

Close Textual Analysis…

Marigolds…In the short story marigolds an older lady is looking back on an incident about when she was a young girl living in another town.  She is saying that the only thing she remembers about the town is the bad dirty things like the dust that gets into your eyes.  She seems to remember things as they feel not as they are.  She also remembers Miss. Lottie’s marigolds that brought a splash of sunny yellow against the dust.  She remembered the marigolds in Miss. Lottie’s yard and how she was no longer a child any more but now a woman.  She seemed to be confused at that time and did not know what was going on.  She is telling the reader the setting of the story and what it looked like as to paint a picture for the reader to show how and what she felt.

The scarlet Ibis…There is a tree in the beginning of the story.  The tree is very prominent in this story.  This tree is bleeding.  That means that the tree has sap coming out of it.  The strong archetypes in this story are turned upside down.  In the beginning of the story it shows how a miracle was performed when William, “Doodle” was born.  Everyone thought he was going to die, so they actually built a coffin for him.  The narrator of the story, who is Doodle’s older brother, believes in Doodle.  It is talking about how summer is dead but autumn is not yet born.  This tells us that they are in the middle of seasons…in the middle of life and death.  It is also saying that the flowers in the graveyard are starting to bloom.  This also tells us that the graveyard is starting to become a little bit more lively.  There are a lot of symbols in the beginning of the short story.  The first two paragraphs set the tone of the story because they tell what the story is about and how most of the character’s reactions are going to be when the climax is reached during the end of the story.  It also gives the reader some back round on what the life was like back then.  This story is mostly about death.  Rain is supposed to be positive at the end of the story.  In this story brother protects Doodle from the heresy of the rain.  Doodle is dieing and the rain, that stands for birth is raining on the horrible dieing Doodle.  
A Separate Peace...The tone is set as Gene approaches and then visits the stairs.  When he visits the stairs there is a feeling that he describes that makes him think about his time a Devon School.  The stairs are the same size to him maybe a bit smaller, which shows that he has grown and matured since he was last there.  He also says something about his whole view of Devon.  He says that it was vibrantly real while he was a student there, but it blinked out like a candle the day he left.  He also describes the stairs as a fearful site.  On his way to the stairs he felt moody gusts of wind all around him.  He explains the marble of the stairs to be unusually hard because they were old, but hey did not have much wear on them. 

When Gene reaches the tree, the author has the tone of relief, and uses foreshadowing and symbols. When Gene finally reaches the tree he has a tone of relief because he is finally able to let go of all of his memories of the tree and what happened in it. He is able to let free the weight he had been holding on his shoulders. He uses foreshadowing also when he reaches the tree. It is very discreet though. He uses foreshadowing by showing that he was relieved because that means that something big happened in the tree; something very important.


When Gene is going to the tree the author uses imagery, foreshadowing, and detail. The author uses imagery when describing the scenery. He paints a picture of how lonely the school looks, but still how powerful and majestic it looks. He says that it is so wonderful that it can not be true when he says it felt as though an argument would start at any time. This leads me to my next point. The author uses foreshadowing when he says that he would know more about this once he had seen the second place he was about to see. He knows something that we do not yet know. We later on will learn that something happened in the tree that changed his life forever. Last in this section, detail is used. A specific detail he gives us is that he remembers the tree vividly in his past. He says that when they were at Devon the tree seemed as if it the only one in site, but when he comes back there are many trees around the bank and he has to find it.
Our greatest fear in life is to have someone find out who we really are.  I mildly disagree with this quotation because everybody has a different fear.  I do not hide anything from anyone so therefore I cannot be afraid of people finding out who I am.  But I also highly agree with it because it is true for most people.  Even though I do not hide anything, it is still scary to have someone find out about my inner self.  I just do not think that it is my greatest fear.  My greatest fear would not be having someone find out who I really am.  It would be finding out who someone else really is, because you want to know them the way you perceive them not how they really are. 

Setting: Setting is an important aspect of a novel.  The setting can make or break a story.  Parts of setting are the time and the place it takes place at.  In separate piece the setting is really important; because there is no way that the novel would be the same without Devon or the war.  Devon is an all boys school and it could not happen at any school.  If the story took place at Mission Viejo High School it would not be the same.  Time is also an important part of setting.  If WW II had not been going on then the boys would not have acted the same.  The story would not have ended up the same way, and there would be no question of Enlisting.
Character Sketches…

Finny 
Finny is one of the main characters in the story.  He is the brave athletic character of him and hid best friend Gene.  Finny has always been athletic, but does not get very good grades.  It is Finny’s idea to jump out of the tree, into the river.  He is the one that gets Gene to jump with him.  Finny is friendly to everyone in the story.  He breaks his leg, and then again breaks it and dies while he is being healed.  Finny was a very dynamic character throughout the book.  He at the beginning was the most athletic person at Devon.  He invented blitzball and played all other kinds of sports.  He beat the swimming record at the school also.  He is the big man on campus until he broke his leg.  I like Finny’s character because he still has fun and semi-enjoys himself even when his leg is broken and he will never be able to play sports again.  Finny has changed through out the novel because in the beginning he was all muscle and even though he cared about Gene he wasn’t really the sensitive type.  He was very outgoing and never looked back.  Once he broke his leg, he really had nothing to do so he trained Gene for the Olympics.  He couldn’t be the athlete he was going to train his best friend to be.  Through out the story Finny is leading the other kids at Devon because he is the big man on campus.  Finny is the type of character that does not care about rules he just wants to have fun.  He can get away with everything.  Over all Finny has changed through out the story a lot.

Gene  
Gene is the quieter friend of the two main characters.  He is definitely more conservative than Finny.  He cares a lot about getting good grades.  He is jealous of finny being so charismatic.  Gene is making up this competition between him and finny, but finny doesn’t really know about the competition.  Gene thinks that Finny is trying to ruin his grades on purpose just so he could be more successful than Gene.  Gene is actually pretty in this story Gene is Finny’s best pal, and they do everything together.  They both jump out of the tree and one day when Gene slips Finny saves him by grabbing him arm.  The day that Finny slipped because Gene jounced the limb Gene could not grab onto Finny.  Gene feels bad that he could not have Finny and that he cause finny to fall off the tree.  I like Gene’s character because he is a lot more sensible then Finny.  Finny was too perfect and always got away with everything.  In class we discussed that Gene and Finny might be Gay, but I do not think so because they are just showing affection.  It is not normal for them to be that affectionate towards each other especially because they are both guys, but they are not gay, they just care for each other a lot.  We also talked about how Gene was the Superego, always following the rules and never wanting or having the need to break them.  Gene is the superego because he is the one who cares about following the rules and being on time and getting good grades and succeeding in academics.  Gene is the main character that we learn a lesson from because he is the narrator.   
Leper 
 Leper is a strange character in this story.  He is the outcast of Devon.  He has the same features as Finny in that he does not care about what other people think, he just does what he wants to do.  But he is different than Finny because he is not as friendly.  Leper, in the book, starts as one of the people in Finny and Gene’s group of friends but ends up joining the army and going insane.  He escapes from the army and wants Gene to come and visit him.  I think Leper is a nice character that is only there to try to help people.  He does not want to harm anybody, but he is a little strange.  I like his character because he is gentle and does not harm anyone.  Leper is the outcast of the group.  You can tell this because of his nickname, Leper.  They got that from Lepercy, the disease that caused your limbs to be separate and fall off the rest of the body.  Leper is the nice, but strange outcast of the group.
Brinker

Brinker of the character in the story that tries to make Gene admit that it was him the pushed Finny out of the tree.  He is the character that causes all of the trouble between Finny and Gene.  He runs a trial to make Gene tell Finny that it was him that pushed Finny out of the tree.  I strongly dislike Brinker because he is one of the main causes that made Finny die.  He is the one that called for the trial in the middle of the night.  That is when Finny fell down the stairs.  Brinker is also rude because he brought a lot of emotional pain to Finny and Gene as well.
  Discussion Topics…
Devon as an Edenic Society

Devon is an Edenic society because it represents the state of mind Adam and Eve pertained when in the Garden of Eden, the lack of knowledge.  Gene and Finny show this lack of knowledge until they are faced with the feelings of guilt, revenge, and regret that the tree brings, after they jump out of the tree.  Devon is an Edenic society because it is a boarding school.  They students do not have really any contact with much of the outside world.  They are enclosed in a world that is just to them.  They are naive until they jump out of the tree.  Devon is an Edenic society because the boys that live there do not know any better, and they do not gain knowledge until they jump out of the tree, or when Finny falls out of the tree.  Devon is the perfect enclosed place to live.  The boys get along mostly and the arguing and fighting does not really start until the incident happens.  Eden means a place of peace.  That is also why Devon is an Edenic society because it is a place of peace.  The boys find their separate peace while attending the Devon School.  While at Devon they students grow up and learn the lessons of life, just as Adam and Eve did while they were in Eden.  Then they did something that they were not supposed to do, and started living life the hard way.  When Adam and Eve got kicked out of Eden. That is the same as when Finny fell out of the tree.    
Gene as the superego & Finny as the id

Gene is the superego because he is the character that always thinks of the consequences.  He never wants to do anything that is against the rules.  He wants to be a good person and never do anything bad.  Even though he does do things that are against the rules he still thinks about what he is doing and how it will affect him.  Finny is the id because he does not care about what the rules are, he just wants to have fun.  He does not worry about the consequences; he just does what he wants to do.  For example, when they were going to the beach, Gene did not want to go, because he had a trigonometry test the next day that he had to study for and because it was against the rules.  Finny, on the other hand, wanted to go because he thought it would be fun.  He wanted to see the beach and spend the night because he did not care about what would happen if they are caught and when they came back.  Another example is that Finny gets away with everything.  Gene is always following directions because he is afraid to get into trouble, but Finny just wears what he can and does not care who thinks what.  When Finny wears the school tie as a belt the head master is disturbed at first, but then when Finny explains why, which is totally a lie, the master is actually intrigued.  This makes Gene mad because Finny can get away with anything, and he does not even worry about it.  
The theme of friendship
Finny and Gene are best pals during the book.  The theme of friendship really plays out in this book.  It shows you how people really are.  Finny and Gene are the typical high school students because, even though they are friends, they compete against each other, and want to be superior to the other.  It is hard to create or have a loyal friendship because there are always people out there that do not want you to succeed.  When Finny is at home healing and Gene goes back to visit him, they try to repair their friendship, but it is not repaired entirely. It is repaired entirely when Finny comes back to Devon though, because Gene wants to make it up to Finny for ruining his dreams. When Finny is training Gene for the Olympics, their friendship is as true and really as it ever had been.  True friendship is what the theme of this book is.  Having a true friendship is what it is all about.  Many friendships are just about how you need that person and what they can do for you, but Finny and Gene’s is about being loyal and truthful to each other.  That is why Gene told Finny that he had purposely threw him out of the tree.  They do have their rough patches when things do not seen to be going smoothly, but in the end they are good friends.  Gene even considers himself to be part of Finny, as he says, “you do not cry at your own funeral.”        
The Struggle for a position in a School Setting

People struggle in everyday life, but many do not know how much high school students struggle with everyday.  Many students want to be popular, have power, be accepted and have individuality.  These are the main things that most high schools students struggle for.  They can also be strived for individually.  Leper does not want to be popular, have power, or be accepted.  He just wants to enjoy himself, and have individuality.  To acquire all these things is the ultimate quest for most people.  But some just do not make it.  The struggle is the hardest part of high school.  The characters all want the same thing, but they want it in a different way.  Brinker wants to have power over the student body, by leading them in all kinds of clubs and societies.  Finny has power because he is a leader and many of the students follow his example.  Acceptance is another struggle that many students go for.  To be accepted is to know that all the other people around you take you for what you are.  This is the biggest payoff for a high school student; to know that others accept him or her.  Knowing that others accept you is a major confidence boost.  That is why it is the hardest thing that the characters struggle, or strive for; because it is the thing that most people want.  To be popular is also a hard part of struggling in high school, because there is never one person that everybody likes.  It is impossible to be popular, because that would inquire that everyone on the whole campus likes or enjoys being around you.  Popularity is something that will never be reached.      
