
“Kawaii Kobayashi Sanzo! Abunai, Ami-chan!”

“Are you sure you’re well enough to go to school, Mi-chan?” Duo asked worriedly.  “Yeah, yeah, Duo. I’m fine, don’t worry.” Ami sighed, picking up her bag.  “Are you positive?” Duo asked.  “Duo! I said don’t worry! Musani made it so it doesn’t hurt anymore.” Ami replied.  Duo sighed and nodded, looking to Tiarina, who was standing next to Ami.  “Do you want to watch the house while we’re gone, since you’re home-schooled?” he asked.  Tiarina nodded and smiled.  “SA! Du-chan, let’s go!” Ami encouraged, looking at the clock.  “Okay!” Duo nodded and grabbed his bag, throwing it over his shoulder.  The two left the house in Duo’s car.

Ami and Duo had been away from school for about a week.  In the meantime, Tiarina had been temporarily living at their house.  Since her apartment was on a floor of the building that the nursery was in, she had to live somewhere else.  When the nursery was attacked, part of the apartments had been damaged, and the building was declared unsafe.  The babies had been moved to a nearby hospital, and Hikari had told Tiarina that Akito’s first words were “Bye-bye, Ami and Duo”.  Duo and Ami had been, of course, extremely happy when they were told this.  

The two soon reached the school, and their friends instantly bombarded their car.  The main things said were, “I was worried sick about you two!” and “Where the heck have you two been!”  When Duo and Ami finally got out of the car, they were followed by the gaggle of people into the school and to their lockers.

“Ami was wounded.” Duo replied after the group had settled down.  “How, Ami-chan!?” Naru asked.  “Duo was sick, and so I went out to get some medicine, and I got attacked.” Ami said.  “That sounds scary, Ami-chan!” Kaoru cried out.  “It was.” Ami nodded.  “What happened when you got attacked, Ami-chan?” Nakari asked.  “It was really late, and someone got me with a knife.” Ami replied.  

“Where did they get you, Ami-chan!?!?” Mika gasped.  “Look!” Ami replied, slightly pulling her shirt up so that people could see the large red mark.  The crowd of people gasped.  “When did this happen, Ami-chan?” Youji asked.  “It happened on the same day that we brought Akito to school.” The violet-haired girl replied.  “And you can still walk!? Wow!” someone cried out.  “You’re so lucky!” someone else exclaimed.

Duo smiled softly and Ami turned to her locker, opening it just as the warning bell chimed, telling people that there were only 5 minutes to the start of class.  “Mi-chan, you’re a good liar.” Duo said as soon as everybody left.  “Hontou ni, Du-chan?” Ami smirked, pulling out her English book.  Duo nodded as Usagi and Kujira walked up to them, Kujira crossing her arms.

“Lying?” the violet-haired girl asked, an eyebrow raised.  Ami jumped slightly, then looked behind her.  “Oh, Kujira, it’s just you two.” Ami said with a sigh.  “You were lying?” Usagi asked quietly.  “Yeah… It’s only because it had to do with the nursery.” Ami replied in a whisper. “ Oh… what happened?” Kujira asked.  “I’ll explain it all after school.” Ami replied, and the group of four made their way to their homeroom.

When they sat down in their seats and the bell rang, Haruna-sensei walked up in front of the class, smiling.  “Class! We’ve got a new student! His name is Sanzo Kobayashi.  Please, if you have any questions, please ask them now!” Haruna said as she walked over to her desk.  

Sanzo had long brown hair that reached to his chin, and his bangs were slightly longer than the rest of his hair, reaching about halfway down his neck.  He had deep jade-colored eyes, and was wearing the school uniform.  He was just a few inches taller than Ami, and was quite thin. He smiled and put his hands behind his back.  

“Where are you from, Kobayashi-san?” a girl raised her hand.  “My family travels, but I’m from Kyushu Island.”  Sanzo replied.  His voice was smooth, like silk.  Naru raised her hand.  “Where was your last school?” she asked.  Sanzo thought, and then replied, “Kyushu Island.” He replied.  He seems really familiar! Ami thought.

“How long have you been here, Kobayashi-san?” Ami asked as she rose her hand.  She seems familiar.  I wonder if I’ve met her from somewhere before. Sanzo thought as he flipped his hair from out of his eyes.  The girls in the class practically fainted.  “I’ve been here for about three weeks.” He replied.  “And you just enrolled here?” Ami continued.  “Yes, I did.” He smiled slightly.  “How come you didn’t enroll earlier?” the violet-haired girl persisted.  “I did.  The waiting list was quite long.” He replied.  “…If your family travels, then why was your last school in Kyushu…” she said quietly.  “I was visiting a sick relative.” Sanzo seemed amused with Ami.

“I think that’s about enough questions, don’t you, class? We need to get on with our lesson.  Now, Miss Tsukino! Since you have been having problems with your homework, I think you should be moved down here with Gurio-san.  Kobayashi-san, you may sit next to Ami.  She’s the one that was interrogating you.  And Miss Yoshiku,” Haruna-sensei said as Usagi whimpered and got out of her seat.  

“H…hai, Haruna-sensei?” Ami blinked a few times.  “I don’t want you to grill new students like that again, okay?” Haruna said angrily.  Ami nodded and apologized as Sanzo took a seat next to her. “Sa, class, please open your text books to page 783.” Haruna instructed. 

Sanzo looked over to Ami.  “Ano, Miss Ami, do you think we can share a book? I don’t have one.” Sanzo whispered, poking Ami’s shoulder.  She blinked a few times and looked to him.  “…” Ami looked down at her book, pushing it over to him.  “Borrow it.” She commanded, putting her hand on Duo’s book.  Duo looked up to her, blinking as he moved his book over a bit.  She’s cute… Sanzo thought, as he looked down at the book, smiling.  

*
*
*

“Sanzo’s so cute! Ami, I’m jealous of you!” Naru said excitedly.  Ami blinked a few times and lifted an eyebrow. “ Why?” She asked.  “Isn’t it obvious? He has a crush on you, Ami!” Naru exclaimed elatedly.  Duo’s eyes narrowed slightly and he looked down the table at Sanzo, who was sitting at the end of it.  He was talking to a group of girls that had gathered around him.  

“I dunno.” Ami shrugged, taking a bite into the rice ball she was holding in her left hand.  “But he so likes you, Ami!” Naru replied. “But I love Duo. And besides, Sanzo’s kind of odd; he found a strand of my hair in my book after I lent it to him, and he kept it in his pocket! And then he kept on staring at me throughout the whole morning classes!” She exclaimed.  

Naru sighed and looked over to Sanzo, smiling softly while blushing.  “I wonder what Sanzo’s favorite color is…” she said dreamily.  “Why don’t you ask him, then?” Usagi grinned evilly, elbowing her friend in the side.  “Well duh! Then he’d know I like him!” Naru almost shrieked.  “I’ll ask him for you!” Usagi said.  “Why doesn’t Ami ask him?” Kujira asked.  “Because, then he’ll think I like him!” Ami retorted.

“You DO?!” Usagi exclaimed.  Ami facefaulted, sweatdropping.  “Of course she doesn’t like him, Usagi-chan.” Kujira replied.  “But she just said she did—“

“No, she doesn’t!” Duo snapped, looking quite peeved.  Everybody was quiet, and Duo stood up.  “I’ll be right back.” He announced as he walked away from the table.  Ami looked on, a worried expression on her face.  

“Now see what you’ve gone and done, Usagi? You’ve made Duo upset!” Kujira scolded.  “I didn’t mean to!” Usagi whimpered.  “God, Usagi!” Naru exclaimed.  “I’m sorry!!!” Usagi whined, covering her head with her hands.  Ami stood up to go follow Duo, but was stopped as someone put his or her hand on her shoulder.

She looked behind her quickly, seeing that it was Sanzo.  “What do you want?” Ami asked suddenly.  “I was wondering, where’s the boy’s toilet?” he asked coolly.  “How would you expect me to know? I’m not a boy!” Ami exclaimed.  Sanzo’s eyebrows rose and he blinked a few times. “I’m sorry! I didn’t mean to imply that, I was just wondering…“

“It’s next to the girl’s toilet. And if you don’t even know where that is, I can’t help you.” Ami replied as she started to walk off.  “Matte, Mi-chan!” Sanzo cried out, running out in front of her.  She glared at him, her teeth clenched.

“Don’t you DARE call me that!” she growled.  “Demo—“

“Go ask someone else!” She commanded.  “But Mi-chan—“ he started again.  “What did I just tell you!? Stop calling me that, and go ask someone else! I can’t help you now, I’ve got to go find someone!” Ami shouted.  

“…Could you just please show me where it is?” Sanzo looked sort of desperate.  “Fine.  As long as you don’t call me ‘Mi-chan’ ever again.” She replied.  “Okay, Ami-sama.” He replied with a smile.  Ami grumbled a few choice words and led Sanzo to the boy’s restroom.

“Thank you, Ami-sama.” Sanzo said as he took Ami’s hand into his own and tried to kiss it.  Ami pulled hers away quickly before he could do so.  “A…Gomen.” He said quietly, walking into the bathroom.  He passed Duo while doing so.  

“Duo? You were in there?” Ami asked.  Duo nodded and walked over to her, eyeing Sanzo carefully.  “What did he do?” he asked.  “Nothing much; let’s go.” Ami replied as she and Duo walked back to their table.

“Nee, what was all that about, Ami-chan?” Mika asked suggestively.  “What was what all about?” Ami snapped.  “You and Sanzo.” Mika grinned.  “What?” Duo asked, moving his arm away from Ami.  “Nothing happened, Naru! Stop being so insensitive!” Ami replied.  “I’m not being insensitive.  I’m just being attentive.” Mika replied.

Ami glared.  “What was it like to touch his hand, Ami?” Naru asked.  Duo looked to Ami, a look of irritation on his face.  “Yeah, Ami, what was it like to touch his hand?” the braided boy asked, crossing his arms.  “He touched me! I didn’t do anything!” Ami cried out. “You touched him!?” Usagi asked.

“Would you all just knock it off!” Kujira shouted.  Everybody was silent.  “You will let Ami speak, and you all will listen.” She commanded.  

“I do not like Sanzo like that, and as a matter of fact, I don’t like him at all.  I did not approach him, he approached me; he asked me where the bathroom was, and after he got there, he grabbed my hand and tried to kiss it! I didn’t let him, and I wouldn’t let him. Ever.” Ami explained.  Everybody nodded.  Duo relaxed a bit, and he and Ami sat down again.

*
*
*

“Sorry about lunch, babe.” Duo said as he opened his locker, placing a book into it.  “It’s okay, Du-chan.” Ami replied, opening her locker.  As soon as she did so, about twenty notes came out of it, dropping to the floor.  “Who are all these from?” She asked, picking one up.  It read “Sanzo” on the front.  She growled and opened it.

“Miss Ami… Sorry for writing you yet again; I just couldn’t bear not to speak to you for so long…” she read out loud.  “Damn that kid.” Duo muttered, closing his locker.  “I know, really… I wish he wasn’t so obsessed with me.” She sighed as she picked up all the notes and stuffed them into the empty locker below hers.  She closed her locker, and she and Duo started walking to the entrance of the school.

“MATTE, AMI-SAMA!” Someone cried out from behind them.  Ami blinked a few times and looked behind her, seeing Sanzo running up to her.  “Dear Lord have mercy.” She sighed as Sanzo ran in front of her, smiling.

“Nee! We’ve established a pretty good relationship by now, haven’t we? Isn’t it about time you gave me a hug or something?” Sanzo grinned, throwing his arms around Ami’s waist.  She blushed, falling backwards onto the floor.  “Nee! I think I love you, Ami-sama!!!” Sanzo said playfully.  

Suddenly, someone grabbed the back of his collar and pulled him off of Ami.  The next thing he knew, he was being held up two feet from the ground against the cold metal of the lockers by an extremely annoyed Duo.

“Don’t you DARE touch her like that EVER again, got that, Kobayashi?” Duo asked roughly, pushing Sanzo harder against the lockers.  “And who are you, her brother or something?” Sanzo asked, a bold smile on his face.  “I’m her boyfriend, asshole. And if you lay one more finger on her, I swear, I’ll plant a silver bullet in your skull.”  Duo threatened.  Sanzo swallowed hard, and nodded.  “Good.  Now go. Out of my sight!” the braided boy commanded, dropping Sanzo.  He glared at Duo as he walked off in the other direction.  

“Are you okay, Ami?” Duo asked, helping her up.  Ami nodded, and the two continued out of the school, ignoring the crowd that had gathered.  

*
*
*

“Wow! That sounds like it was dangerous, Ami-chan!” Usagi cried out.  “It sounds like it hurt, too.” Kujira added.  “It did.” Ami nodded and sighed.  “Nee.  I’ll be right back, I’ve got to run to the store.” Duo said, standing up.  “Why?” Ami asked.  “I need to get some more chips.  I ate them all last night.” He replied.  “Ah.” She nodded.

“I’ll be back in a few.” He said, pecking a kiss on the crown of Ami’s head.  She nodded again, and Duo left.  “So.  Aya was there again?” Kujira asked.  “Uh-huh.” Ami replied, sighing.  “What’s wrong?” Usagi asked.  “N…nothing.” Ami shook her head and took a sip of her soda.  

“Something’s bugging you, Ami.” Tiarina said quietly.  “I know, really, Ami-chan.” Kujira said with a heavy sigh.  “I don’t know… I’m getting a weird feeling…” She replied.  “Like what?” Musani asked as she walked into the living room.  “I dunno.” Ami shrugged.

Suddenly there was a knock on the door.  “I’ve got it.” Ami said quickly as she got up and opened the front door.

“Sanzo! What are you doing here?” She asked.  Sanzo took a step into the house, smiling.  “I came to see your beautiful face again, Ami-sama.” He replied, moving his arms around her.  “GET OFF!” Ami commanded.  Sanzo shook his head, moving his hand up the back of her shirt.

“KYAI! KNOCK IT THE HELL OFF NOW!” Ami commanded, trying to push him off.  “SANZO! What the hell do you think you’re doing?” Kujira called as she walked up to the two.  “I… didn’t know you were here!” Sanzo said.

“Didn’t Duo tell you earlier? Don’t touch Ami ever again!” Kujira shouted.  “I didn’t hear him.” Sanzo crossed his arms.  “I think you did, because you were running off with your tail between your legs! And you know you were!” Kujira shot back.  “That is incredibly rude!” Sanzo cried out as he grabbed onto Ami again, moving his hands back to where they were.

“I’ll show you incredibly rude!” Ami shouted as she tried pulling away from the brown-haired boy.  For such a small boy, he was quite strong!  “LET GO OF ME!” She shouted, pushing on him.  “NO!” he yelled back.  “KNOCK IT OFF YOU BASTARD!” Kujira shouted, bringing her fist back to punch him.  Just before she hit him, he moved his hand in front of hers, grabbing it.  “What the hell!?” Kujira pulled her hand back. 

“I forgot my money, Mi-chan!” Duo said as he walked back into the house.  He stopped as soon as he saw Kujira trying to get Sanzo off of Ami.  “Get your hands out from under my shirt, goddamn you!” Ami shouted.  Duo was over there in an instant.  He grabbed Sanzo’s throat, pushing him against the wall.  He took out a gun from his back pocket and held it up to the boy’s head.

“I thought I told you not to touch her.” Duo growled, taking the safety off of the gun.  “I…I…” Sanzo choked, getting blue in the face.  “Would you like me to live up to my promise, Sanzo?” Duo asked pressing the gun harder into the boy’s head.  

Usagi whimpered, hiding behind Tiarina as Kujira stepped over to them.  Ami gulped and walked over to Duo.  “What you did, Sanzo Kobayashi, was entirely unforgivable.  Nobody touches her there. EVER.” Duo squeezed his hand tighter around Sanzo’s throat.  

“Duo, don’t shoot him!” Ami cried out.  Duo glanced over to her.  “And why not?” he asked roughly, shaking Sanzo as he did so.  “Because, then it’d be murder, and you’d get in big trouble, Duo! Think.” She replied.  Duo lowered the gun, letting go of Sanzo as he did so.  

Hover, in one swift movement, Sanzo swept his hand under Duo’s, grabbing the handgun and then moved behind him, kicking him into the wall.  

“How does it feel to have a gun pointed to your head, Maxwell? Is it new to you? Does it SCARE you?” Sanzo asked, a crooked grin on his face.  Duo smiled and turned around, looking quite confident.  “Nee, nee, Kobayashi-san.  Seems you’ve snatched my shooter.” He said playfully.  

“Aren’t you scared, Maxwell?” Sanzo asked, his face showing an uncertain look.  “Why should I be scared?” Duo asked, lifting an eyebrow.  “Be…because I could kill you, Maxwell.” Sanzo replied.  Duo smiled and closed his eyes.  

“If you can get me right here,” he pointed to the center of his forehead, “you can have Ami.” 

“Is this a trick?” Sanzo asked.  “I don’t know.  You tell me.” Duo shrugged, his eyes still closed.  “I…” Sanzo glared harder.  “C’mon.  Shoot me, Ami’s all yours if you do, Kobayashi-san.” Duo said coolly. “Fine, then.” Sanzo grinned.

Ami’s eyes widened as he pulled the trigger.  Sanzo opened his eyes, a few seconds after the shot had been fired.  It was silenced by the silencer on the end of the gun’s barrel.  He found himself staring into the barrel of the gun he had just been holding a second ago! Duo was standing above his body, smiling.

“I guess you lose, Mr. Kobayashi.” He said, putting the safety back onto the gun and then shoving it back into his back pocket.  “Ami will remain mine, and you will go home empty-handed.  Do not pass go, do not collect $200.  Now.  Why don’t you leave before I decide to beat you into a bloody stain on my wall?  Coz if I do that, I won’t stop until you’re a slimy spot on my fist.” Duo said as he walked over to the front door, opening it wider.  Sanzo stood up, and exited the house without saying a word.  

Duo slammed the door behind him and walked back into the living room.  “DUO MAXWELL! DON’T YOU DO THAT EVER AGAIN! YOU SCARED ME HALF TO DEATH!” Ami cried out, throwing her arms around him.  “Gomen ne, Mi-chan.  But just remember, I’ve been in sticky situations like that lotsa times.  I know what to do when shit like that happens, and I know how to not get shot.”  Duo replied.  “Still, don’t do that!” Ami whined.  “Fine, fine…” Duo smiled slightly, hugging her.  

*
*
*

Darkness.  The darkness is back.  
Ami opened her eyes, seeing nothing.  She was under nothing.  She was beside nothing.  She was on top of nothing.  She was trapped within a dark void of oblivion.  With no way out.

Suddenly there was a light.  It was dim at first, but started to get brighter. And brighter.  And brighter.  

What is that?

She held her hand out to touch it.  The light shied away from her.  

What’s wrong???

The light formed someone with chin-length hair and long bangs.

Sanzo?  Why is he here? Sanzo?

The figure started laughing, and then the light turned to darkness.  It grabbed her, not letting go.  She screamed, with no noise coming out.  She saw something else forming next to her.  It was a figure of someone with a braid.  

DUO! HELP!  Why can’t anybody hear me!?

Duo’s figure reached out for her, but was being pulled away somehow.  There was a loud sound, and then the image of blood splattering on a hard surface.  

What the hell is going on here…

The blood overtook the whole scene.  Ami started choking.  Choking on the blood.  She started falling.  

She saw Duo’s image, reaching out for her again.  

Duo! DUO! HELP!

His hand was close enough to touch.  Then she started falling faster.  Their hands were touching just barely.  Duo tried to grab her, but couldn’t.

PLEASE! Don’t let me die!!!

Duo’s image disappeared into the nothingness again, and something else… something darker than the emptiness flew toward her.  It had huge wings…bat-like wings… 

HELP! PLEASE! HELP ME!

The winged person grabbed her, hugging her close as soon as he caught her.  

Thank you…

Blood splattered again, and the winged person lost his grip, and the two started falling.  Ami reached her hand out to the person’s, grabbing onto it.  

Please… don’t die on me…

Large white wings formed from her back, and she held onto the bat-winged person tightly.  

I’ll save you…

She started choking again… choking on the boiled blood.  The air was ripped from her lungs, and her wings were torn from her back.  The blood was everywhere.  All over the place, hot…red…

Dear Lord… Save us…

The blood enveloped both people, and they kept falling…falling…

Falling…forever falling…we’ll fall forever…

Ami and Duo snapped to consciousness.  Once again, they were sharing a dream.  “Duo…” Ami whimpered, clutching onto him tightly.  He forced air back into his lungs, and held Ami close to him.  

“Ami-chan!” Musani shrieked as she jumped onto the bed.  “What…?” Ami asked.  Musani stared.  “What’s wrong…” she asked.

“You and Duo were both screaming something… something about falling forever!” The cat looked petrified; her face looked about as white as it could get, despite the gray-colored fur.

“Falling…” Ami and Duo whispered in unison.  “Yes, you two were saying that you two’d fall forever into the emptiness of oblivion… and that it’d only get worse…” Musani replied.  “I…” Ami whimpered.

“You…two…should probably get back to sleep.” Musani suggested.  Duo nodded, and lay down on his pillow again.  Ami did the same.  “What if… it was a warning, Duo?” Ami whispered.  “I don’t know, Ami… if it was…” Duo trailed off, never finishing.  The two closed their eyes and soon fell back asleep.

*
*
*

“My plan is perfect.” Aya grinned.  He was standing in the middle of a dark room, talking to a black orb in the center of it.  “I will get enough life energy from those pathetic humans, master, and I will revive you.  You shall live again, master… You shall reign over both Earth and the Moon once more… and then, we move to the Cosmos.” Aya said, bowing to the orb.  

“Thank you…Aya… But hurry, we haven’t the time…to waste…” the orb replied.  It had the voice of a small child.  “Aa, Miwa-sama.” Aya bowed and exited the room.

*
*
*

“Have you been to the new Fitness Center yet?” Mika asked Ami as she walked over to her locker.  “What new fitness center?” Ami asked, closing her locker.  “The new one on the same road as the Crown Arcade.” Mika replied, yawning.  “N…no, I haven’t…” Ami blinked a few times.  “OH, man Ami! It’s so cool! And they’ve got a lot of hot guys working there—including Sanzo! He’s so hot!!!” Mika almost fainted.  Ami looked down the hall, seeing Duo talking to his friends around Youji’s locker.

“They promise that you will lose at least two pounds a day” Mika added, putting her hand on Ami’s shoulder.  “That sounds cool; I could use the exercise, don’t you think?” the violet-haired girl asked, inspecting herself.  “Not at all, Ami! You’re so thin, I can almost see through you!” Mika replied.  “No, you’re just saying that.” Ami replied, throwing her bag over her shoulder.  Mika yawned again.  “Sorry.” She apologized quickly.  “You seem really tired lately, Mika-chan.” Ami noted.  “Nah, it’s nothing.” Mika said as she and Ami started walking to the group around Youji’s locker.  Duo looked over to them, smiling.

“Mi-chan!” he grinned, wrapping his arms around Ami as he walked up to her.  “Du-chan, what’cha doin?” Ami asked.  “Nothing…” Duo replied, smiling.  “Well, it’s about time that we get to our last class, right?” Ami asked.  “Yep.” Duo nodded, and they walked back to their homeroom.

“Well class, lucky for us, we get to have an entire class period of study hall.  Doesn’t that make you slackers happy?  Well! Continue on your studies while I finish grading your exams.” Haruna sensei said as she sat down in her desk.  Everybody took out papers, books, etc… and started to work (and/or write notes).

Nee, Du-chan, didn’t Haruna-sensei already grade our exams?

I think so

That’s what I thought.

Oh well.  Let’s get to work.

On what…?

On…whatever we’re supposed to be working on.

Okay… Hey Duo, have you heard about the new fitness center?

Fitness center?

Yeah, Mika told me about it.  It’s supposed to b pretty good.

Good for what?  ………

For exercising, of course!

Yeah, yeah… exercising…. Right. Sounds like…not fun.

Aw, Duo! Can we go today after school?

I didn’t bring my exercise clothes.

Neither did I! We can just go home and get them. Then, we can go to the center.

But… I don’t wanna!!!

Du-chan!!! ( 

Fine, fine… ( 

YAY! Thank you, Du-chan!!!

You’re welcome...

Ami took the note and shoved it into her binder before getting back to her English book.  Duo smiled and took out his history book, and started reading.  

*
*
*

“This must be it.” Ami said quietly, looking at a sign on a fitness center in front of them.  There were glass windows surrounding the door, and through the windows the two could see numerous workout machines.  The sign on the top of the center read, “Azabu Juuban Exercise Center”.  

The two walked into the center, hearing semi-loud music thumping in the background.  There were people all around them that were exercising and were using the many different machines, getting a good workout.  Sanzo walked up to the two, grinning.  “Well, well.  It seems that you have shown up, Mi-chan—“

“Don’t call me that, SANZO. If you do, I swear, I’ll rip your co—“

“Please, no need for vulgar language.” Sanzo smiled sickeningly and Duo glared, moving his right hand onto Ami’s hip.  “Well then.  The changing rooms are to your right, and the machines are to your left, as you can see.  I hope you have a pleasant exercise today.” Sanzo laughed malevolently as he walked off toward someone that was struggling.  

Duo and Ami walked over to their right, each entering one of the two different changing rooms.  As soon as they finished getting dressed into their gym-wear, they came out and met each other next to a sign that had a repulsively thin woman on it.  She was grinning and had a speech bubble next to her face that said, “I’ve been exercising here for two weeks! Look at how thin I am now!”   

Duo had walked out of the changing room wearing a white muscle shirt with a pair of long dark gray shorts, somewhat long white socks on, a pair of tennis shoes, and a black headband. He was also wearing a black wristband.  Ami was wearing a bright lime green half shirt, black shorts, white socks and a pair of tennis shoes.  Her hair was brought back into a high ponytail.  

“Mi-chan, you look quite beautiful today.” Sanzo complimented as he walked over to Ami.  “You sure have some nerve to be saying that in front of my boyfriend, Sanzo.  Get the hell outta my face.” She spat.  “But Mi-chan, I am your fitness trainer for today.” Sanzo replied. “Don’t you call me Mi-chan, or else I’ll hit you so hard!” Ami threatened.  “Ooh, sounds hot.” Sanzo said lightheartedly as Ami blushed slightly and glared.  

“You’d better knock it off, Sanzo. I could pound you right here and now, if you want.” Duo said.  “No need to pound, Mr. Maxwell, I’m your fitness trainer today, also.” Sanzo quickly replied.  Duo snorted and crossed his arms, looking toward the ceiling, seeing yet another anorexic looking girl on another sign.

“And if you will follow me, I will show you to your first machines.” Sanzo waved his hands at the two, walking over to two bikes on the other side of the room.  Ami and Duo both followed him.  

“You two will exercise on these machines for ten minutes each, and when you’re finished, you may either go to another machine, go to the spas, or the outside of the building.” Sanzo explained slowly, smirking the whole time.  Duo gave him a look, then grinned, cracking his fingers as he walked to the bike machine, sitting on it.  

“Don’t forget to sit up straight, Maxwell.” Sanzo instructed, snapping his fingers at the braided boy.  Duo glared, pulling down his right eye and sticking out his tongue.  “Duo, you’re such a little kid!” Ami sighed, getting on the other bike.  She looked to Duo as he started pedaling as fast as he could.  Sanzo rolled his eyes.  “You know you’re just gonna wear yourself out faster if you keep on like that, Duo.” He said, grinning.

Duo glared back at Sanzo as Ami started to exercise slowly on the machine.  “This is pretty easy…” she commented, unaware that Sanzo was watching her carefully.  I’m sensing immense power from her… he thought, narrowing his eyes slightly.  He stared for a moment longer, before emitting a quick energy wave.

“KIYAA!” Ami cried out as the machine started tipping toward Duo’s.  Duo gritted his teeth as he forced the pedals on his to stop, but was too late.  Ami closed her eyes, expecting to find herself and the machine on Duo’s.  However, when she opened them, she found that she was in Sanzo’s arms.  

Duo was staring at Sanzo, his eyes slightly narrowed.  “Mi-chan, are you okay?” he asked, softening his eyes as he looked at Ami.  “I…” Ami blinked a few times as Sanzo helped her back to her feet.  “I’m fine… thanks, Sanzo…” she said quietly, as she pushed the machine back up onto its stand, and got back on it.  

Sanzo grinned and turned around, holding small strands of Ami’s violet hair in his hand.  I can use this to make the machines suck even more energy from her… I’d better get some from Duo, too.  He seems determined. Sanzo thought, grabbing onto Duo’s braid with his free hand.  Duo yelped and fell backward off of the bike. 

“AGH! WHAT THE HELL DO YOU THINK YOU’RE DOING?!” he cried out, pulling his braid away from Sanzo’s grip.  “I was just seeing if it was real or not.” Sanzo replied innocently, holding a few long strands of Duo’s brown hair in his hand.  “Well, YEAH IT’S REAL!  WHAT THE HELL DID YOU THINK, IT WAS PLASTIC?!” Duo exclaimed, shaking his fist.  

“Yes, I did.  Now, if you’d excuse me for a moment, I’ve got to check up on something in the back room.” Sanzo said, looking into Ami’s eyes.  She blinked a few times and looked to Duo.  “You’re our fitness trainer! You’re supposed to stay with us—“

“Maxwell! That’s one!” Sanzo shouted dramatically, holding one finger up.  The room grew silent, and Sanzo slowly moved his arms down to his sides.  “If you would excuse me, I’ll be right back.” He said, quickly bowing before running back to the back rooms.  “He’s such a strange one!” Ami cried out, and started to exercise again.

*
*
*

“Man, I’m tired.” Duo sighed, wiping his forehead with his wristband. “Yeah…” Ami nodded and the two started for the locker rooms.  “Would you two be interested in going to the spa? It’s quite relaxing.” Sanzo requested, smiling slightly.  “Um… is it for both guys and girls?” Ami asked.  “Yes, it is. But there are two separate ones, if you wish.” Sanzo nodded.  Ami sighed and looked to Duo, who shrugged and smiled.  The two soon got out of their exercising clothes, and into the relaxing spa.  

“It’s comfortable here, Mi-chan, don’t you think?” Duo asked, leaning back on the warm wall.  Ami was hunched over the water, looking to her left and blushing slightly.  “What’s wrong? Relax, Ami.” Duo sighed, smiling softly.  Ami didn’t budge.  “Ami, I swear, sometimes you’re quite stubborn.” He rolled his eyes and looked away.  Ami sighed and sunk down deeper into the water until it reached her chin.  

“Aww, don’t tell me you’re shy.”  Duo said, sympathetically.  Ami shot a look back up to him, making him laugh.  “Aww, Mi-chan! Settle down, there’s no shame here.” he said, trying to comfort her.  She sighed and finally gave in, sitting up again.  

“See? It’s not that bad.” He added, closing his eyes as he leaned back on the wall again.  “I guess… it’s kinda hot in here, isn’t it?” Ami asked, crossing her right leg over her left.  “Well, Ami, one would hope so—it’s supposed to be a hot tub.” Duo replied teasingly.  

“I guess we really got a workout today, I’m really worn-out.” She said tiredly as she closed her eyes. “Yeah, I’m real drained too…” Duo said, pushing his bangs back.  “Drained, huh?” Ami asked, opening her eyes halfway.  “Drained.” Duo nodded, opening one eye.  “I see.” Ami nodded, sinking down into the water again, putting her arms on the short wall behind her and resting her head on the pillow behind her. 

Duo opened his other eye, looking over her.  She looked absolutely beautiful, with small crystal-like orbs of water slowly traveling down her smooth, fair skin, her violet hair slightly damp from the humidity in the room… Duo found himself watching as a small droplet of water streamed down her neck and down her left breast until it met with the rest of the water they were sitting in. 

He looked at the clock that was behind her, seeing that they had been sitting there for at least 20 minutes.  “Nee, Mi-chan.” He said quietly, gently nudging her leg with the side of his foot.  She lightly blushed and looked over to him, slightly moving her legs away from him.  “Does that make you uncomfortable? I’m sorry.” He apologized.  She shook her head, holding a hand up. 

“So, Mi-chan… We’ve been in here for 20 minutes or more… wanna go?” He asked, putting his left hand on a towel that was near the edge of the spa.  Ami smiled.  “Okay.” She said quietly, reaching behind her for a towel.  As soon as they were each in their own towels, they retreated back to the locker rooms to change back into their normal clothes.

*
*
*

“Where were you two?” Musani asked, looking slightly irritated.  Her fur was slightly ruffled, and her tail was twitching awkwardly.  “Why?” Ami asked.  “You two didn’t come home on time…” the cat muttered.  “What’s wrong with that?” Duo blinked a few times.

“N…nothing…it’s just that… Luna came over here today… she said that people have been acting groggy around Usagi’s house.  For example, Usagi.” Musani said quietly.  “Maybe she’s not getting that much sleep?” Ami suggested, yawning.  “Where were you two?” Musani asked, a bit more desperate this time.  “Why, Musani? You’re starting to be kind of annoying.” Ami grumbled as Duo rubbed his eyes.  

“I’m tired… I’m gonna go to bed now, okay, Mi-chan?” he asked, stretching his arms.  “Okay, Duo.” Ami nodded and sat down on a chair while Duo stumbled up the stairs slowly.  

“Please tell me where you two were today—it may help to explain why Usagi’s been tired.”  Musani requested, jumping up to Ami’s lap.  The violet-haired girl looked to the cat’s now determined eyes and sighed.

“Duo and I were at the fitness center… why does it matter?” Ami asked.  “That’s what I thought… there’s something wrong here, Ami.  Luna said that Usagi had started going to the fitness center lately, and had been losing a considerable amount of weight.”   

“That reminds me!” Ami jumped up and Musani flew off into the center of the room.  “Ami… you had better be careful…” Musani muttered as Ami flew up the stairs, and into the bathroom.  

“EEEEEEE!” 

A sudden screech of excitement emerged from the bathroom, and Duo tiredly looked into the open door.  “What’s up, Mi-chan?” He asked.  “I lost four pounds, Duo!” She exclaimed happily.  Duo blinked a few times, and his eyebrows rose.  “You don’t need to lose weight though, Mi-chan,” he noted.  “Sure I do! We’re going to the center again tomorrow, okay?” she asked excitedly.  “…Fine…” Duo yawned and got into bed, still fully clothed.

“Ami!” Musani shouted from downstairs.  Ami sighed and went back to the living room, looking at the small gray and white cat in the center of the room.  “What do you want??? I’m tired! I wanna get some sleep!” she moaned.  “Before you so rudely flung me off of your lap, I was saying—“

“I didn’t fling you off of anything.” Ami retorted.  “…Fine, whatever.  But anyway, Ami, Luna and I believe that the fitness center is the cause of all this tiredness—“

“Tell me something I don’t know, Musani!  Exercise makes everybody tired!” Ami sighed, rubbing her eyes.  “Not this tired, Ami-san.” Musani said quietly.  Ami blinked a few times, then sat down on the floor in front of the cat.  “What do you mean, Musani?” she asked.  

“Usagi hasn’t eaten but an energy bar and a bottle of water in the last two days.  And, she falls asleep right when she gets home, disregarding anything her mother tells her to do.” Musani replied.  “So… you think this is an issue for the sailor senshi?” Ami asked.  “I think so.” Musani nodded.

“OI! MI-CHAN!” Duo called from upstairs.  Ami got up and ran upstairs, and into Duo’s bedroom.  He was sitting on the wooden floor, staring at her brooch which was glowing slowly in front of him.  “What happened?” Ami asked, sitting down next to him.  “I picked it up off of the bed so I could go to sleep… and then I was walking over to the desk so I could put it down… and then it started glowing, and I dropped it.” Duo explained.  “It started glowing?” Ami asked.

“Yeah…” Duo nodded.  The brooch slowly faded, turning back to its normal colors.  “That was weird.” Ami said, picking it up and putting it on the desk.  “What were you and Musani talking about?” Duo asked, standing up.  “She said that there’s something weird going on with the fitness center.” Ami replied as she walked back to Duo, moving her arms around his trunk.

He rested his chin on the top of her head while putting his arms around her loosely.  “ Weird like the anorexic chicks on the posters?” he asked.  “Yeah… that, and the amount of exhaustion.” she replied.  Duo took a deep breath, tightening his arms around her. “ Let’s dose up on the caffeine until we feel ourselves, okay?” he suggested.  Ami giggled and nodded.

*
*
*

“Well! You’re looking quite beautiful and thin today, Mi-chan!” Sanzo grinned as he walked up to Ami and Duo, who were standing in the crowded halls.  “I swear, Sanzo, if you call me Mi-chan one more time, I’m gonna rip your frickin head off!” She cried out, shaking a fist at him.  “Oh, sorry.” Sanzo gulped as Duo moved his hand onto Ami’s hip.  “So! Did you two have a good work-out yesterday?  I heard that you two had fun in the spa, too—“

“Sanzo! We’re not like that!” Ami growled.  “Leave us alone, we don’t wanna deal with you.” Duo spat quickly.  “Fine, fine.  I was just wondering if I had done a good job or not… Exercise makes people happy, you know.  Obviously since you two are so sour today, I did a poor job!” Sanzo sniffled, walking away in a gloomy tone.

“He’s getting really suspicious.” Ami noted as Duo watched Sanzo storm off.  “Sure is.” Duo noted, placing a quick kiss on her lips.  “Come on, let’s go…” Ami sighed.  Duo nodded, and the two walked off.

Later, after school, they decided to go back to the fitness center, just to see if something was the matter.  They got dressed into their exercise clothes, met Sanzo, and had started exercising.  Ami was on a treadmill, and Duo was lifting weights.  

I wonder what’s behind that door… Ami thought as she jogged on the treadmill.  “What’s on your mind, Mi-chan?” Duo asked from her left.  She looked away from the mysterious door in the rear of the room, and looked to Duo, who was slightly sweating.  

“Don’t work yourself too hard, Duo.” Ami whispered. “ I’m not.  Now tell me, what’cha thinkin ‘bout?” he asked as he continued to strenuously lift the two 30-pound weights in both his hands.  “I’m wondering why Sanzo’s still in that back room after seeing those new people…” she said quietly.  “Oh…” Duo nodded.  “It looks like he somehow got some of their hair.” Ami added. 

Duo stopped.  “Wait a second—he grabbed my braid last time…”  he said almost inaudibly, “and I think he had some of your hair when he did that!” 

“What?” Ami asked.  “Remember when your bike tipped?” Duo asked, setting down the weights and wiping his forehead.  “Yeah…” she nodded.  “Well, I think he somehow got some of your hair when he caught you.” Duo replied.  Ami nodded.  “That makes sense.  But why is he getting peoples’ hair?” she asked.

“I dunno… but whatever he’s doing has got to do with whatever’s behind that door, for sure.” Duo replied as Sanzo “secretly” came out from the door and walked up to Duo and Ami.  “You’re gonna look uglier than you already do if you don’t keep exercising, Maxwell.” Sanzo said dangerously.  

“Duo doesn’t look ugly!” Ami protested, pushing the stop button on the treadmill.  “Sure he does.” Sanzo replied.  Ami glared, as did Duo, and Sanzo gave up.  “Fine, fine.  Duo, you’re a very beautiful man.  There, ya happy for making me look like a complete fruit?” Sanzo rolled his eyes.  “Yeah, I am.” Ami growled, putting her hand near the start button on the treadmill.  

She looked down at it, seeing red glowing eyes for a second, and then they slowly faded.  She gasped, pulling her hand back.  “What’s wrong, Mi-chan?” Duo asked.  “I… Nothing… I’m gonna quit now… I’ll be in the spa.” She replied quietly, stepping off of the treadmill.  “I’m coming with you.” Duo replied, putting down the weights and standing up.

“W…wait, you guys, you haven’t completely exercised yet! You’ve got ten minutes left!” Sanzo cried out.  “We know.” Duo replied as he passed the seething boy.  Sanzo glared, walking over to the treadmill and putting his hand on it.  

“Don’t worry, my baby, you’ll get more energy soon.” He promised almost inaudibly to the equipment.

“Nee, Mi-chan, what’s up?” Duo asked as he walked into the spa room with a towel around his waist.  Ami stared hard into the hot water, thinking.  “Ami.  Ami.” Duo blinked a few times as he tossed the towel aside and got into the hot tub.  

“Ami, are you listening to me?” Duo asked, putting his hand on Ami’s shoulder.  She came out of her stupor quickly and blushed, sweeping her hand past his.  “I am now.” She quickly replied.  

“I was asking why you stopped exercising.” Duo replied. Ami thought for a second more before replying, “I saw something on the machine.” 

Duo stared for a moment.  

“Were they buttons?” he asked dryly.  “Duo!” She splashed him as he laughed at his own joke.  “Yeah, ha, ha, ha.  Duo, I saw eyes.” She replied, hushing the last word.  “Eyes?” he asked.  “Yes, they were red… I think that there is something going on here.” she replied. 

“Did you bring your brooch with you?” he asked almost silently.  She nodded, closing her eyes. Duo smirked, slowly scooting closer to Ami, then moved his arm around her shoulders.  Her eyes snapped open and she blushed harshly.  “What?” He asked, looking at her eyes.  “N…n…. nothing.” she looked down, but not at him.  

Suddenly there was a loud crashing sound, followed by the high shrill screams of women.  “What’s going on in there?” Duo asked, looking behind him.  “I think there’s an attack going on!” Ami cried out, jumping up and out of the spa.   She ran to the locker room, grabbing her brooch to transform.

“Naughty, naughty.  You know you’re not supposed to do that in public.” He scolded at himself, looking straight down and shaking his finger.

“COSMIC PRISM POWER! Make, UP!” Ami quickly transformed into Sailor Cosmic and ran out into the exercise room, seeing numerous exercising machines running after and attacking people.  Sanzo was standing in the center of the madness, crossing his arms and smirking.

“HOLD IT!” Cosmic shouted, getting everybody’s attention.  Her voice was amplified by some strange power.  Sanzo looked over to her, smiling immediately.  “I remember you.” He started out.  Cosmic froze.

“You’re the one I attacked last time. Sailor Cosmic, I presume?” he grinned wider and his appearance changed from Sanzo Kobayashi to…AYA!

“So, you are Aya.  Just as I thought! You know who I am already, so in the name of the Cosmos, I’ll crush you!” she shouted, posing quickly.  “Really? How about you try this on for size?” Aya asked, and held his right hand up.  He snapped his fingers, and all the exercising equipment suddenly gathered around him.  

Suddenly, it all melted into a large black blob, and zoomed up above Aya’s head.  He smirked, looking up above him as a black blob started forming some robot-type object.  “What are you doing!?” Cosmic demanded, taking a step back.  “You’ll see… Daiaku Exor! Destroy Sailor Cosmic!” Aya commanded, and the robot’s eyes lit up as its feet dug into the floor.  

Cosmic glared, holding her hands up into the air.  She slowly brought her right arm down, and pointed her left forefinger at the ceiling.  Energy started gathering around her feet, like a ring of light.  “COSMIC SOLAR BLAST!” She shouted, and the energy that had gathered around her zoomed up to the point of her finger, creating a large blast.  She shot the energy flare at the robot.

The attack collided with the robot, but left it undamaged.  “Oh, no… not again!” Cosmic cried out, taking another step back.  Aya let out a loud laugh.  “I’m going now, it seems like my robot has control over things…” the brown-haired boy laughed, disappearing instantly.  The machine took a step toward Cosmic, and she sweatdropped, running back into the locker room.  The robot threw its hand forward, and it started to follow her.  

Cosmic ran into the spa room, seeing Duo still sitting in the spa, watching as she ran around it.  “Duo! UP! OUT! COME ON! There’s a robot hand coming to get—“

Suddenly a black robotic hand grabbed her from behind, and her eyes widened.  “KIYAAAAA!” She cried out.  Duo’s eyes widened and he jumped up, throwing a towel around his waist.  Cosmic reached her hand out to him as she was pulled through the spa room and the locker room, and back into the exercising room.  

Duo ran out into the exercising room, seeing the robot grasping onto Cosmic’s thin body tightly.  She was squirming around, trying to break free, but couldn’t.  “Holy shit.” Duo whispered.

“KIYAA! DUO! HELP! ONEGAI!” Cosmic cried out as the machine tightened its grip.  Duo growled and grabbed some weights and started throwing them at the robot’s head.  The weights went unnoticed for a moment, but it soon noticed them, slowly turning its head toward Duo.

“HEY METALHEAD! YEAH I’M TALKING TO YOU! LET GO OF HER!” Duo shouted.  The robot suddenly snatched him without warning.  “Cold…” Duo struggled to get away.  

“Hold it!” three strong voices shouted from the entrance of the building.  The robot turned its head around slowly, seeing three sailor senshi in the doorway.

“You’re trying to kill a sailor senshi and a naked man!” Sailor Solaris shouted.  “I’m not naked! I’m wearing a towel!” Duo cried out.  “Right!” Solaris blushed and looked away.  “That’s bad, you could hurt someone!” Sailor Moon shouted.  “And in the name of naked men everywhere, we’ll punish you!” Saturn finished.  Duo facefaulted.

The robot, however, would have none of this.  A fairly large gun emerged from the top of its head, and it started shooting at the three senshi.  All three jumped out of the way of the blast quickly.

“Let’s all take care of this wimp now!” Saturn shouted quickly, and the other senshi nodded.  

“MOON TIARA, ACTION!”

“SATURN! TIARA ACTION!”

“SOLAR TIARA ACTION!” 

All three sailor senshi yanked their tiaras off and hurled them at the robot, only succeeding in slicing off a few of its fingers.  “Hey, watch it! You could’ve sliced something—“ Duo started.  “Duo! Shut it!”  Cosmic snapped, breaking out of the robot’s grip.  Duo did the same.  

“SOLAR…” Solaris shouted, fire circling her body and legs, “FLARE!” The fire gathered above her head and she shot it directly at the robot, and the attack shot straight through the robot’s armor. It soon burst into millions of shards of metal, flying everywhere.  

“Why don’t you go get some clothes, Duo?” Cosmic suggested.  Duo facefaulted, sighing as he walked off into the locker room.  Sailor Moon, Solaris, and Saturn all walked up to Sailor Cosmic, smiling.  

“How the hell did you know we were here?” Cosmic asked, surprised.  “Well, Usagi was talking about coming here, and then Musani ran up to us while we were talking.” Solaris replied.  “She said you were in trouble; she said she could sense it.” Saturn added.  “So we came here, and saved you and Duo!” Sailor Moon put in, smiling. Cosmic grinned and rolled her eyes, and the four walked into the locker room to de-transform in privacy.
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