Mockingbird Journal
 In literature pay close attention to everybody’s name.
Robert E. Lee Ewell…commander in civil war/ believed in slavery
Atticus Finch…Finch is a small song bird

Tom Robinson…Robin is also a song bird

Jean Louise…feminine for John Louis

Jem… he is the gem of the story.

Boo Radley…boo is scary

Dill… brings flavor to their lives

Mayella “Violet” Ewell…violet is a flower that moves away from the sun (attention)

Mayella Ewell is a frightened girl that only thinks about herself.  Even if she does not want to stand up against her father, she is only testifying because she does not want her father to get angry.  She knows what really happened yet she will not admit that she and her father are wrong.

Close Textual Analysis:


When the first sentence of this passage says that the Ewells lived in an old Negro cabin behind the city dump, that explains a lot about them.  When a person thinks of garbage dump, they think of a dirty, smelly place where trash is thrown.  By telling the reader that the Ewells live behind a dump, Harper Lee is also telling the reader how poor and smelly the Ewells are.  They live in a dump, or near one, and they also live in an old Negro cabin.  Back when this book was taking place, there was a large amount of racism, so to live there after a Negro person, also tells that the Ewells were not very wealthy people.  The house looked like a dump too.  The roof was simply make of flattened cans and holes for windows.  The outside of the house was fenced on by old tree limbs, broom sticks and tool shafts, held together by barbed wire.  The yard was filled with old items like shoes car parts dentists chair and many others.  This was obviously the only thing that the Ewells could afford.  The one corner of the yard that was decorated was Mayella Ewell’s garden of flowers.  The town of Maycomb thinks that the flower garden is beautiful because they are amazed by that part of the yard.  Mayella grew flowers that were so gorgeous that was strait in a row and she takes really good care of the flowers.  She also has her cheap flowers, that she resembles, by them standing out in the house and she stands out in her family.  Compared to the house she is beautiful, but compared to the town
