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Section 1

A world of Progress and Reason
1) The enlightenment grew out of the scientific revolution of the 15 and 16 hundreds.

2) Scientific success created great confidence in the power of reason.

3) The idea of nature laws arose in this era too, because they thought that if they could find laws about physical science then why not about human nature.

Two Views of the Social Contract

1) The two English thinkers, Thomas Hobbes and John Locke, set out two ideas that set the standard for the next century.
2) Hobbes argued that people were naturally greedy and cruel.

3) John Locke was a little more conservative and argued that people had natural rights or rights that belonged to every person.

Montesquieu’s Spirit of the Laws

1) He studied governments of Europe all the way from Italy to England.

2) He believed that government should be divided up to spread the power.

3) He felt that each branch could use their power as checks and balances against each other.

The World of Philosophies

1) In France a group of thinkers got together and applied methods of science to better understand and improve society.

2) The most famous philosophe is Francois-Marie Arout, who took the name Voltaire.

3) In the Encyclapedias the philosophers denounced slavery.
Rousseau: A Controversial Figure

1) He was the most controversial philosopher in these times.
2) He believed that people in their natural state were good.  He said that this natural innocence was corrupted by the evils of society.

3) He put his faith in the general will or conscious of the people.

Limited “Natural Rights” for Women

1) The Enlightenment slogan, “free and equal” did not apply to women.

2) The women did not have the natural rights that the men and the philosophers were explaining.

3) By the mid 1700’s women were beginning to question the fact that they were inferior to men.

New Economic Thinking 

1) The Laissez Faire was a policy allowing businesses to operate with little or no interference from the government.

2) Adam smith argued that the free market should be allowed to operate and run business.

3) The free market is the natural forces of supply and demand.

Section 2

The Challenge of New Ideas

1) These enlightenment ideas spread quickly through the different levels of society.
2) As more the enlightenment ideas spread people began to question more of the old ways.

3) The government could not afford a revolt, so they began censorship, which included burning the books that taught the new ideas.

Salons

1) Salons are informal social gatherings at which writers, artists, philosophers, and others exchanged ideas.

2) New literature, arts, science, and philosophy were all common subjects of discussion in these meetings.

3) By the 1700’s some middle-class women began to have these meetings as well.

The Salon in the Rue Saint Honore

1) This meeting attracted the leading artists and thinkers of this time.
2) Madame Geoffrin was the leading Saloniere. 

3) People like Madame Geoffrin were not well educated themselves, so they set up these salons to learn from the educated men that attended, but they were not intimidated by these such men.
Enlightened Depots

1) These are absolute rulers who use their powers to bring about political and social change.
2) Fredrick the Great was the king of Prussia from 1740-1786.  He had extremely tight control over his subjects.

3) Many of the “great” leaders are part of the enlightenment depots that are absolute.

The Arts and Literature

1) The courtly art was the art that was created by the rich people of the time.

2) As this hobby became big, the middle-class also had their own form of art

3) In about the 1700’s literature developed into new forms including novels and large works.

Lives of the Majority

1) Peasant life varied across the east and west of Europe.

2) Despite the changes of culture, many of the peasants still had to provide free labor and work on the roads.
3) By the 1700’s radical ideas about equality and social justice had become a part of a peasants dream.

Section 3

Global Expansion

1) England’s location was excellent for trade and expansion during the Renaissance. 

2) Britain was generally on the wining side of European conflicts.

3) Unlike European rivals, Britain did not have a large land standing army.
Growth of Constitutional Government

1) Two political parties emerged in the late 1600’s, the Tories and the Whigs.

2) The Tories were conservative and wanted to preserve the old traditions of the ways.

3) The Whigs wanted more of the liberal policies and ideas of the Glorious Revolution.

Politics and Society

1) In the elite ruling only the highest nobles held seats in the House of Lords.
2) The lives of most of the public differed greatly from the lords and nobles.

3) This made it hard for the leaders to make decisions that positively effected the majority of the population.

 George III Reasserts Royal Power

1) He was born in England and started a 60-year reign.
2) He wanted to find control of the government by creating seats in parliament for the kings friends.

3) His credit became phony because Britain lost its American colonies under his rule.

The 13 English Colonies

1) By 1750 there was a whole section of 13 prosperous colonies.

2) The colonies were home to many religious and ethnic groups.

3) The different ways of life varied among the colonies all the way from the New England colonies against slavery, to the southern colonies that promoted it.
Growing Discontent

1) The Seven Years’ War, or the French and Indian War had taken all the life out of the British treasury.

2) The Colonies felt that they had no representation and the strain against Britain grew fierce.

3) The declaration claimed that the people had rights to abolish or get rid of unjust or unequal governments.

The American Revolution

1) The Revolution started when the declaration was written and many people grew unhappy with the British government.

2) The colonies acquired the French alliance which helped them greatly.

3) The treaty of Paris ended the war.

A New Constitution

1) This just brought together all the enlightenment ideas.

2) The constitution limited freedom fairly and equally.

3) It had a great impact on the world for creating a functioning liberal government.

