Things Fall Apart
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***On Test…

THE PACKET…

Achebe’s Influence on African Writers—he wrote in English, claiming that he is not promoting African literature and culture.
How the Ibo Governed—they did not have king to rule them.  They were self-ruled, but they had the men with title rule them.  They were the ones that made the decisions.

Women in the Tribe—The women of the clans would help each other out.  If one was being abused then they would all harass him in public until he changed his behavior.

Chi, The Spiritual Double—This says that nothing can stand alone.  The chi links that Ibo member to his or her ancestors.

Ani and Agbala— Ani is the earth goddess in charge of mortality and serves as a symbolic womb for the dead before they are reborn. The Ibo depend on Ani for food. 
Story telling in Oral Cultures— The Ibo use folk tales and proverbs to instill the morality of the clan into their children. This also passes on their beliefs about spiritually because they are serving as religious, social, and educational functions.
Currency-- The main form of money for the Ibo is cowrie shells, which are white snail shells. A bag of cowrie shells would contain about 24,000 shells and would weigh about 60 pounds each.
Kola nut and chalk-- The chalk was made of white clay and symbolized peace. The kola nut and chalk together symbolize an intimacy between a guest and their host. 

The African Drum—“Talking drums” were musical instruments but could make the same sounds as some African languages. The “ekwe” was a hollowed log and could be struck to stimulate the different pitches of the language and could talk, but they were still limited.

Agricultural Staples--The most important crops grown by the Ibo were the yam and the oil palm. Yams are a lot like potatoes and the oil palm produced fruit and from the fruit’s shell, oil came. This oil could be used to make soap and candles. 
Edema: The Swelling Disease--Edema, also called dropsy and hydrops, is what killed Okonkwo’s father, Unoka. It is swelling when there is too much fluid in the body’s tissues and cavities. It is a symptom of heart and kidney disease.
Ibo Titles--Ozo was the title taken when a man has enough wealth that he can take part in the decision-making. Once the next title is taken, the man is called Ogbuefi for the rest of his life. There are two more titles after these and the fifth, which was very rare, was like the king, but only ceremonial. 
Mmo: Community of the Living and Dead--When a man took his first title, it was his initiation into mmo, or the spirit world of the ancestors. The spirits lived among men and sometimes revealed themselves through the egwugwu. The egwugwu was a select group of men initiated into the spiritual knowledge of the clan. 
Enzima the Night Rider--Even though Achebe did not explain Chielo’s night ride with Envima on her back, if is understood that this was the families first introduction to the idea that she had been chosen to succeed Chielo as priestess.
Iba, the Fever of Malaria--Iba is described the same as the fever that usually accompanies malaria. It is caused by mosquito bites that are infected with malaria.
Marriage, Ibo style--Bride-price insured marriage stability so that if a husband was bad, the wife could return home and the family would deny the price. After the price was settles, a ceremony called uri happened, but isa-ifi was the formal acceptance of a bride into the groom’s family.
Missionaries Among the Ibo--Missionaries started missionary work in Nigeria along the Niger River. Missionaries established schools and churches, training and preaching the Nigerians along the way. 
Iron Horse--The Ibo called the bicycle and iron horse.

Outcast from the Clan: The Osu--The osu is a living sacrifice to the gods. They are not killed, they suffered socially. The slaves even had a higher social status, so they formed their own communities.

Colonialism in Iboland--During this period of “pacification”, African resistance was met with collective punishment. Most resisted the colonists, but some welcomed them and traded with them.

Court Messengers--Court messengers were called kotma and were Africans from aliens of ex-slaves. Were lowest part of the government, but became like police and most abused their power. Became an integral part of British rule.

The Ibo Today--British ruled for less than 60 years in Nigeria, but managed to set up a federation of 19 states. After gaining independence the Ibo were not happy with the government so they fought a three year revolution which they lost. Nigeria is still struggling for a successful democracy.
The Second Coming -- W. B. Yeats


Turning and turning in the widening gyre 
The falcon cannot hear the falconer; 

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold;
 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 

The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, and everywhere 
The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 
The best lack all convictions, while the worst 
Are full of passionate intensity. 


Surely some revelation is at hand; 
Surely the Second Coming is at hand. 

The Second Coming! Hardly are those words out 
When a vast image out of Spiritus Mundi 
Troubles my sight: somewhere in sands of the desert 
A shape with lion body and the head of a man, 

A gaze blank and pitiless as the sun, 
Is moving its slow thighs, while all about it 
Reel shadows of the indignant desert birds. 
The darkness drops again; but now I know 
That twenty centuries 
of stony sleep 
Were vexed to nightmare by a rocking cradle, 
And what rough beast, its hour come round at last, 
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born? 

Character Sketches:

Okonkwo: Okonkwo is the main character in the story.  The story starts after he is already married and has children, but there is a brief review when Okonkwo tells us that he has become the way he is because of his father.  His father was poor and lived with no respect from the others in the tribe.  Okonkwo did not want to turn out like this so he became the polar opposite.  He made sure that he thrived at everything so he would not become like his father.  In wrestling he threw “The Cat” onto his back, which no one had done for seven years.  Okonkwo is stern with his wives and kids.  He also gets angry very easily and has a hard time talking when he is mad.  I think that he is afraid to let out his feelings because he fears the thought of weakness and showing it on the outside.  There are a couple of times that the author suggests that perhaps Okonkwo is friendly and caring on the inside.  Okonkwo also has an interesting relationship with his son.  He wants his son to be just like him, so he is always harsh and stern with him.  He feels a bit of jealousy while Obierka’s son is thriving and he is not pushing him, but Nwoye, Okonkwo’s son is having a rough time fitting in.  I do not like Okonkwo as a character because he never takes the time to show how much he really loves and cares for his family.  He is too afraid about what everyone will think about him, that he refuses to enjoy what surrounds him, which are his family and friends.  Okonkwo is lacking in the area of tragic hero because he does not have one of the qualities.  He does not have the integrity part.  Integrity means that you both get and have respect.  He gets respect from most people, but he does not give out that much respect.  He does not let people get to know him or come near his heart.  He never opens up and lets people take care of him when he is hurting both physically and mentally.  His fear gets in the way of letting people like him for who he truly is.  When he dies in the end of the story by hanging himself or committing suicide, he disgraces himself and has to be thrown into the forest or be taken down by someone that is not in the clan.  He has managed to do exactly what his life goal was not to be.   
Nwoye: Throughout the story Nwoye has gone through many hardships.  He has to constantly hear his father telling him to be better and compare him to Obierka’s son.  Nwoye does not want to be like the person that his father wants him to be.  He wants to be himself and fallows another path.  Towards the end of the novel he renames himself Isaac.  This is very symbolic because Isaac is one of the main characters that play a part in the bible.  When all of the other young men are wrestling, Nwoye decides that he would much rather sit out and watch while Obierka’s son succeeds in this.  I like Nwoye’s character because I can relate to him easily.  Pretty much every teen at one point or another is compared to friends by their parents because they always seem to be doing better.  Most teens take the criticism and are productive, but some, like Nwoye, fold under the pressure of being someone that they do not want to be.  He feels so much pressure to be just like his father that he cannot take it and he decides to convert to Christianity.     
Ikemefuna: He was given to the Umofia by the village next to them because they killed one of the young daughters of Okonkwo’s tribe.  Okonkwo is the one that Ikemefuna is given to Okonkwo to be taken care of.  The tribe is forced to kill him because he is a sacrifice that they have to make.  The elders advised Okonkwo not to participate in this, but he did anyway, and when Ikemefuna came running to him for help, after he had been harmed, all Okonkwo did was kill him.  Ikemefuna was a good way for Okonkwo to realize that Nwoye just needed a little guidance.  When Ikemefuna is killed by Okonkwo as a sacrifice, this is very symbolic.  This is one of the plagues that Okonkwo goes through.  They are from the 8 plagues and the death of the first born son from Egypt.  This all ties into how the story relates to Christianity and the bible.  I like Ikemefuna’s character because he was sent there all of the sudden, but blended in perfectly.  He helped out around with the kids and guided Nwoye on the right path.  I think that if Ikemefuna was not killed Nwoye would still be a part of Okonkwo’s life.      
Ekwifi: She is the mother of Enzinma, and the second wife of Okonkwo.  She has given birth to ten children but Enzinma is the only one that survives, the other nine die at birth.  She moves out of the village along with Okonkwo after he is exiled.  Even though Okonkwo is very powerful and mean, she stays by his side for fear of being beaten.  Deep down inside though Okonkwo really cares for her as his wife.  She has even left her other husband to be with Okonkwo because he has so much influence in the tribe.

Enzinma: She is the only child of Ekwifi.  Okonkwo wishes that she was a son, so he could be proud of her.  Also, she is very much like her mother, and understands how Okonkwo lives.  She is one of Okonkwo’s favorite people to be around, but he still does wish that she was a young boy.  Even though he does not show it in the outside, he still loves and cares for Enzinma and Ekwifi.  He wants them to stay safe and out of harms way.  Enzinma is the hardest working of them all and goes out of her way to please everyone.  I like Enzinma because she was not afraid to shine as a female.  She knew that Okonkwo did not like females very much and feared being one of them, but she still did her best to please him and make him proud of her.     
Obierka: He is one of Okonkwo’s good friends.  He has always been there for Okonkwo through good and bad.  His son is the one that Okonkwo is jealous of because he wants his son to be exactly like him.  Obierka believes in the village’s faith but he does question some of what they do.  He wants to be able to do some of the work that has to be done, but he cannot because of the rules that they have against men with tittles doing some of the jobs.  I love Obierka because he is not afraid to question some of his own beliefs, but he is also not saying that his religion is bologna.  He also does not push his son to be what he wants him to be.  He lets his son succeed on his own terms, which is of course what any kid wants.  He is a great character in that he does not really fear many things.  Yes, he does have fears, but he does not let them affect him in his daily life.  He loves his son and family uncontrollably and never takes them for granted.    

Topic #1: Tragedy: Okonkwo is not necessarily born in a high place, but he certainly works his way up there.  The tragedy does not really start until he is in a high place in the village.  Okonkwo is definitely a person of integrity and promise.  He has developed himself out of nothing.  He had to reconstruct his reputation after his father died.  So he definitely has promise and integrity to go far in his life.  Okonkwo also has a conscious.  He knows that he has done something bad.  The proof that he has a conscious is when he hangs himself at the end of the story.  This is a very telling moment of the story, because it lets the reader know that he did understand what was happening and that he did have a warm heart.  He also made the choices that lead him to his fate.  He made the choice not to show how much he loved his son until it was too late and Nwoye left his for Christianity.  This is why he ends up hanging himself in the end, because he mad all the wrong choices and he did not want to have to live with them.  Okonkwo takes recognition when he admits that he really did care about Enzinma.  He is recognizing that he does show his fear by loving his female daughter.  Okonkwo’s tragic flaw is that he deathly fears showing any signs of weakness.  He afraid of this because of his father’s reputation, and his father being the epitome of the village.  He did not want to turn out like that, so he set out to be the polar opposite which turned this fear of weakness onto him. There is little emotional connection between the audience and the hero.  This is because it is hard to feel for someone who has treated everyone around him like crap.  It puts the reader in a bad place because they are supposed to feel bad for the hero, but in Things Fall Apart, the hero is a real jerk.  But one could argue that all he was doing was trying to make the people around him happy.  And trying to make himself a batter person and not turn out like his father.  Catharsis occurred when he hung himself.  That was the breaking point of most people.

Topic #2: Nature vs. Nurture: I think that a person does develop because of the way that they were raised.  No one is born that way, because a baby that is an orphan is born in a certain country, and then adopted into a new country.  They are going to learn the norms of that culture just as they would have in another.  This proves that you are not born that way, but you turn out based on your surroundings as you grow up.  Okonkwo grew up around many people calling his father a woman, which is very insulting.  This shows how he would not be so hard on Nwoye unless he was put through how his father turned out.  If his father had turned out to be a fine man, then Okonkwo would not feel the need to turn out the way he did.  Nwoye has too much pressure on him to succeed, so he cracks.  He converts to Christianity, and leaves his father.  Without all the pressure on him to be something that he is not he would not have left to convert to Christianity.  He was not born Christian or born to become Christian, it was the way that he was raised or brought up that caused him to convert.  Obierka raises his son in a friendly, kind environment with no real pressure to succeed at everything he does.  His son could have easily converted to Christianity, but because of the way the Obierka has raised him there is no need for that.  He is happy right where he is because Obierka listened to and cared for his son in ways that Okonkwo did not.  Obierka raised his son to succeed because he wanted him to, not because he needed him to.  He let his son choose what he wanted to do, so he nurtured him to be what he is today.  Nature had some affects on these outcomes, like how well they are built to succeed, but mostly it was nurture that got in the way.  Okonkwo and Obierka both have healthy, lively sons that were raised in two totally different environments.  This shows that it is the nurturing that makes them different.

Topic #3: Imposing beliefs on another person: Achebe was trying to accomplish the fact that what works with one group might not work as well with another.  The idea of Christianity worked for the people who believed in it.  But for the Africans it did not work.  The Africans already had their own system of beliefs set up and did not need anyone to come in and tell them how to do it.  If America tried to put their government into Africa and see if it would work, it would not.  We are not the same as Africa therefore the same system of government would not work.  That also goes for religion.  Like anyone else, religion is a huge part of African culture.  It is one of the things they value most.  Taking that away from them and telling them that is it wrong and that they should not believe in that is not the right thing to do.  No one would like it if all the sudden some foreigners came into the country and started telling everyone that what we are believing in is worthless and it is not right.  Plus the fact that they did not really care about spreading Christianity, all the Europeans wanted was more land.  They figured that if they come on and divide and conquer the Africans they might be able to get it.   
Topic #4: Traditional values vs. Change/Progression: Topic #4—Both sides have good arguments, but really it depends on how the reader looks at the situation, and the internal decision one must make. Change can be good, but only if everyone accepts it. When there are still some that resent it and do not accept it, problems are caused, before all the change that happened, there were pros and cons of the culture the Ibo had. One of the main good things about it was the unity of the clan. They all had something that they had in common, their culture. After the change, they did not have this unity. Whenever there was a problem in the community, each side would just blame the other one.  Before the change, there were already some people rejected from the community and that was a problem, but after the change, even the rejected had a place to go. This is because the church accepts anyone because God does not care what you have done or who you are, as long as you accept him into your heart. But before the change, these rejected people had no where to go. Before the change, people like Nwoye, Okonkwo’s son, who just didn’t quite feel comfortable with the rest of the community, but were still expected to, were lost in the world. After the change, they fit in with the church, because anyone who wanted to fit in there could. After the change though, there was more rejection in the community of the people who had joined the church instead of sticking with what their ancestors had. The people who did stay with their original culture thought that those who left were leaving all of their ancestors for something ridiculous. This change did not affect only those that left for the church, but also those that did not want change. It changed even the people who did not go to the church’s view of their own culture, because they were able to survive in the Evil Forest where the twins babies were left to simply because they thought that they were evil. This changed their whole way of thinking, where as if they had not come, the community would not have changed any of their customs. After the change though, people started questioning the rules, laws, and customs of their own culture. Good can come from change, but coming along with it, hand in hand, is bad.

Topic #5: Fear: Fear dominates Okonkwo’s life.  He lives with it everyday especially after being exiled.  Unfortunately, Okonkwo lives in it. He is afraid of looking weak to the people around him. The root of this fear is his father. Okonkwo lived in fear of turning out like his father, who was very weak. His father was called a woman and Okonkwo knew he was a very weak man. The fear of turning out like this drove Okonkwo to be the way he was, hard and difficult. This fear of being weak is also the root of most of his problems. It made him very unlikable. Because he was afraid of seeming weak, he would not show any emotions such as love or compassion and sometimes that is all he needed to. This fear caused his downfall. First, he kills Ikemefuna because he thinks the other men will see him as weak if he does not. This is the worst thing he does because of his fear. He also never tells any of his family that he loves him because it will make him “weak”. There are many perceptions of weakness. There is physical weakness where you are not strong in muscle strength, which does not apply to Okonkwo. There is social weakness, where it is too hard for some people to have friends, but this also does not apply to Okonkwo because he has Obierka. The only weakness left is mental weakness. This is the weakness that Okonkwo actually has, because he lives in fear of the other weaknesses. Okonkwo creates the destruction of Nwoye through this fear. Because he is afraid he will turn out like his father, he pushes him and never shows him love or compassion, which is what Nwoye needs. As a result, Nwoye becomes very much like his father, lazy and uncaring about wealth and social position. Okonkwo’s fear of weakness causes him to be weak, without even knowing it. If he had forgotten this fear and realized what he was doing, this novel would not have been a tragedy and Okonkwo would not have had all the problems he did. Fear plays the main role in Okonkwo’s life. It drives it while the rest of Okonkwo sits in the passenger seat. It is like the controller of his whole mind. When you take away the fear, you have a whole new Okonkwo. 

�The falcon has gone to far so they cannot hear.


�He has 2 choices, he can either let the falcon fly away or he can change the center.  This means that the center has to fall apart and change.


�Once the bird has left the falconer has lost the control.  And even if he goes to get it, the bird is now in control.  The world gets turned upside down.  


�This happens when the apocalypse comes and this coincides with Christ’s second coming, which is why the poem is called the second coming.  This is when people and things start to fall apart.    


�Both of things are happening at the same time.  Christians do not believe that this is the apocalypse.  They see this as a good thing/ 


�This is the sphinx.  


�Means 2000 years since the first coming.


�He wants to know WHAT is going to come this time in the year 2000.  He thinks that it is going to be bad.  The Bethlehem part is another allusion to Christ..  He is wondering what the second coming at 2000 was going to be.   





