Transcription of open/unstructured interviews

Interviewee number one: - (able bodied) 

Age: 16

Gender: Female

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: Scary Movie II 

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films? 

Interviewee: In a negative way in the majority of cases. 

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: No because people usually have to relate to the main characters and most people aren't disabled.

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: Yes I do because most of my friends don't even know anything about disabled people and they're                       

                   just like “they must be all mad in the head.”

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes? 

Interviewee: Definitely  

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: No because I know loads of disabled people and they're all completely different to how they're                           

                   portrayed in films. There's one [film] that I don't know the name of with Tom Cruise in and he's 

                   just weird, a  bit empty. Then [in] Scary Movie II they all take the mick out of him because he's

                   disabled and he's not quite sure as to what's going on. 

                   Their human characteristics are played down and the focus seems to be on their disability. They

                   (those responsible for producing the film) make out like they're really boring with no lives and

                   nothing interesting to do.

Interviewee number two – (able bodied)

Age: 17

Gender: Male

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it?

Interviewee: The Wild Wild West

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films?

Interviewee: Well I think in some films, like in real life situation films I think that they [the film] explain some 

                   of the situations people face with disabilities quite well. But in other films that are just fantasy 

                   films like the Wild Wild West it's not really meant to portray their disability, it's just meant to 

                   portray the power [of the character] and the wit and the fact the guy's a weirdo really. But I think 

                   overall that some people are portrayed well. I think sometimes it does depend on the genre of 

                   the film like Scary Movie II (a black comedy) they [the able bodied characters] take the mick but  

                   that's the genre of the film and it's not meant personally it's just how they [the films of that   

                   genre] are. 

Abbie: Do you think films are more likely to give negative representations of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: Well i think that they do short films [referring to documentaries such as “One Life” which recently   

                   featured on BBC 1] well because they [producers] often do real life films about people with 

                   disabilities and the problems that they face. But blockbuster films don't always portray the proper 

                   meaning of disability. Yes, because it [the film] doesn't really sell so they only put out what they 

                   want people to think but if you do realistic films like documentary films as well then I think 

                   they're much better at raising public awareness of disability.

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?

Interviewee: I see no reason why not I mean if it depends upon acting ability then, yea. You shouldn't hinder 

                   somebody of an acting part just because they're disabled at the end of the day a person's a

                   person but it also depends upon what kind of view they [film producers] want to give to their 

                   movie.

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: Yes I think so because at the end of the day people are going to see those films whom might not 

                   know disabled people so they [the characters] will influence how they [an able bodied audience]     

                   think of them. [people with a disability]

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes? 

Interviewee: Not always, not if it's like blockbuster films like wild wild west because it tries to blank out the

                   disability and just “boost up” the character within the film.

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: [comically] No because they're not too many huge fifty foot metal spider people running around 

                                   destroying our city. 

Interviewee number three – (physically disabled)

Age: 44

Gender: Male

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: Yes the [pauses] Superman [Christopher Reed] was playing. I don't know the name of the film, it 

                   was two or three years after his accident. 

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films?

Interviewee: Not as well as they should be. They don't show the way disabled people live normally. 

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: Yes, why not? 

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: Yes, I think so. They should do more to make people aware of how disabled people live and do 

                   normal things in life.

Abbie: Having a disability yourself do you feel unrepresented as part of the population due to what you see in 

           the media? 

Interviewee: Yes there is hardly anything about disabled people in the media, probably one percent

                   [of the media] has disabled people in it. 

Abbie: Does that bother you? 

Interviewee: Yes, I think there should be more awareness of disabled people.

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes? 

Interviewee: Yes, but if newspapers and magazines [etc.] had disabled people in them the awareness [and

                   attitudes] should get much better. 

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: Not exactly no, from what I have seen in films it doesn't reflect reality to the full extent But I

                   haven't seen that many disabled people in film. 

Interviewee number four – (mentally disabled) 

Age: 34 

Gender: Male 

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: The Rain Man.

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films?

Interviewee: They try to portray them [disabled people] as well as they [film producers] can but it's not always

                   [true to] real life disabled living. 

Abbie: What do you think is real life? 

Interviewee: Looking at how disabled people live and what they have and their families and all those kind of 

                   things.

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: Well I think there's a wider range of disabilities which can be portrayed in films like Rain Man. 

                   Often disability's seen purely in a wheelchair or walking sticks which is so unfair because there's 

                   such a wide range and you can't read a book by its cover they say.  

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: I think if they put in programmes like Coronation Street and EastEnders; all these soaps that 

                  people watch. It'll bring it [disability as an issue] into the public eye, but it won't be real life it'll

                  just be brought to life within the programme. [I.e. a representation of a disabled person.]

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes? 

Interviewee: Not really no, I mean people are so prejudiced about so many things not just disability. People 

                   just don't seem to treat you the same. 

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: Well, The Rain Man, I thought that was a very good film. It [the producers] portrayed it [disability] 

                   quite well. It was quite a true to life thing the way the disability was portrayed but I haven't seen 

                   that many films with disabled people in them so I can't really comment that well. 

Interviewee number five – (physically disabled) 

Age: 47

Gender: Female

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: The Rain Man

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films?

Interviewee: Yes, as stupid, brainless, having no opinions, totally dependent upon others as opposed to reality.

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: Yes, providing as well as having their disability they have an acting ability. Just because they have a 

                   disability doesn't mean that they should be chosen. They've still got to be able to act. 

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: Yes, by portraying disabilities in a realistic light they [films] can raise people's awareness of the 

                   problems the environment causes disabled people and the positive sides of disability. 

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes? 

Interviewee: Yes, again if they are portraying it positively and honestly then the general public will have a 

                   raised awareness and a more realistic awareness of the difficulties and achievement [of disabled

                   people]  

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: It's probably getting better. The film Rain Man was very good, I feel a realistic portrayal. The likes

                   of the Christopher Reed film that was out a few years ago, since his accident, I think was very 

                   good. People's awareness has been raised and I think they [the directors] are consulting [disabled        

                   people] more and perhaps considering disabled people as actors more. 

Interviewee number six – (physically disabled)

Age: 32

Gender: Female

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: My Left Foot.

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films? 

Interviewee: They are characterised as somebody who has a low ability and is unable to think for themselves.

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: Only if the script allows it. I don't think a film should be made specifically for disabled people. 

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: I don't think you could raise people's awareness in a film, no. 

Abbie: Why not? 

Interviewee: I feel a film isn't really there to make people aware of something whereas something like a

                   documentary would be. 

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes? 

Interviewee: Yes I do think they [the media] are. I think they can make people's attitude better by making 

                   programmes depicting disabled people living and running their lives. All you ever see is

                   somebody struggling when you should also see the positive side.  

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: No.

Abbie: Are they any other media texts that you can name with disabled people in? 

Interviewee: Phoenix Nights [starring a wheelchair bound Peter Kay].

Abbie: How do you think he is represented? 

Interviewee: I think he's very funny. I don't think he's represented positively or negatively as a disabled person,

                   I think he's amusing and it shows that people can have a sense of humour in adverse situations. 

Abbie: Do they focus on his disability? 

Interviewee: No they focus on the fact he's a complete charlatan. If you notice in one of the episodes, when

                   there's a fire he actually gets out of his chair and starts shouting at the fireman. 

                   The current programmes out on the television at the moment, i.e. Little Britain and Phoenix 

                   Nights portray disabled people, I think, as complete charlatans. Inferring they don't need their 

                   wheelchair or they're not really disabled.

                   I think the general public that watch these types of programmes aren't really thinking about the 

                   bigger issue [representation of disabled people]. They just find it a humorous programme at the 

                   end of the day, whereas something like a documentary featuring the positive and the negative 

                   aspects of disability would be a more accurate representation and would have a greater affect on

                   the general public.  

Interviewee number seven – (able bodied)

Age: 42

Gender: Male 

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: My Left Foot, The Big Lebowski, Midnight Cowboy, The Deer Hunter. 

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films?

Interviewee: Normally you kind of feel sorry for them, apart from my left foot. In the film [My Left Foot] 

                   everyone praises him when he stops the ball going in the net [Daniel Day Lewis plays a disabled 

                   goalkeeper in the film] . It's not patronising but I think that's just the way it is. [My interviewee 

                   is of the opinion that disabled people take part in activities to the best of their ability; therefore 

                   believing that the representation of Daniel Day Lewis' character is accurate.] 

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: Why not. 

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: Yea, films are what people watch, they see things going on. It's an awareness exercise.

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes?  

Interviewee: Definitely. The media is over powerful in changing people's attitudes.

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: Yea, I think so because people with disabilities tend to overachieve and overcome obstacles like 

                   Tom Cruise in his film [Born on the Fourth of July]. I believe in general the representation of 

                   disabled people in the media is positive. You have to be realistic a disabled person cannot be 

                   James Bond. Daniel Day Lewis was a goalkeeper stopping the ball if it came towards him, just

                   moving a hand if he can do.  

Interviewee number eight – (physically disabled)

Age: 44

Gender: Male 

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: Austin Powers (trilogy) 

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films?

Interviewee: I think they are characterised as someone who's different to anyone else. It's not a bad thing. 

                   Disabled people are disabled people that's part of life. They [disabled people] do what they can 

                   do that's how they [film producers] characterise them. [Inferring that they are portrayed similarly

                   to reality.]

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: In some ways yes, in some ways no. They can only play certain characters and certain roles, for

                  example they couldn't play football. 

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: I think they [films] should do. They [producers] should involve more disabled people in things 

                   like Coronation Street and EastEnders, programmes that a lot of people watch. Not just disabled 

                   people but other minority groups too.  

Abbie: Do you think the media is able to change peoples' attitudes?

Interviewee: The media is the biggest thing that can change people's attitudes. They [producers] can write 

                   anything so they could change attitudes. Media is the most important thing.

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality? 

Interviewee: Yes, I think the portrayal is true, completely. 

Interviewee number nine – (able bodied)

Age: 38 

Gender: Male 

Abbie (interviewer): Can you name a film or films that have disabled characters in it? 

Interviewee: Forest Gump

Abbie: Can you say how you think disabled people are characterised in films?

Interviewee: Pretty well. I think, when they are portrayed, they're portrayed as people and not disabilities.

Abbie: Do you think disabled people should play a wider range of characters in films?  

Interviewee: Yes, were appropriate. I don't believe in positive discrimination as such but I do think they

                   [disabled people] should be placed in roles where they're an attractive person and in a key role,

                   not just a token gesture.

Abbie: Do you think films could do more to raise peoples' awareness of people with disabilities?

Interviewee: Yes they [films] could do more, but a lot of films such as action films don't require a disabled 

                   character or actor. People are heavily influenced by films and there is no reason why they 

                   couldn't be by films with disabled people in them. A disabled person could be seen as cool rather 

                   than an object of pity. 

Abbie: Do you think the portrayal of disabled people in films is a true reflection of reality?

Interviewee: No because by and large they don't, generally, show the discrimination that people with 

                   disabilities have to endure.  


