba..my bata. " Sreha's head
agarn c//&%aea/‘aa’ with a /'e/% o Che famy c/e/?té@ 00[ F/o//%ff
chest, [he dog must have foll lerribly wneomfortable with the jerk
for te jumped ot of bed instantly. Ok seeiry Nitin te gave an
wm&aa/{y warm weloome /y Jjumping ol over hin and /705/}@// toi,
Flappy then rushed ot o finish the warm mith Sreha had served hin
on tis dish, Nitie stood dazed for a few noment and the without
ta///}gz another word o Sheha fe drove back to aff/o& Sreha callod
fin up latter to @M/a//'za /0/4 her rash deductions, Witin, dear don t
worry wbout the vet (e ‘gaa&/( o tin, 1t seems [ had over fec/
F/o//y Now he is /ae/‘fw L‘Zy a//‘g?/éf, ’

Nitin had to do something fast and right. tie lfe was falllng apart,

[hat wipht he disregarded /[/%/a/%f? intrusive presence and ke fiad
Sreta tad passimate tine together, [he follwing month a worriod
Sheha visited Klta her //%/(wa/oy/&’t a/wg/ with an expectant N,

Nitin didn t comment when Sneha asked Witin how with we manage 77
Wf God i Kied everything witl work out as planed with a littte het)
from Kita of course, f;//oa//}y the tests Klta came ix with the good
news ”&/yﬁab‘a/ab‘/m Jour //‘é///(d/(lf./ " Gos/.. Yes!... Yes!” Nitin

Jumped wp v deljpht, Sreha gave an embarrassed, reproving look at
Nitix but she couliln t help smiting on seeing Nitin s delipht. She hid



ker face with her pabns shyly as Nitie ook her i a warm
affw tinate embrace, Ok! R/ [ sttt here, " Flta smited, Sheha
your Uffe is going o go through a sea of change. [ can see how happy
both 0f qou are, But motherhood is a very &;ﬂw/a/ 7 which women
abome con wderstud  You are g0y Co breing ic a new Uffe to earth
ad the baby witl be at your mercy, Knowing you so well] [ have to
caution you aboul certain L‘é/}g/& [ have seen 404 with animale and [
fenow that your Kindness and patience with make you the best mother
it the world But Sreka 4ou W have to be oaﬁafa/ aboul many té/}g«f,
Gou have to take care that you dor t evert /ﬂ«/ﬂfa%f to0 much, Yo
have to maktak a éy//’@/{/’a relation with pels and aninals, F/%% /8
part of /am@ but sttt i€ i a dog. [ hape you don t mind ny tetling
4ou o this, " Nitin intervened ”ﬂf course not Klta Jou are Uke a
/7/&/6 sister o Sreha, (W loave Sheha with you and come back i

e howre,

[he news of the new arrival and one singte howe with Kita brought i
a drastic change in Che atmosphere at fone, Seta stitl showered
ber e on Floppy but the Dop had to agjust hinself to a new bed i
another room, Nitic Knew he had to share Sheha s love and adubation
with another new entrant soon but he ditn © mind o/o/}g/ §0 /0/0 %

Saror,



