Romeo and Juliet

****= study this especially for final exam…

Vocabulary—

Soliloquy-a long speech given by a character when they are alone on stage.  This allows the character to express true feelings.  

Aside-a drama device…a comment that is made for a select group of individuals.  

Pun-using a word that has multiple meanings to make a joke.

Double Entendre- A statement that is intentionally ambiguous, the second meaning is usually sexual.  
Extended metaphors-a series of metaphors that all deal with the same topic.  

Oxymorons-a combination of seemingly opposing terms.  

Paradox-a seemingly self contradictory statement that in fact contains truth.

Couplet-two consecutive rhyming lines.

Inversion-manipulating the normal order of words.

Iambic Pentameter- Rhythm that Shakespeare most commonly used.

A line is Shakespeare has five Iambs or measures five of them.
An Iamb is a series of two syllables; the first syllable is unstressed (u) and the second syllable is stressed ( ‘ ) 

Shakespearian Sonnets
1) A style of poetry that Shakespeare developed.  
2) All of his poems were written in sonnets.
3) Written in iambic pentameter.
4) Has 14 lines

5) Has the following rhyme scheme

A b a b    c d c d       e f e f     g g

 Thematic Breakdown

The first eight lines contain a problem question or concern
Lines nine through twelve attempt to answer or solve the concern

The last two lines add a comment to the last of the poem.

Sonnet—this is about how a man is trying to write a poem to his loved one, and he cannot find something to compare her to.  He tries to compare to a summers day.  
The problem—a summer can be ugly sometimes, it can end or be cloudy and windy.

The solution—he says that she will never get ugly or die, and is comparing her to the poem he is writing, and says that as long as people are alive and seeing she will be beautiful.
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	So
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	to
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	G


Background to Shakespeare—
· Born on April 23, 1564

· Died in April 23, 1616

· Born in Stratford-on-Avon

· He moved to London where he became a successful play writer and actor. (he acted in most of his own plays)

· He is credited with at least 37 plays.

· Most of them are famous.

· He helped to build the globe theater.

· The theater lasted until 1613.

· Then it got destructed

· They rebuilt the globe theater 30-40 years ago in London.

· Held about 2000 people.

· Open air arena.
· 3 levels of seating, with a stage in the middle, and ground level below the stage.

· Costumes were so important because men played all of the parts, so they had to be dressed as women.

· For Romeo and Juliet, a young boy would play Juliet and all the love scenes were played normally.

· In Shakespeare’s time more than ½ the population was uneducated.  They did not even attend school at all.

· There were two classes; the poor and the rich.

· The rich people sat in the seating wrapped around the stage.

·  The poor people (groundlings) would stand in the ground area and be uncomfortable.

· Poor; they were there to see comedy and action.  They would cause problems and want to hear dirty jokes, with the double entandre.

· Rich; were there for the poetry and the play.
· ***Shakespeare controls the mood always.

· ***He can control the mood by making some parts serious and intense then switch to a light funny scene.
The Tragic Hero*******
Define the Tragic Hero—Study  
· Aristotle’s Poetics—

· Fall from a high place.

Chose someone that is of high or noble birth.

An interest fact—people have to be known, and be important.

· A building for the character

Life will be going good, then it caves in.

The person can be moving to success and then the roof caves in.

· Person of integrity, promise, and or strength of character.

They have to be a good person

Cannot be a cheater or a criminal.

Adolph Hitler would not work…..

· A conscience 

Allows him or her to suffer

They need to feel bad that things are going wrong

· Choices

Totally beyond their control

They have to be actively involved in what happens to them
Fate has to happen, but also they have to make the choice.

· Recognition

The hero must take responsibility and realize that they have done something wrong.

The recognition always happens too late in the play, when nothing can be happened.

· The Tragic Flaw
A personality trait or character trait that consistently gets the hero in trouble.

*****Not a moment in the play (it is a trait that is ALWAYS getting him in trouble)

Hubris—the most common tragic flaw (not in Romeo and Juliet)
Excessive pride—usually something that is a highly positive trait that there is too much of or is twisted.

· (Non-Aristotle) In Shakespeare, the hero’s always die (along with many others)
· Audience centered—“Pathos” Emotional connection between audience and hero.

· “Catharsis” means purging…getting rid of (releasing emotions)*****
· MOST IMPORTANT ELEMENT OF TRAGIES. 
· Tragic Hero—the central person (the tragedy that the center of the person)
Benvolio: He is one of Romeo’s friends, but he is also his cousin.  He is not a very violent person, even though Mercutio says that he is.  
Quote: “I pray thee good Mercutio, let’s retire.”

Lord/Lady Montague: Lord Montague does not know why Romeo is so depressed in the beginning, and he wants Romeo to snap out of it.  Lady Montague dies at the end of the play because of anxiety.  She just stopped breathing.
Quote:  “O thou untaught! What manners is in this, to press before thy father to a grave.”
Lord Capulet: He sees Romeo as a harmless person when he is at the party.  He knows Romeo for what he is regarding the feud.  Lord Capulet is the one that decides that it is okay for Juliet to marry Paris.
Quote: “O brother Montague, give me thy hand.”
Lady Capulet: She is Juliet’s mother, but she has not really been there for her.  She is not the motherly role for Juliet.  Her relationship with Juliet is not very strong or sturdy. 
Quote: “The County Paris, at St. Peter’s Church shall happily make thee there a joyful bride.”
Friar Lawrence: He is the “nurse” towards Romeo.  He is the only person that Romeo has come to talk to about his situation with Rosaline and Juliet.
Quote: “These violent delights have violent ends.”
Mercutio: He is one of Romeo’s friends in the play, and he is the one that makes Romeo go to the party that Lord Capulet is holding.  He is killed by Tybalt.
Quote: “Ask for me tomorrow, you shall find me a grave man.”
Prince: The prince is neutral in the feud and he wants it to stop.  He doesn’t like there to be fighting on the streets of his kingdom.
Quote: “For never was there a story of more woe than this of Juliet and her Romeo.”
Tybalt: He is a very vicious character.  He takes the feud into account a lot.  For instance when Romeo was at the Capulet’s party, he wanted to kill him right then and there even though Romeo didn’t want to harm a soul. He is also the price of cats.
Quote: : “’Tis he, that villain Romeo.”
Nurse: The nurse is the person that has played the motherly role for Juliet all her life.  She was the one who breast fed Juliet and raised her.  She always has a story and talks quite crude when it is her time to deliver lines. 
Quote: “His name is Romeo, and a Montague, the son of your great enemy.”
Romeo: He is part of the Montague’s.  Romeo is the main male lead in the play.  He has no patience what so ever.  This is his heroic flaw in the story.  He does not take his time.  Through out the play he is always rushing things, like when he leaves Mantua to go to Juliet.  If he had just waited for Friar Lawrence’s letter or for him to even come into the tomb to tell him that Juliet isn’t really dead.  The Capulet’s and the Montague’s have this on going feud that Romeo does not want to have any part to do with it.  At the beginning of the play he is sad and depressed.  He is at first in love with Rosland.  Although it is not much of a love, it is more of an infatuating lust, but she does not like him in return.  He meets Juliet and is instantly swept away by her beauty.  Juliet is the only thing he is living for in the play.  He has basically lost everything he knows including his friends, family and even his home.  After he is banished to Mantua he is cut off from all the sources about Juliet.  This makes it very hard for him to communicate with Friar Lawrence.  This is one of the main reasons his tragic flaw is moving too fast and not having enough patience.  His tragic flaw is moving too fast because that is what is constantly getting him in trouble.  He moves too fast like when he rushes back to Verona to go kill himself because he has found out that Juliet is dead.  He does not even bother to see the Friar about it.  He just goes strait to the tomb to kill himself.  This is a problem because if he had even waited for a tiny moment for the Friar to come or even for Juliet to wake up then he would not have taken the poison and they would all live happily ever after.  But because this is a tragedy there has to be something wrong with the hero.  
Juliet: Juliet is the daughter of Capulet.  While she is at her father’s party, she happens upon Romeo.  She is head over heels for him from that point on.  They meet later on that night and she asks him to marry her.  She marries him the next morning.  When she finds out that Tybalt, her cousin, has been murdered, her reaction is anger, but then relief that Romeo is safe.  Her dad, Lord Capulet, then says that she has to marry the County Paris or she will be thrown out of their house.  She goes to the Friar, where she gets a sleeping potion to cure her problems.  She takes it that night and everyone thinks that she is dead.  She is supposed to awaken and have Romeo there waiting to take her into the sunset like a happily ever after fairy tale. But instead, when she awakens, she finds Romeo dead beside her.  She then takes Romeo’s dagger and kills herself with it.  Juliet was a young girl that got whirled into the fast lane by Romeo.  I really liked her though.  She was just an innocent person brought into the war by a persuasive Uncle Sam.  She seemed very nice and sounded like someone that you would like to have as a friend.  She sounds a little clingy though, so she should keep the friend status.  She dives head first into a relationship she can not handle and is swept off her feet. She is only thirteen years old and is already getting married. A teenager this young is not able to handle all of the stress of this arrangement. She is in over her head, but thinks she is in love, so she sticks with it. She could have been happy, if she had taken a step back and told Romeo, and herself, to just slow down. She has the same problem Romeo has of rushing into things too quickly. 
Paradoxes: 

1) “My only Love sprung from my only hate.”
2) ”See what a scourge is laid upon your hate, that heaven finds means to kill you joys with love.”
3) “More light and light, more dark and dark our woes.”
Oxymorons:
1) “Parting with such sweet sorrow.”
2) “O honorable villain.”
3) “wolvish-ravening lamb!”
Extended Metaphores/Similies:

1) Act 1 Scene 3- Lady Capulet is comparing Paris to a book.  She is saying that he is the book of love and that his eyes are the margin and he is an unbound book, and his beauty only lacks a cover.
2) Act 1 Scene 5- This is when Romeo and Juliet first meet.  They are talking amongst themselves and making metaphors between body parts and pilgrim.  Romeo is also saying that Juliet’s body is a shrine.

3) Act 5 Scene 3- This is when Romeo is going through the grave yard to find Juliet, and he is saying that it is a human, and it has eaten Juliet already and he is about to feed himself to it.
Puns:

1) “Gregory, on my word we will not carry coals.
No, for then we should be colliers.“
2) “You have dancing shoes with nimble soles.  I have a soul of lead so stakes me to the ground I cannot move.”
3)”That dreamers often lie.”
4) “I am too sore enpierced with his shaft to soar with his light feathers,”
Double Entandre:
1) “My naked weapon is out.”
2) “Therefore I will push Montague’s men from the wall and thrust his maids to the wall.” 
3) “Draw thy tool.”
4) “’Tis true, and therefore, women being the weaker vessels, are ever thrust to the wall.
Quotation Diary:
Famous Quotations:

1) “O brawling love, O loving hate.”
2) “Here’s to my love.  O true apothecary, Thy drugs are quick. Thus with a kiss I die.
3) “Violent delights have violent ends.”
4) “O, I am Fortune’s fool!”
5) “A plague o’ both your houses!”
6) “The sun for sorrow will not show his head.”
7) “But soft, what light through yonder window breaks? It is the East, and Juliet is the sun. 
8)  “Parting is such a sweet sorrow”
9) “Romeo, Romeo, Romeo! Here’s drink. I drink to thee.”
10) “Sin from my lips? O trespass sweetly urged. Give me my sin again.”
Analyzed Quotations:

1) “Forgive me, cousin”—Romeo says this when he goes into the Capulet’s tomb, to kill himself.  He is just realizing that he is the one that made the mistakes and that he is sorry for what he did.  He also calls Tybalt his cousin, going back to being married to Juliet so he truly is sorry for what he did. 
2) “My grave is likely to be my wedding bed.”—Juliet says this when she tells the nurse to go see what Romeo’s name is after the party.  She is saying that if he is already married than her wedding bed is likely to be her grave.  This is of course foreshadowing because the two have never even met before, little did they know that the star crossed lovers take their life.  This is when the whole story starts rolling.
3) “Indeed, I never shall be satisfied with Romeo till I behold him-dead-“—Juliet says this when she is talking to her mother about why she is so sad.  He mother and father think it is because her cousin Tybalt was just killed by Romeo, but really it is because Romeo was banished from the city and Juliet can never leave the city.  So once she says that she will not be satisfied until she holds Romeo, she has to add the word dead just so her mother is not suspicious of her.  This implies that she wants to kill Romeo for killing her cousin.  Even though that she really misses Romeo and wants him to come back to her.
4) “My name, dear saint, is hateful to myself because it is an enemy to thee.”—Romeo says this when he is at Juliet’s balcony and she asked who is there.  He responds to her question with this quote because e loves her and he does not want to offend her.
5) “Young men’s love often lies.”—Friar Lawrence says this to Romeo.  He means that young men often do not know what their heart wants.  He means to say that their heart or love often lies, as if it is not telling the truth.
6) “A greater power than we can contradict”—Friar Lawrence says this to Juliet when they are in the tomb.  
7) “Young men’s love then lies / not truly in their heart, but in their eyes”—Friar Lawrence says this to Romeo meaning that their love is of by what they feel but rather what they see, like the appearance of women rather then their personality.
8) “O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?”—Juliet says this because she is wondering why Romeo.  She wants to know why it has to be him that she falls in love with for the first time.  
9) “O, bid me leap, rather than marry Paris, from off the battlements of any tower.”—Juliet says this when she is talking to her mother and father about marrying Paris.  She basically says that she would rather jump off a tower and commit suicide than marry Paris.  This shows her true love for Romeo. 
10) “Put not another sin on my head.”—Romeo is saying this to Paris when they are in the grave yard and Paris wants to fight him.  He doing two things.  Taking responsibility for killing Tybalt and also declaring that he is not there to kill anyone.  
Love…
Young love vs. true love
I believe that Romeo and Juliet had young love. It is not possible for someone to fall in love at first site; that is just lust. Romeo and Juliet are impetuous. True love takes time, and it must be centered on the entire person, not just what they look like. Romeo and Juliet are obsessed with each other, not in love. They are in love with the idea of loving one another. It is not possible for someone to be madly in true love with someone that they have only had one conversation with. They are experiencing lust. They did not know what love truly means. They rushed into it too fast. If Romeo and Juliet had not rushed and had used the Friar’s advice, they would not have died so young. One example of this is the balcony scene. Instead of saying anything about how he loves her personality, all Romeo can focus on is how beautiful Juliet is. This is not love, it is lust. In the balcony scene, it is the perfect love setting, a garden which Romeo had to romantically jump over walls to get to his love, but only a few hours earlier, Romeo had been depressed over how in love he was with Rosaline. You can not truly be in love with someone after you had just been saying how in love you were with someone else. It just does not work like that. Speed is another issue in their relationship.  Because they are rushing into their relationship, they are not acting rational. Romeo and Juliet are also in a deep love, displayed by the way they act towards each other.  They show devotion, dedication, and sacrifice.  Juliet and Romeo both sacrifice their family and in Juliet’s case the only thing she new until she met Romeo.  Romeo gives up his family by defying them and going against the feud.  He also gives up his friendships, because he was supposed to be backing up Mercutio but instead he was trying to break up the fight.  This is when Mercutio gets killed under Romeo’s wing.
Shakespeare’s Imagery


Shakespeare uses three different types of imagery in The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet and they are light, flowers, and birds. Probably the most evident imagery present in the play is light imagery. It is used to show the outlook on life Romeo has mostly.  At the beginning of the play, Romeo is in love with Rosaline, but she was not returning his love, so he was upset of course, and everything about him is dark. He only comes out when it is dark outside, and when it is light outside, he locks himself into his room and makes it dark. The light and dark imagery change from scene to scene. In the balcony scene, it is dark outside, and Romeo is saying how bright it is because of Juliet, and that Juliet is the sun. This is a drastic change. Another major example of the light and dark imagery is the one night that Romeo and Juliet spent together. When they wake up in the morning and Romeo has to leave, Juliet tries to pretend it is still night so that they can stay together. In this instance, the darkness and night resemble the safety of being in each others sight. Whenever Juliet is around, Romeo’s world seems to lighten up. Another form of imagery that Shakespeare uses is the flower. One example of this is Romeo and Juliet’s love. In the balcony scene Juliet tells Romeo that their love is like a bud, and that if they take it a little slower, by summer it will turn into a full bloom flower.  Along with this, Juliet is Romeo’s flower. The third type of imagery is the bird. An example of this is at the end of the balcony scene, when Juliet says that she would kill her little bird with affection if Romeo was that bird. The most prominent imagery was the light and dark imagery though. It is present almost always whenever Romeo is in the play. Imagery is used a lot in The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet and these are not the only examples.

Fate vs. Choice—Fate is what is supposed to happen to you.  It is the belief that no matter what you did or do something is supposed to happen to you.  When Romeo says that he is going to defy the stars he is saying that he will no longer trust fate because now Juliet is dead.  He means that fate had not gotten him anywhere so he is just going to have to do it himself.  Fate is different according to people.  Some say that it is based off the choices you make, others say that is does not matter what you do everything will turn out the same.  Everything is not always up to fate to decide what is supposed to happen.  Choices are another way to tell what is going to happen.  The other belief is that of choice.  You can chose to do anything you want, and those choices are going to affect what is going to happen in the future.  Some people believe that choices are the only way you can succeed in life, but in Romeo and Juliet, Romeo does not make very good choices.  Maybe if he had left it up to fate to guide him back to Juliet he would have never gone back to Verona and into the tomb to kill himself.  But also if he had not relied on some of the choices he made then he might have never even met Juliet.  There is a mix between trusting fate and making every decision for yourself.  This is using fate to make that choice.  Romeo does this when he realizes that fate was not meant to bring himself and Rosland together, so he decides to go to the party at the Capulet’s mansion and meets Juliet there.  His choice to go to the party led him to fate.  Hid fate was to meet Juliet and fall in lover with her and not Rosland.                     

Friar Lawrence’s Quote--

Friar Lawrence says this quote, “Wisely and slow. They stumble that run fast.” to Romeo, but applies to the whole play. Every character in this play, including Friar Lawrence, could use this advice. It means that people who move too fast stumble, or something goes wrong in their plan, and those that take their time are fine. The main example of people “stumbling” when they are moving too fast is that of Romeo and Juliet. If Romeo and Juliet had not moved so fast, they would not have died so young. Romeo and Juliet had only known each other for a day when they exchanged the words of love. They were moving so fast that they were making irrational decisions. Romeo especially moved too fast. Only a few hours after being depressed over being so much in love with Rosaline, Romeo tells Juliet how he is in love with her.  So because Romeo is moving so fast, something bad has to happen. Plenty of bad things happen to Romeo, such as him killing Tybalt. The major one though, is him coming to early to Juliet, so that she has not woken up yet. If he had been a tiny bit slower he would have been there when she was waking up and they could have had a happily ever after, but he did not. Also, on that same note, Romeo, being the speed demon he is, wanted the fastest acting poison possible. If he had not gotten a fast poison, he would be able to see Juliet wake up and the Friar might have been able to save him. Another time that Romeo should have taken his time, is when he kills Tybalt. If he had just waited for the Prince to get there, Tybalt would have been the one being exiled, not Romeo. But we know that Romeo is high speed and not rational, he just needs to realize it.  At one point, even Friar Lawrence should have taken his own advice. He is rushing so much to reach Romeo, that he completely misses him. He should have just taken his time, like all of the characters need to. Even though the quote was directed at Romeo, every character in the play should have listened to it.


The Balcony Scene

At the beginning of the scene when Romeo is talking to himself about Juliet he compares her to the sun.  With the sun being so bright he is saying that she is the light in his life.  He also mentions that her eye in the heaven would shine so bright that birds would come out and sing as if it were not night.  Also, when he says that she speaks, but says nothing, he is saying that she can express her emotions without even saying a word.  When Juliet says, “O Romeo Romeo wherefore art thou Romeo.”  She is saying why did it have to be Romeo.  She is NOT asking where Romeo is, she was asking WHY Romeo.  She knows that she loves him, but she wants to know why it had to be Romeo, who is a Montague.  Another line that brings attention, is when Juliet says, “What’s in a name?  That which we call a rose by any other name would smell as sweet.”  This quote means that you can call Romeo any other name, you can even pretend that he is not a Montague, but he will still be one.  This scene is a temporary farewell between Romeo and Juliet because the don’t know when they will see each other ever again.  So they are saying bye and complimenting each other.  I do not like this scene so much because by reading the play, you don’t get the same reactions as you would if you watched it.  It would be a lot easier to picture if the plays that have been made didn’t portray it the wrong way.  When Juliet tells Romeo to stay a little, and that she would return, this shows the reader that Juliet does share the same feelings for Romeo that he does for her.  She wants to keep talking to him, but the nurse interrupts and Juliet has to say goodnight for that evening.  Neither of them want to part at the end of the scene, but they must because Juliet is being drawn away by the nurse.     
Balcony Scenes (movies)—
Version no.1:The filmed play-  Both Romeo and Juliet delivered their lines very well, except for Romeo when he speaks unclearly, so it is hard to catch the line.  But there are also some directorial choices that are made, that come off as a little funny, like when Romeo is lying on the floor as he delivers some of his lines.  I think that that is taking it a little too far.  
Version no.2: The 1968 movie- I like how they left the rose part in, but the Way that both Romeo and Juliet delivered their lines are actually better than that of the version no.1.  Leaving some of the lines out did cut the scene down, but not too much.  I could have been longer, but it was okay.  The directorial choices made it this scene were very different from that of the actual play.  In the play Shakespeare meant for Romeo and Juliet to not have any contact at al, but in this scene there is too much contact.  They are making out every two seconds and it seems like too much for the beginning of their relationship.  This is the version I like the best.  
Version no.3: Leonardo Decaprio Movie- That version is a bit too modern for me.  The whole classic Romeo and Juliet is when it takes place in the correct time zone.  You cannot have a castle and cars and gasoline stations at the same time.  You can modernize it a bit, but you cannot have two different time era’s going at the same time.  It does not work.  The actors also do not know how to deliver their lines either.  They are constantly yelling and whispering in all different tones.  It does not match up to the story line.
