Abbie Ireland 

A2 English Language Coursework 

Child Language Acquisition

I decided to use child language acquisition as the topic for my A2 English language coursework as it was a subject that held my interest when first studying it in class. I also knew that I would be able to gain credible data easily as I have several siblings and relatives whose ages fall within the boundaries of child language acquisition study. 

From my A2 coursework I wish to discover first hand if the theoretical studies and beliefs that we have studied in class correspond with the findings I draw from my transcribed data. 

The data I have used is a transcription of a conversation between my brothers Luke and Stephen aged four years and nine months and three years respectively at the time of recording. 

I also appear in the transcription initially, however, I hoped to look at the relationship between the two children rather than a child and an adult to discover if there were any significant features related to that context. 

In the transcription Stephen and Luke are playing with a large number of toy cars, however, they do not stick to what is in their immediate environment as the topic of conversation. Instead they mostly play imaginatively and the conversation turns to the subject of what appears to be “cops and robbers” 

Spoken language serves a variety of functions; it can provide information; a referential function, express feelings; an expressive function, make sure a job or task is completed, such as a pupil asking a teacher for help a transactional function, relate to people socially; an interactional function as well as a phatic function colloquially known as “small talk” such as “how’re you”. It is usually found when strangers converse, it establishes and maintains social relationships. 

The speaker’s identity and cultural standing along with the situation in which the conversation takes place influences the lexical choices in the conversation.

Stephen and Luke are close siblings; there is a very informal setting of the bedroom with an informal topic and the functions of the conversation are referential: “Dora the Explorer is on” (line 2), expressive: “Well I know where the candy store” (line 22), transactional: “Ah Ste, you’ve got to set them all like partners” (line 20) and interactional “Do I live with you?” This shows that Luke and Stephen’s linguistic capabilities are well developed, as there are such a wide variety of functions used. The phatic function is the only function that does not appear this is because Stephen and Luke are not aware and do not care for the purpose of phatic talk and also because they know each other so well.

Language acquisition is possible due to physical growth, (at sixteen weeks old they tongue is more agile and is able to move both horizontally and vertically and it works together with the vocal cords and lips to make the child able to produce a wider variety of sounds.)

Social factors; the environment the child grows up in affects the extent to which they learn language and build up a vocabulary, along with a critical age, thought to be age five a person is unable to fully learn their native language. Feral children like Genie who was locked up for nearly twelve years from birth was unable to acquire more than a very basic linguistic knowledge. 

Children by the age of four can speak fluently on a wide range of topics, using a wide vocabulary and varying sentence types, expressing meaning and are able to keep the topic of conversation relevant to the context. It is important to appreciate the skills involved in learning your native language. Could you learn French just as well in four years?

The two children featured in the transcription are aged four years and nine months and three years respectively at the time of recording. Luke who is aged four should be able to speak more fluently and correctly than Stephen who recently turned three. Stephen has now passed the telegraphical talk stage, which takes place from ages two to three.

Journalists use telegraphical features, they use only the most important lexical items to convey meaning and ideas. Grammar such as prepositions 

