Huckleberry Finn Journal
APPROACHES TO LITERAURE
1. Archetypal approach to literature

The hero’s journey 

It is a pattern that examines the physical and mental journey toward maturation, knowledge and growth.

The hero’s journey….

Departure (separation) from your zone of comfort, leaving behind support systems, old ways of thinking and leaving the place of comfort.
Initiation (the school of hard knocks) You will physically get beat up, or be suffered into a place where you experience mental anguish.

Return a return to a zone of comfort where new knowledge is applied.

2. Archetypal Adam

Edenic society (paradise) the place of innocence and society

The loss of innocence through the gaining of knowledge

The concept of what is loss and what is gained (the overall total of gains and losses)

3. The Psychological Approach.

Sigmund Freud had breakthrough ideas of the brain and mind.

Brook brain in three parts…superego, id, ego

The morality principle-

Superego- developed by societal values--laws of the land, religion laws and authoritive influence

Id-pleasure principal, seeks instinctual pleasure without fear of consequence, not developed by society. 

Ego- reality principal—seeks balance, the pressure is between the id and the superego

If you are faced with a crisis of conscience, a moment of stress.

4. Formalism-involves a formal reading of the text and in doing so the text will reveal its own personal meanings and special qualities.

Goes from romance to reality, romance does not mean love it means stuck in an imaginary idealized world.

The world is not perfect but everytime someone thinks that Mark Twain comes and slaps then in the face with reality.

Pattern of romance reality to follow the pattern of nature to civilization.

When they go to the land, that is when reality sets in

Tom Sawyer is a pure romantic, everything is wonderful.  He believes in Arabs and diamonds.

The river is the romance and the land is reality, 

Background on Mark Twain (Samuel Langhorne Clemens)

Got his name from a river boat term, the mark on a piece of rope or a pole that had a 12 feet marked on it.  It was called the mark twain.  

Was one of the first humorists.  

Tock 4.5 years to write it.  You can see him become frustrated in the story.  The moment is when the steamship crashes into the raft.
Considered the greatest American novel yet.

Reason #1 The first novel to really speak in the American tone.

Reason#2  Gave America the first and last great American hero. (he is not book smart, but extremely street smart) 

Reason#3 This novel captures an American theme. The desire to be an individual, while at the same time trying to fit in.

The basic idea of romanticism/ how does mark twain realist attack the romanticism.  
One of the thigs that builds major problems is that he has written himself into a corner.
Chapter 19: Romantic Interlude
With the Huck and Jim reuniting, and the king and the duke not yet arriving, Huck and Jim have some down time on the river.  They are so relaxed that they are playing in the river.  Huck explains that they watched the daylight come, without a sound as if the “whole world was sleeping.”  Huck also says that the songbirds were singing and just going at it.  This shows that Huck and Jim are peacefull between these two major events, and that the river it the romanticism and, because they are by themselves on the river, they fall into the trap of being a romantic.  They are also being romantic because of the

Chapter 31: The Turning Point…Huck goes to hell

The line between Huck of being racist and not has been controversial.  Up until now Huck has played mean nasty tricks on Jim and has always thought of him a black piece of property.  In this chapter Jim is sold to Aunt Sally and the Wilks’s.  Huck is still debating weather to save Jim.  Hw knows that Jim is a runaway slave and that would be illegal to help him get out, but he also has major feelings for Jim.  He is just now realizing that Jim is a human being.  He is willing to go to hell for Jim.  To condemn yourself to something like this is pretty hero like especially in this time period when racism was a big factor in the way o life.  All his life Huck was taught that black people are below white people and that they are only property, and they do not have feelings.  Huck finds out that Jim really has feelings when he learns that Jim misses his family.  Huck understands that Jim has the same feelings he does and that they are very similar in their ways.  This shows Huck that they are both human beings and it soesnt matter what the skin color is.
ESSAY: You will either be able to write about the novel though the archetypes…all of them!!!

You will not know which one.  Look at the entire book…

The hero’s journey…the depart is when he leaves the widows house…the initiation is when he is being beat up along the river, and he has to make decisions based on what is good.

Huck 
Huck is the main character in the story of Huckleberry Finn.  He is one of Tom’s friends and wants to join Tom’s band of robbers.  At the beginning of the story Huck lives with the widow and her sister Miss Watson.  They are trying to make him civilized and teach him how a nice boy is supposed to act.  His father comes to town and is trying to take Huck back from the widow and want Huck to come live with him.  He takes Huck away to a cabin and lives with him there.  Huck id beaten and treated poorly, so he decides he wants to leave.  He breaks out of the house when his father it gone and starts to travel down the Mississippi River.  He meets Jim on the way down river and they both band together to get away from their town.  I like Huck’s character because he is very street smart.  He also knows how to take care of himself out in the wild.  The ways that Huck knows how to do everything help him and Jim later on down the river.  I also do not like his character because he does not always make the right decisions, and does not use his brain that is packed with useful information enough in the story.  When we were in class we said that the river was romanticism and land was reality.  Huck brings this feature out because he thinks that they will float down the river to Cairo and live happily ever after.  When they are on land they realize that they cannot just do it that easy.  That is why Huck is both a romantic and a realist.  Huck is also a realist because he does not imagine things like Tom does.  He sticks to life and does not play games and imagine things.  Tom thinks that he is going to rob people because that is the way it was written in the book.  Huck knows that just because it was written in a book, that does not mean that it is real and that it could happen. Huck over all is more of a realist than Tom.

Tom
Tom is Huck’s best friend.  They do many things together.  Tom is Huck’s companion and help him make most of his decisions.  Tom is a romantic because he always imagines that things are perfect the way they are and everything will always work out.   At the End of the story, when Huck and he are trying to save Jim, he is acting stupid.  He is sent to Aunt Sally’s to tell them that Jim is free, but he instead decides that is would be more fun to actually have an adventure.  He does not realize that he is playing with a man’s life.  He just wants to have fun.   The whole purpose of Tom’s character is to foil Huck.  By having tom in the picture, Huck seems like the smart one.  Tom is so romantic that he has his head in a hole and doesn’t know what is really happening.  Tom is not a very likable character because of his idioticness (I don’t think that that is a word).  I don not like Tom because he has no feelings for anyone else.  He does not take life seriously and he thinks that it is all in the books.  He lives his life off fantasy books about Arabs and elephants and jewels and gold.  Tom makes up a band of robbers in the beginning of the story.  This character us really annoying during the story because he is so naive and does not care about other’s feelings.  Tom is Huck’s foil because he is always there being compared to Huck.  Tom is always doing the stupid thing to prove hoe lame romanticism is.  Tom is a romantic because he is constantly dreaming of ways to do things when you could do it the simple way.  At the end of the story when they are trying to free Jim Huck comes up with a simple and effective plan, but that is not good enough for Tom.  Tom makes some outrageous plan to free Jim that includes Jim coming out to help them dig a hole that Jim will escape from.  This is a stupid idea because Jim is already out of the hut.  Tom is also a very powerful character seeing as that he is the one person that makes the end of the story.   
Jim
Jim is one of the main characters in the story.  He is one of the characters that Huck trusts. At the beginning of the story, when Huck still lives with the widow, Jim is not a very big character.  As Huck runs away and Jim meets up with him the story starts to unfold.  At first Jim is made out to be the comic relief of the story, but as the reader gets deeper and deeper into the story they find otherwise.  Jim is a very sensitive man, but Huck doesn’t know that because of racism.  Huck thinks that Jim is just a piece of property and should be returned to Miss Watson’s place immediately.  On their way down the river, Huck and Jim become friends.  This is unusual to Jim because he is used to most white people treating him like he was a piece of property.  Huck doesn’t know the difference because all he was taught was that Jim IS a piece of property.  On the river Jim lets out his true feelings and works together with Huck to get to Cairo.  Unfortunately they miss Cairo, and end up at Tom’s Aunt’s house.  There Jim is sold to them by the king and the duke.  Huck and Tom have to come up with a plan to get Jim out of slavery.  When Tom makes up the outrageous plan to save Jim he is actually putting Jim’s life on the line.  He is endangering Jim just because he wants to have a little fun.  Jim does not know any better so he just “plays” along with Tom and Huck.  When Jim is finally out of the hut and all three of them start to run away and Tom is shot, Jim does not just keep going.  He stops to help him and ends up getting caught himself.  Because he helped Tom and did not keep running that shows how loyal and caring Jim is even to people that do not treat him the same way.  I like Jim’s character because he has a great way of thinking, and even though he is black and is not very well educated he still is street smart and knows what to do to survive.  He is one of the main reason’s Huck was able to survive on the river. 
King and Duke    K=King   D=Duke
The King and the Duke do not really enter the story until chapter 19.  When they do come into the story, they are tricking Jim and Huck into thinking that they are royalty.  The K and the D are con artists that take control of the raft and try to sell Jim to people.  They are taking advantage of Jim’s not so big IQ and of Huck childishness.  They are evil characters and deserve what they got.  When the K and the D got onto the raft that is when the reality came aboard it.  When Huck and Jim are alone they are engulfed with romanticism, but eh the K and the D are aboard everything goes haywire.  They are the reason that Huck has to go cleaning up all of their mess.  Everything that they mess up or sabotage Huck ends up fixing.  He helps the Wilks’ girls get their fortune back, and he attempts to get Jim out of slavery after they sold him back into it.  They are the id of the group.  They never worry about what will happen.  They just want to con people to get rich fast.  
Aunt Sally, Miss Watson, and The Widow
Aunt Sally, Miss Watson and the Widow are all the superegos.  They want Huck and his friends to be civilized.  They are all trying to tame Huck to be part of the church and all of the public affairs.  They almost resemble Tom because everything they do is based off how they are supposed to be done.  Everything has to be picture perfect for them.  The Widow and Miss Watson both are trying to teach Huck to become more civilized.  He lives with the both of them and always is being criticized for the way he does things.  Aunt Sally, Tom’s aunt, also tries to help Huck when he comes to her house.  Over all these are the tree main characters that have the superego as their personality.
