

My Expectations…

5 years- In five years I imagine my self at college, most likely San Diego State.  I will be moved out of my parents’ house and into the dorms.  I will hopefully have a job and be on a college cheer team.  I expect that I will be successful in completing high school, and graduate with a yellow/gold robe.

10 years- In ten years I expect to have a career in some type of thing.  I also expect to be happy and moved out of the house still.
25 years- I expect that I will be married…maybe divorced, but I will happy with my decision.  I will also have kids and hopefully be living a good life.

50 years- I expect to be almost retired, but not yet.  I want to take up photography as a hobby.

PIP—Pip is a young boy in the beginning of the book.  He grows up through out the novel.  He is optimistic to become a gentleman.  He goes to London to become one and has great adventures on the way.  He helps one of the convict, and meets many people on the way.  I like Pip’s character because he wants something in the story.  He has goals and wants to reach.  He is a dynamic character which makes him interesting.  I also do not like a certain side of him, which he expresses during the middle of the book, when he feels ashamed of Joe.  He thinks that he is better than he is, which can make the reader upset with him.  He is a dynamic character in a sense that he has changed dramatically during the book. He went from a commoner to a gentleman.  Pip used to be a nobody that was just a boy in a little town.  Then he met Estella and wanted to become a gentleman to impress her.  He wants a lady so bad that he will do anything.  He fights with Herbert Pocket just to get Estella to notice him.  He is also a dynamic character because he goes through an emotional change.  At the end of the book when he goes back and decides to marry Biddy, even though she is already married to Joe, he shows that he loves everyone, even those from a higher and lower social class.  Whereas at the beginning he only wanted to marry Estella.  Pip really goes through dramatic changes in the book.  He is a totally different character in the beginning than he is in the end.  
Joe—Joe is the town’s blacksmith.  He is the one that loves Pip and cares for him.  He has always been there for Pip and help nurse him back to care when he gets sick later in the book.  He also pays of Pip’s debts.  Joe marries Biddy after Mrs. Joe dies.  I love Joe’s character because he loves his life even though he is not the richest best looking man in town.  He is happy with what he has.  Unlike Pip he is happy as a commoner; he wants to learn how to read and write, but he does not care that he is of lower class than other people.  Joe is a baby in many ways.  He does not know how to read and write in the beginning of the story.  The description of him on the beginning also resembles a baby.  His hair is curls of flaxen, and his eyes are an undecided blue.  He has a sweet-temper, and he is easy going.  Joe also acts like a child when Mrs. Joe gangs up on him.  He always listens to her and is intimidated by her even though he is bigger and stronger than she is.
Mrs. Joe—Mrs. Joe is mean.  She is horrible to Pip and Joe and takes them for granted.  She threatens them with the tickler and makes them drink a horrible solution called tar water.  She is later attacked by Orlick, and passes away.  I strongly do not like Mrs. Joe because she is evil.  After Pip leaves to get o London Joe is stuck with her.  After all the work that Joe does for her, she still acts as if she is better than he is.  She complains that she is the only one in the house that does work, and goes around the neighborhood as if she is the only smart one in the house.  She tells people of how she raised Pip by hand and how she cared for him.  When all she really did was beat him.  Her appearance is awful.  She looks as if she washes herself with a nutmeg grater rather than soap.  She also wore a coarse apron over her figure.  She wore it as a strong reproach against Joe, just to make him not hug or give affection to her.
Biddy—Biddy is one of Pip’s friends at the beginning of the story.  She is a commoner, and goes to school with Pip.  She disappears in the middle of the story, but returns in the end.  I like Biddy because she seems like a nice person, and just moves on after Pip leaves her.  After Mrs. Joe is attacked, she moves into the house and cares for Mrs. Joe.  This shows that she is kind and nice.  Unlike Estella, she is nice to Pip and is not so complicated.  It is easy to tell how Biddy has changed because she “disappears” in the middle of the story, so the reader sees the before and after picture of Biddy.  Biddy is not a dynamic character because she does not change that much throughout the story.  But she is also not a static character because her and the way she lives changes when she goes to live with Joe and then decides to marry him.  Like Pip she too has changed her ways of living and whom she lives with and cares for.  
Pumblechook—Uncle Pumblechook is the person that first brings Pip to Ms. Havisham’s house.  He thinks and claims that it was he that led Pip to become a gentleman.  He goes through the beginning of the story and treats Pip as if he is dirt and then claims that he is the one who decided to send Pip to Ms. Havisham’s house and he is the one who sent him to London.  Even though it was not even Ms. Havisham who was the one that funded Pip’s trip to London.  I do not like Pumblechook’s character because he seems too arrogant and selfish to be a positive contributor to Pip and his great expectations.  
Ms. Havisham—Ms. Havisham is the one who had Pip come over to her house to play with Estella.  She was purposely trying to get Pip to fall in love with Estella, just so she can have Estella break Pip’s heart.  Ms. Havisham was left at the alter by the convict’s partner, Compeyson.  She is crazy and wants to raise Estella to break men’s hearts just as one man broke hers.  Everybody thinks that she is Pip’s secret benefactor.  She is not.  She is the person that raised Estella, which is Molly’s daughter, and Jaggers is the one who helped Ms. Havisham get custody of Estella.  I do not like Ms. Havisham because she seems like a weird awkward person to be around.  She seems unable to get along with because she is so crazy.  Everything that she does does not make sense.  When she makes Pip fall in love with Estella just to break his heart that was not something that a normal person would do.  She also is still in her wedding dress from the day that Compeyson left her at the alter, and she has the clocks set back and stopped at twenty till nine.
Estella—Estella is the daughter of Molly and the convict, which you do not learn until close to the end of the novel, and is adopted by Miss Havisham. She is trained by Miss Havisham not to be able to love, so when Pip falls in love with her she does not return the favor. She eventually marries Drummel even though she does not love him and has a miserable life. They split up though. Estella is a caricature because she is very exaggerated and adds a lot of static to the story. She remains the same stubborn, cold person throughout the novel. I do not like her because she has no emotions. Once you look past all of her stubborn and meanness you do not see anything else and you should be able to. Pip still has undying love for her though because of her remarkable beauty. She will always break his heart though. 

Herbert Pocket—Herbert Pocket is one of Pip’s friends that helps him while he is in London.  Pip first meets him at Ms. Havisham’s house.  Herbert is a kind person who helps Pip with everything in his life. He is a true friend. He is not rich like Pip, but he gets along fine and is in love with Clara. He helps Pip save the convict. He is a character because he changes a lot during the novel and is a major part. He is not over exaggerated he is just a nice guy.  I like Herbert because he certainly does not have everything in the world a person could have, yet he is happier than most people are.  He does not require material items to be happy.  He has his true friends, his love and his life.  He does not need anymore than that to be happy.  He is a true gentleman, because money does not matter to him, it is what makes him happy that counts.
The Convict—He is the person that is Pip’s secret benefactor.  He is the convict in the graveyard at the very beginning of the story that makes Pip go and get him food.  He is found out by officers who figure out that he had stolen items from Joe and Mrs. Joe’s house.  Instead if telling on Pip the convict just said that he had stolen it.  I like the convict’s character because he turns out to be a kind man.  He is Estella’s father.  He is nice because he helps Pip fulfill his great expectations, by becoming his secret benefactor.  The convict is a man that has two sides to him.  One side is mean and grueling because he is an escaped convict and he has taken the lives of many individuals including Compeyson at the end of the book.  But he is also a kind hearted man because he is the one that made it possible for Pip to become a gentleman.  Without him the book and Pip’s great expectations were not possible.  
Compeyson—Pip “meets” Compeyson early in the book in the graveyard, but then he goes away for a while until the last stage of Pips great expectations.  He is the man that left Ms. Havisham.  He is also the convict’s partner in crime.  Pip never really meets this character only hears and sees a lot about him.  In the beginning of the novel the convict tells Pip that if he does not do as he says that Compeyson will eat his liver. So, Pip is frightened of him for the rest of the novel. He later learns that Compeyson had turned against the convict and had acted like a gentleman so that he would not be put in jail too.  
Jaggers—Jaggers is a rough character on the outside, but kind on the inside. He is a defense attorney in London, and is put in charge by the convict of Pip’s Money until he becomes of age. He has two major habits that are washing his hands and biting his finger. His washing his hands signifies that he is washing away his sins. He has a servant at his house named Molly who he got off for killing a woman. He is also Miss Havisham’s lawyer. He is not a very good guy, but he is friendly enough toward Pip.  I like Jaggers as a person, but I do not like him as an Attorney because he breaks the law to many times.  I like him because he is nice to Pip and is actually a kind man to most people.  He just has to intimidate his opponent, so to most people he seems like a mean old grouch.   He is a character because he has a major part in this novel and he changes a lot during it. He is not a good guy but he does help Pip and Drummel.
Wemmick—Wemmick is a clerk that works with Jaggers who also becomes good friends with Pip.  He has two very different personalities.  His personality at work is mean and one-sided.  He is quiet and hardly says anything.  On the other hand, at home, he loves having company, and is very inviting and welcoming.  He has an “aged elder” at home which is really his father. His father can not talk, but Pip takes to both of them quickly. Wemmick also believes in “portable property”.  I like Wemmick’s character because he is real and down to earth.  He does not let his home life blend with his at work.   He is nice to Pip and becomes his good friend.

Molly—Molly is Jaggers made at home.  She works for Jaggers because he got her out of being sentenced for killing another woman.  She is also the mother of Estella.  Because of being saved by Jaggers she is very thankful, but is also afraid of Jaggers.  She feels that he is big and mean.  She is a very timid, quiet character.  She does not have a large roll in the book.  She only plays the mother of Estella and the maid of Jaggers.  She has no real purpose other than to link Estella and the Convict together. I have no opinion of Molly because at some points I like her and others I do not. She important though because she always reminds Pip of Estella.
Orlick—Orlick is a mean and lousy character.  He is the main cause of all the problems in the book.  He is the one that harmed Mrs. Joe, and tried to kill Pip.  He is part of Compeyson, and his plan to get rid of Magwich, the convict.  He is also the person that works at Joe’s forge.  He is the one who is sitting in the dark staircase when Pip comes down.  I do not like Orlick because he is mean person and has no heart.  He also has no good morals or obligations to keep, therefore he can do anything bad and vicious without feeling any sense of remorse.  In the end of the novel he attacks Pip but then Herbert comes to save him.

Drummel—Drummel is another boy who is being trained to be a gentleman by the Pockets and that Jaggers watches money for.  Jaggers takes to Drummel very quickly, but Wemmick advises Pip not to be friends with him. Drummel eventually marries Estella, even though she does not love him. They separate though. Drummel and Pip do not get along in the novel.   I do not like Drummel because he is very rude and mean. He is a caricature because he does not have a major role in the novel and stays the same throughout it. Drummel is not a nice person, but he is not out to get Pip personally. 
Jaggers Office:


“High backed chair…like a coffin”—imagery


“the skylight, eccentrically patched like a broken head…”—imagery


“the wall, …being greasy with shoulders…”—imagery


“two dreadful casts on a shelf…”—detail


“a sword in a scabbard…”—detail


“the most dismal place…”—diction


“twisted themselves to peep down at me…”—diction


“twitchy about the nose…”—imagery


“an old rusty pistol…”—detail


“lighted by a skylight only…”—detail

Detail


When describing Jaggers office, Dickens uses a lot of detail to let the readers know what all Pip is seeing. The part when Dickens explains “…and two dreadful casts on a shelf, of faces peculiarly swollen, and twitchy about the nose.”(127)  is a perfect example of a detail. He gives a little piece of information that will leave the reader wondering about. When he leaves them wondering about it, he keeps them hooked so that they keep reading. Another example of detail is when Dickens is explaining that the room is lighted by only a skylight. He says “Mr. Jaggers room was lighted by a skylight only, and was a most dismal place.” (127) He gives the reader some information to put them in Pip’s shoes. They are then able to see what Pip is seeing and are able to understand him better. Detail is a great way for an author to give information plain and clear to the reader.
Imagery


Imagery is when the author paints the picture in the readers mind about what is going on in the story.  An example of imagery is shown when Dickens is describing the skylight. “…the skylight, eccentrically patched like a broken head.” (127)  He uses his words to paint a picture that the skylight is old and has been repaired many times giving it a patched look. He says it is patched like a broken head letting you know that it has been broken but now it is fixed; also letting you know that the room is probably old and broken. Another example is Mr. Jaggers chair. “Mr. Jaggers own high-backed chair was oh deadly black horse-hair, with rows of brass nails round it, like a coffin.” (127) This example paints the picture of Mr. Jaggers chair being like death itself. He says that his chair looks like a coffin meaning the Mr. Jaggers is almost dead. His chair is waiting for him to die in it. Imagery is a powerful tool in writing and Dickens executes it perfectly.

Barnard’s Inn: Barnard’s Inn is not a very nice place. “the most dismal trees in it”(134) This is imagery. I paints a picture of the trees looking sad and droopy. “slowly collapsing into sawdust”(134) This is also imagery. When he says this you can just imagine the staircase almost falling in. You can see piles of sawdust at the bottom. This is great imagery.  “stewed ashes on its head”(134) This is also imagery. He just paints a picture in your mind so that you know exactly what it looks like. “glared at me from empty rooms”(134) This is an example of diction. He chooses words that you would not normally choose to write with and makes them work wonderfully.  “introductory passage”(134) This is a detail. He just gives you a little bit to let you know what it is, but still leaves you wondering
Money and its uses: In the novel, there are two main uses of money. They are to help yourself and to help others. Pip in the second part of the novel uses money to help himself and then in the third part finally realizes he needs to use it to help others. Pip wishes that he will somehow become a gentleman and suddenly a secret benefactor decides to give him money to do so. He takes the money and goes crazy with it. Buying what he wants and living in luxury. He forgets his old life and when Joe comes to visit is ashamed of him because he does not have the money like Pip. He continues to use the money to help himself until he learns who his secret benefactor is. When he learns that his secret benefactor is the convict that he helped when he was a young boy, he does not want to use the money anymore and finally relieves he needs to use money to help others not himself. He uses his money to help Herbert Pocket and the convict, whose real name is Magwich and called Provis. To help Herbert Pocket, Pip uses his money to help him start his own shipping company. He uses his money to help Provis escape the law. Pip helps Provis because Provis had given him all of his money to become a gentleman in the first place. This is another example of someone using their money to help others. The convict who we met in the beginning of the novel and you don’t hear anything about for a long time, suddenly becomes Pip’s secret benefactor. He uses all of the money that he had earned to repay Pip for helping him in the marshes that one night. He decides to make him a gentleman. He could have just used the money himself like Pip would have, but instead he helps someone else. This is the convict’s best way to make up for his sins that he knows. Money has some very powerful uses and it can be used for either good or bad. Using it for yourself is not the best use of money, but it is a use. Using money for others is a very good use of money.

Penance—Penance is the idea of making up for your sins. Many people in this novel have penance. Some examples are Pip, Estella, and Miss Havisham. Pip shows penance when he tries to repair his friendship with Joe and by not using anymore of the convict’s money. His sins are breaking his friendship with Joe and being greedy with money. To pay his penance he feels he has to fix his friendship and not using anymore of the convict’s money. Estella’s sin was not loving Pip and not being able to have any emotions. To pay her penance for this she leads a life of loneliness and not being married to a man she loves. She is never able to actually live her life. Miss Havisham’s sins are teaching Estella not to love at all and not living her life to the fullest. She repays this by helping Pip help Herbert. The person who sinned the most though was Pip. Pip pays for penance when he says that he could never never never undo what he did, which means that he feels really bad for what he did to Joe and Biddy, two of his closest friends.  He felt so bad for what he had done to the people that had cared and friended him his whole life.  He was paying for how and what he made them feel.   
Hero’s Journey—Pip’s hero’s journey is when he leaves gets initiated and returns and puts his knowledge to the test.  When he leaves is obviously when he departs to go to London to become a gentleman.  He leaves his old childhood behind.  His old life being a commoner is left there.  While he is in London he learns a lot about how to live in the real world.  He learns how to find true love, by Herbert and Clara, and also finds out, perhaps the most important thing, that you do not need to be a high social class member and have a lot of money to be happy and find love in life.  When he returns with his knowledge he realizes that he should have never left Joe and Biddy the way that he did.  He applies the knowledge by noticing that he hurt the people that matter the most to him.  Pip is beat up mentally, but never physically. He is beat up inside when he realizes that he had lost Joe and Biddy’s friendship. He realizes this when Joe comes out to visit him and he is ashamed of him. Pip used to be best friends with Joe and now he is looking down on him just because he is a blacksmith. At one point in his life Pip is excited to be come this, but now he thinks it is lowly. He had lost his friendship because he had forgotten about them and just focused on helping himself to anything he wanted. This also where he learns everything he needs to know. While being beaten up he learns the best way to live. He says that he has also, but he believes he will never be able to repair the friendship he broke. The third part of the Hero’s Journey is the return. Pip’s return is when he decides that he needs to go back and repair his friendship and actually does. He decides that he is going to marry Biddy, but she has already married Joe. When Pip falls ill and Joe nurses him back to health, this is also part of his return. Pip comes back and applies the knowledge he learned here. He learned that simplicity is a better way of life, so he went to back to his old ways. Pip is the perfect hero. 

Archetypal Adam—In the archetypal Adam there are three parts; the Edenic place, the loss of innocence through the gaining of knowledge, and the concept of what is lost and gained. This book is a perfect example of this. The Edenic place is the forge with Joe before he goes to Miss Havisham’s for the first time. Here Pip is full of innocence and does not have a care in the world. Nothing can bother him because he loves Joe like a brother. They are best friends and nothing bad can happen when they are together. Then Pip loses his innocence and gains knowledge when he goes to Miss Havisham’s because he learns about money, heartbreak, and love. He learns what life is like when you are rich and wants it. Pip learns about heartbreak when he sees Miss Havisham and how she stopped all life in her own house. He learns about love when he meets Estella. She astounds him and he falls into love with her right away. This also teaches him heartbreak because she never loves him back and he wants her to. He also learns that money has bad powers when he goes to London to live and totally forgets his old life. The third part, the concept of what is lost and what is gained, is the easiest. Pip learns that he loses his friendship with Joe and Biddy and that he learns about what money can do to people. Pip loses his friendship with Joe and Biddy because he leaves them on bad terms and never goes back to fix it. Then when Joe comes to visit Pip in London, Pip is very rude to Joe and embarrassed of him. Pip never goes back to visit Joe and Biddy like he tells him that he will, in fact, he forgets about them. He learns about the evils of money because he sees what the money does to him. He used to be fine with the life of a blacksmith with Joe as his best friend, but once he has money, he is ashamed of Joe and would never want to be a blacksmith. He finally learns what life is about.

