Pre-language stage  (0-12 months)

A child first begins to have interactive dialogues with his mother when he is six to eight weeks old. Gooing is separate from crying as the child is trying to communicate through sound and intonation much like the mature speech patterns of an adult.

From eight to sixteen weeks babies respond to the emotions of different tones of voice such as anger, pleasure and humour. If a baby were harshly spoken to at this stage he would begin to cry. This is quite a significant development at such an early stage in life as the child has already derived meaning from an utterance. 

A baby’s first laugh is usually heard at sixteen weeks old. This would greatly encourage the parents to converse with the child more which would increase the child’s chances of having a greater vocabulary in later childhood. 

There are also physical changes occurring at sixteen weeks to aid language development; the tongue begins to move horizontally and vertically; vocal cords and the tongue work along-side each other and the tongue and lips influence sound production increasingly which means that babies should be able to produce a wider variety of sounds. 

Behaviourist theorists believe that babies begin to imitate the mouth movements of adults at this stage.

By the six-month stage sounds that babies make begin to relate to their context, rather than gooing randomly, for example they may recognise the names of their siblings. 

Utterances will start to become more varied from the six to twelve month stage of development. At the nine-month stage babies may repeat consonant/vowel sounds such as “da” to come up with “dada” although they are not yet aware of the meaning or significance of the utterance (known as babbling) to the receiver.

Sounds provided are more carefully chosen and resemble the rhythm and intonation of adult speech.      

