Thematic Analysis of the films “Forest Gump” and “Born on the Fourth of July”

I first looked at Forest Gump a film that was released into mainstream cinema in 1994. The strap line for the film was “the world will never be the same once you have seen it through the eyes of Forest Gump.” This statement is surprisingly accurate, after watching the film I was inspired due to his innocent child like view of the world. I believe the overall feeling the audience are left with is one of happiness and pride rather than sorrow or pity as is common with most films featuring mental or physical disabilities. 

We first meet forest sitting on a bench speaking with people who are waiting for a bus. The reactions to forests mental disability vary; there are some who take a liking to him and find his stories interesting; there are some who politely acknowledge him but decline to listen or comment upon his experiences; and there are those who ignore him altogether. 

From personal experience and from speaking to others during my study I believe that the aforementioned reactions to forest are true to the experiences of other either physically or mentally disabled people.  

Indeed in the film Forest mentioned that “no-one talked to me or asked me questions after my mama” and stated “Jenny was his only friend”. If we take this literally we can presume that due to Forest’s disability he suffered loneliness and isolation and even victimisation. However through looking at the film we see that Forest had several good friends; Jenny, Bubba and Lieutenant Dan. That is not to say that Forests life was plain sailing Forest was frequently told he was substandard “That there is Forest Gump, just the local idiot.” 

