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ACS Announces Updated Skill Level Guidelines 
The Board of Directors of the American CueSports Alliance (ACS) has approved updated guidelines for determining “Professional” and “Masters” skill levels, and has established a new division of competition to be named “Standard” to cater to more average skilled-level players desirous of attending the 2005 ACS National 8-Ball Championships, April 30 – May 7, at the new Downtown Reno Events Center in Reno, Nevada.
Effective as of December 1, 2004 –
Standard Division:  Players qualified for the “Standard” division would include any ACS League Player who did not place in the money at the BCA National 8-Ball Championships or the VNEA International 8-Ball Championships in either 2003 or 2004, and a league player completing an entry form for the “Standard” division must be approved by his/her local League Operator (a signature line on Singles entry forms will be included for Operator’s authorization).  Players of obvious Open-division caliber or higher would be required to enter the Open or Masters division.  ACS Sanctioned Player members (non-league) must enter either the Open, Seniors or Masters divisions.

Teams entering the “Standard Team” division at the ACS Nationals must meet the same guidelines.  In addition, a team entered into the “Standard Team” division may have no “Master” player and no more than one (1) “Open” player on its roster.  
Master Guidelines:  SINGLES: Any player who meets any of the following criteria will automatically be placed in the Master division:

· Is listed on the Master (or higher category) list of either the VNEA or “BCA Pool Leagues”.

· Placed in the top 4% at the 2004 BCA National 8-Ball Championships, in either the “Open” or  “Seniors” divisions:

Placed in the Top 64 in Men’s Open Singles

Placed in the Top 16 in Women’s Open

Placed in the Top 12 in Men’s Senior Singles

Placed in the Top 4 in Women’s Senior Singles

· Any player may be placed in the Master division based on “Known Ability” (KA). (At the discretion of the ACS Player Review Committee).   NOTE: Any player desiring to play in the Master Division may be placed in that division at his/her request.  Voluntary entry in the Master division by a non-master player does not necessarily create future master status for that player.

PLAYER REVIEW: A player’s status on the ACS Masters list if petitioned by the player, will be reviewed for possible removal by the ACS Player Review Committee [with final approval by the ACS Board of Directors] if the player has competed in the Master singles divisions and not placed “in the money” in two consecutive appearances.

TEAM: Any team that meets the following criteria will automatically be placed in the Masters division:

· Any team deemed a Master team at the 2004 VNEA International or the 2004 BCA National 8-Ball Championships and has placed “in the money” in either event in two consecutive appearances. 

· Any team listed on the current VNEA Master team list.

· Any team that placed in the top 4% at the 2004 BCA National 8-Ball Championships in the “Open” team divisions: Top 32 in Men’s/Mixed Open Team // Top 6 in Women’s Open Team

· Any team with two or more Master Singles division caliber players on the roster.

· Any team not meeting the above guidelines may still be placed in the Master division by the ACS Player Review Committee [with final approval by the ACS Board of Directors], based on “Known Ability” (KA).  NOTE: Any team may request placement in the Master team divisions.

TEAM REVIEW: A team’s status on the ACS Masters list if petitioned by the team captain will be reviewed for possible removal if the team has competed in the Master team divisions and not placed “in the money” in two consecutive appearances.

Professional Guidelines:  Players of “Professional Player” status shall be ineligible to compete in any American CueSports Alliance sanctioned amateur event between the dates of June 1, and May 31, of the year in question. A player will be considered a professional if he or she is listed in the rankings of the various professional organizations in the year ending  prior to the  year of  any ACS sanctioned amateur event. 

•
Top 128 men players of the World Pool-Billiard Association (WPA)

•
Top 32 women players of the WPA

•
Top 32 players of the United States Professional Pool Players Association (UPA)

•
Top 32 players of the Women’s Professional Billiard Association (WPBA) 

ACS reserves the right to change ranking quotas at any time based on changes in a professional organization’s status or circumstances.

The ACS Player Review Committee reserves the right to disqualify anyone formerly or currently considered to be a professional-caliber player based on Known Ability (KA). If placed on the list by the committee, the player will be immediately notified and made aware of the process for petitioning to regain amateur status, if desired. Players who formerly met ACS “professional” criteria and who are considering competing in ACS amateur events should be aware of the following: A player will continue to have pro status until the specific player successfully petitions the ACS in writing to be re-instated as an amateur and is proposed to be re-instated to amateur status by the ACS Player Review committee [with final approval by the ACS Board of Directors]. If a player is unsure of his/her status, the player should contact the ACS League & Player Programs Department for confirmation of status prior to entering the event.

Players who will be upgraded/downgraded to/from “Professional” status by the ACS Board of Directors effective January 1, 2005, include:

Men upgraded to Professional status by Known Ability (KA):

Gabe Owen (OK) 

James Baraks (IL) 

Lee Heuwagen (MN)

Scott Frost (AZ)

Eric Durbin (OH)

Ritchie Richeson (MI)

Women upgraded to Professional status by Known Ability (KA):

Hsin Huang (Taiwan/BC)

Kelly Fisher (England/NJ)

Tammy Jones (IN)

Romana Dokovic (NY) 

Jennifer Barreta (NY)

Jean Vaillancourt (AZ)

Men downgraded from Professional status to Master status by Known Ability (KA):

Judex James (IL)

Denver Barger (IN) 

Jeff Beckley (IN)

Bill Ganne (AB) 

Irving Crane (NY) – Deceased

Tony Ellin (SC) - Deceased

Larry Lisciotti (CT) – Deceased

Larry Johnson (MA) - Deceased

Women downgraded from Professional status to Master status by Known Ability (KA):

Kerry Hartsfield/Impson (WA)

Jeri Engh (WI)

Diana Minor (IN)

The ACS will update its Master and Professional lists annually on February 1 and August 1.
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