Animal Farm/ 1984 Journal

He moved to Paris to study the political economy of France and the French Revolution.  His work inspired many of the communist groups in the twentieth century.      
“History is written by the victors.”—This quote is false because every country has its own history weather or not they lost.  Some countries might have a different story than others, but they all have history.  Also, their story could differ based on perspective.  One country might say that they were using force because it was necessary while the other country could say that they used force because they didn’t like the other people.

“Happy is the country with no history.”—This quote is also false because countries can be proud of their history.   

Reaction to paragraph- This is not normal, but most people live with enough space for everyone.  This family is probably poor and cannot afford things like clothing or even enough space for everyone to live.  They are probably crowded and do not fit in.  The children probably do not have many friends at school, especially the 13-year old, because they cannot take any friends home to spend the night.  They are embarrassed of the way they live.

Karl Marx-he came up with the idea of communist.  

All people working together to achieve success for all people.  

Capitalism is all individual for himself.
Communism works on paper, but not on real countries

Proletariat- in a capitalist society you have the proletariat, called the prowls.  They are the really poor working class.

Bourgeoisie- the owners of the means of production (they own the factories, and anything that produced) 

“The rich get richer and the poor get poorer”

Always a separation- management always takes parts of the profits, so when you benefit so do they.
Always have the rich and poor.

Marx steps in with communism.

He said that there had to be a violent revolt to start it off.

1. prowls have to take hold of the means of production

2. everybody’s means of production now

3. now profit is distributed evenly for everyone

4. people start slacking off because they know that they get paid anyways

Totalitarian- form of government(takes total control, forced communism, through a totalitarian government)

“you are going to work hard whether you like it or not”

Once you get a leadership, it is no longer communist
Dictators come into state and eventually not be needed.

Thought that the dictator would step down after not needed

People would start slacking off again because no one tells them what to do

You could never get rid of the totalitarian state because the dictator will never leave

It is stuck in the endless cycle of trying to become communist

The theorist for communist

The Russian revolution comes and many of the people get out because of their riches
The people in the book

Old Major=Karl Marx

Boxer=true believers

The cat=the lazy workers
Benjamin (the donkey) =pragmatic (practical) people
Molly (the raven) = she likes ribbons and sugar (she is the bourgeois that leave)

Farmer Whymper=the capitalists (countries that took advantages against Russia when no one else wants to have anything to do with the place)

Farmer Jones= the Czar Nicholas because the Czar did not rule Russia and was asked to advocate the thrown, he did not understand what life was like for the outside world: Jones didn’t know how the animals live either/battle @ cow shed is when the actual revolution takes place.

Old Major (they merge both of old major’s counterparts)=Lenin is the KEY player in the Russian revolution. (Vladimir Lenin) he belonged to the Bolsheviks.

The pigs = the Bolsheviks/The progressive revolutionary party that ushers in communism.

Snowball = Leon Trotsky-he was the next logical successor of Lenin: he is Lenin’s unofficial right hand.  He was an idea man, he was always writing stuff and giving speeches.  The problem was, he was not a man of action.  He never did anything he spoke.
(Stalin takes the opportunity of Lenin’s stroke and takes power over Russia instead of Trotsky)

  In Russia Trotsky becomes Lenin’s scapegoat.  
Trotsky is ran out of Russia and is tracked down by the Cheka  

Napoleon= Joseph Stalin—he clearly blew away Hitler with the number of people they killed.  He was a lot more scary then Hitler.  He had more time and place to create a monster.  He was marked by tremendous cruelty.  “The Cult of Personality” means the leader of any institution becomes “God”.  Stalin began to become a god-like figure.  Hitler did the exact same thing.  Because gods will cannot be questioned, therefore the person or leader is ALWAYS right.  

Squealer=The propaganda creators…Propaganda plays a huge role in this.  They changed history, to present Stalin as a God. 

He had a team working for him, to make him look good always.  He never looked bad or did bad things.  It is controlled by his workers.  Creates mindless believers in the government.

The sheep were the believers that never seemed to know what the truth was and what it wasn’t. 

Karl Marx called religion the “Opiate of the masses” believed it was a “drug” or stuff to make you feel better.  People only needed it to make them to feel better.

Moses (the Raven)=He is the one that teaches the animals about the afterlife, or religion.  They wiped out the religion when Lenin and Stalin created it.  Stalin wiped it out because if he were to become God then there could not be another one.

Religion often teachers that the life we are living now id temporary/ it is the after life that we are going to achieve.  In the end, when life is miserable, all the animals listen to him.

The dogs=the secret police.  People disappear.  The Cheka just come and take away the people and play as if they never were alive/ the immediate cease of these people being killed.  They are never seen, just show up when they are needed and then leave again. 

The Windmill (built many times until is works)=Stalin’s five year plans—used to make a higher increase in production.  Stalin wanted five good years to catch up with everyone else, to make Russia a good place to live. 
Russia profited major over these five year plans.  The problem was that life was never improved for the people.  It made Russia as a country profitable, but definitely not the people.

The some of the animals are stepping forward and admits to helping snowball =(Stalin’s Purges) these are periods of time when Stalin killed many citizens and people that were even suspected of heresy.  There were open trials and tortured people to tell or admit to doing something, so people confessed just to keep their family safe.  This got rid of anybody who Stalin saw as a threat and people started turning in their loved ones who were even suspected of this.
The Chickens(they would purposely break their eggs so no one could use it)=the Ukrainians, a very large section of Russia, are told that they are being taken over and have to turn everything over to the government.  As a rebel, they burned their farms and slaughtered their livestock, so the government could not have it.  These people were punished for doing this.

Farmer Pilkington and Farmer Fredrick-Fredrick abused and over worked his animals.  He is always fighting someone and he is the one who sells the firewood for the animals and then pays them with fake money.  Pilkington is England.  This one is the farmer that is sitting down doing nothing while the world is being divided=the neighbors of Russia like Germany(Fred) and Fredrick abused and over worked his animals.  
Research Groups--information

The Bolshevik Party

Section written by Mandi Pierick

Source: http://www.marxists.org/subject/bolsheviks/index.html 


The Bolshevik party was the Social-Democratic Worker’s Party in Russia that consisted of 21 members and 10 candidate members. They were led by Lenin and seized power of all of Russia. Originated in 1903, members insisted new members must be professional revolutionaries only.

The Cheka

Section written by Mandi Pierick

Source: http://www.encyclopedia.com/doc/1O142-Cheka.html 


The Cheka, also known as vacheka, were the Soviet Union’s secret police. The purpose of the Cheka was to find all anti-Bolsheviks, and punish them. They were very brutal in their ways.

Leon Trotsky

Section written by Mandi Pierick

Source: http://www.trotsky.net/

Leon Trotsky was most commonly known for organizing the Red Army in the Russian Revolution. Originally from South Ukraine with the name of Lev Davidovich Bronstein, he was first attracted to Marxism in late 1896. After being arrested many times, he was exiled to Siberia where he escaped gaining his name Leon Trotsky. Trotsky was arrested in the last meeting of the St. Petersburg soviet in Russia, and sent to prison. In prison, Trotsky decided Russia needed a proletarian Revolution. Under Lenin, Trotsky became the people’s commission for foreign affairs. Enmity grew between Trotsky and Stalin. When Trotsky died, power was passed on to Lenin, Lev Kamenev, and Grigori Zinoviev.
The Russian Revolution

Section written by Sarah Gibson

Source: http://www.emayzine.com/lectures/russianrev.html
The Russian Revolution usually refers to the two fights for a new government in the year of 1917. The first of these fights was presented to the Provisional Government as a revolt by the people in February. This fight was successful in overthrowing the monarchy. Next came the more famous revolution of October 1917. The Bolshevik Party led this with an armed revolt involving military power. This led to many changes in politics and all other aspects of life, including economy and social relations.

Russian Orthodox Church during Stalin’s time

Section written by Sarah Gibson

Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Orthodox_Church#Eastern_Orthodox_Church_under_Communist_rule
Once Communism took over Russia, they intended to spread it throughout the world. They said they were tolerant of all religions, but in fact they promoted atheism and prohibited all else. They installed atheism teachings into schools and started attacking religious leaders of churches, especially focusing on the Russian Orthodox Church. Their follower suffered much from torture to labor camps and soon it was all but shut down. During World War II though, Stalin reestablished it to raise moral value, and the numbers of the church rose again. Khrushchev then came and took up the battle against it and the numbers dropped again and it was almost wiped out, all its property now belonging to the state.

Josef Stalin

Section written by Sarah Gibson

Source: http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/cold.war/kbank/profiles/stalin/
Stalin was born with the name losif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili and changed his name to Joseph Stalin which means “Man of Steel.” He rose up in power in Russia by eliminating all potential rivals. He wanted to speed up the process of turning the U.S.S.R. into a socialist nation, and so he installed collectivization and industrialization, and these in turn killed up to 1.4 million farmers. Then he “purged” the party of many of the people that helped him to power, near to 1.2 party members, and then he also got rid of a lot of the military leadership. When WWII hit, they were unprepared and so he made a treaty with Hitler. Eventually Hitler invaded and Stalin took control of the army and fought, and divided the new world with the U.S. and Britain. In 1945 he tried to extend Russia power to Asia, possibly creating nice buffer land. Installed Stalinism into Eastern Europe and hoped that one day socialism would dominate both the US and Britain. Tried to gain land in Germany, and got a portion of it. He agreed with Kim II Sung to attack South Korea. He dies naturally at age 73, but continues to influence Russia today.
Karl Marx and his philosophies

Section written by Mariah Young
Source: www.philosophypages.com/ph/marx.htm
Karl Marx is the founder of communism.  He had the idea that when everyone was equal and worked together, then everything would be so much better and not need any type of leader.  His ideas worked when they were discussed, but not when they were put into action.  His idea of communism is not the way that it actually turned out.  He did not realize that there had to be motivation to work hard. He just assumed that people could work freely without being run with authority. 
Czar Nicholas II

Section written by Mariah Young
Source: http://www.worldwar1.com/biorczar.htm
Czar Nicholas II was born on May 16, 1868, and died July 16, 1918.  He was smart and well educated, and was at the top of his class being one of the most educated monarchs of his time.  Growing up, his family was guarded by the secret police meaning that he was never exposed to the outside world.  This is a mistake that can be seen later because all of the decisions that are made by him while he is in power are narrow-minded because he has no appreciation or knowledge of how people in the outside world actually live. 

Stalin’s Five-year plans

Section written by Mariah Young
Source: http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/Stalin.htm
Stalin created these five-year plans in order to bring all industry under state control.  He made targets that each factory had to make. Although they were unrealistic, they kept increasing.  Stalin had a total of 3 five-year plans, but the third was interrupted by the war at hand.
Vladimir Lenin

Section written by Katie Rottenberg

Source: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/lenin_vladimir.shtml
Vladimir Ilich Ulyanov, known under his pseudonym as Lenin, was a revolutionary thinker of the 20th century. He was also a great political leader in charge of leading a party. The Bolshevik party was able to take-over power in Russia around 1917 because of the intelligence and leadership of Lenin. In addition to this, Lenin was the first head of the Soviet state. While Lenin was in power he established the New Economic Policy which still allowed a measure of private enterprise. This policy stayed a few years after his death in 1924 from a stroke that never fully recovered. 

Propaganda during Stalin’s time

Section written by Katie Rottenberg

Source: http://web.utk.edu/~glenn/SociologicalProp.html
Propaganda during Stalin’s time was employed by the government and party with a view to change the behavior of the public. The desired goals are precise and distinguished. Stalin’s propaganda was to the point and was only something that would make himself look good. If something made his reputation suffer he would make it disappear right away.  

Stalin’s “Purges”

Section written by Katie Rottenberg

Source: http://www.russiansabroad.com/russian_history_63.html
Stalin’s “Purges” first started in 1934 when a political leader named Sergey Kirov was killed. No one really knew who committed the crime; however, many suspected that it was Stalin seeing as how Kirov was a potential opponent. Soon after all of this, local leaders that could threaten Stalin’s power were also killed. Show trials were then held where the people would confess to improbable crimes. In addition, common citizens were captured by the Secret Police because they had spurious accusations against them. These purges or The Great Terror ended in 1938 with many Soviet leaders, officials, and citizens dead or in jail. 



War is Peace- War is peace in a way that you are fighting in a war to gain peace.  Without was, there would be no peace.  With fighting wars people become more united and stop worrying about the issues that are internal and there becomes this internal peace that wont be disrupted because of the war that is going on externally.  
Freedom is Slavery- You do not have to think or worry about thinking because the gov’t does it for you.  By being enslaved by the government and having all the decisions being made for you, you get to be free of worrying what to do.
Ignorance is Strength- If you do not know what is going on behind the scenes in the government then the government is still powerful.  When people do not know what is going on because there is no knowledge to see what is really going on.  If you don’t know any better than you are strong.
Post-Modern Theory-

Asks: “What is real?”  ---is anything real?

How many of our thoughts are our own?

This is not a Post-Modern novel, but is poses the post-modern question

This comes out about right when Orwell was writing the novel.

The television brought this about.

With the television, how do we know what we see is real?

Before the television, you actually had to see something without actually being there?
Literary Response: O’Brian’s room—there are many luxuries that O’Brian has that Winston in the Victory Mansions does not.  O’Brian even has a servant.  O’Brian’s place had nice carpet that is compared to velvet, but all the victory mansions had was old rug mats that smelled of rotten boiled cabbage.  Even O’Brian’s telescreen was turned down as if he had the power to control it without being in trouble, which we later find out that O’Brian is a member of the thought police, so he was aloud to turn the telescreen down while Winston was in the house.  In the conversation O’Brian asks questions that do not seem very peculiar at first, but when we later find out that he is working for the thought police the questions become very revealing.  Presently reading the passage you seem to think that O’Brien and Winston are just trying to get their ideas together and that they both agree and are a part of the brotherhood.  But looking back on the questions that O’Brian asks during their conversation, it would seem that O’Brian is just trying to get enough information out of Winston so that he can convict him of though crime.  When we first know that O’Brian has turned off the telescreen we think that they are going to get in trouble because the thought police will know that they are doing something that they are not supposed to be doing.  It does raise a little red flag that O’Brian is able to turn off the telescreen and not be able to be in trouble, but Winston want to be a part of the brotherhood so bad that he just thinks that O’Brian does it all the time and believes everything he says.  But O’Brian lets Winston come out with it all on his own.  He tells Winston to start off the conversation, and basically lets him turn himself in.  O’Brien is an extremely smart person considering that he had to put this all together and keep his identity safe from the outside world.
Big Brother—Big Brother is the antagonist of the story.  He is always the person that is in the way of Winston thinking and doing what he wants.  Even though we never meet him in the book he is one of the main characters that we know very much about.  He is the ruler of Oceania and a dictator.  At the beginning of the story we find out that he has posters of himself all over Oceania to create a message to people that he is always watching.  I do not like this character because he has no mercy.  He kills people for doing their job, and does not even go easy if they are telling the truth.  He is to fearsome of people finding out all the bad things that he does, so as soon as someone get to smart of knows too much then the police get rid of them as of they are just another thing that need to be thrown away.  We talked about how Big Brother was a comparison to Stalin and the way that the book plays out Big Brother, then end up to be almost identical.

Goldstein—Goldstein is the country’s enemy that at first was the man that helped start the revolution and was part of the party, but then he was going to be the leader and Big Brother told the country that Goldstein was their enemy because he had plans to take over the country.  Just by means of propaganda Big Brother was able to take down Goldstein.  I like Goldstein’s character because he was not afraid to think his own thoughts, and he even made a book expressing his idea’s and how the country should be run.  He is the ideal ruler of a country, and should have been the ruler of Oceania.
O’Brien—O’Brien is the character that gets Winston in trouble for being a part of the Brotherhood.  He is very smart because he finds out a way to get Winston to confess without making he seem suspicious.  He works for the though police, but as a reader we do not know that in the beginning.  He lures Winston into a trap and then tortures him until he cannot take it any longer.  I do not like his character because he is not nice.  He gains someone’s trust and then just crushes it like a piece of paper, and that is not cool for me.  I would much rather be caught by someone who was chasing me than someone who was disguised as my friend but then turned out to be the person that would turn me in.       

Winston-Winston is the main character in the book 1984.  He is the protagonist that is trying to lead the rebellion or revolution against the party and its members.  At the beginning of the story he is just another average guy in Oceania, but then as he starts realizing that he is committing thought crime he becomes more and more against Big Brother and the party and wants to join the Brotherhood.  He meets Julia, who becomes his lover and shares almost the same ideas as him about the party.  He also becomes friends with O’Brien.  He works in the ministry if truth and he creates new history by correcting the old stuff.  I love Winston’s character because he is not afraid to go and think in his own.  He knows and realizes what the party is doing to people and how they are being brainwashed to think that stuff is true even though it is obviously not.  When Winston writes that 2 + 2 = 5 the reader becomes aware that he has given up on any hope of defeating the party and if you cannot beat it, then you have to join it.  When he first starts to write in his journal he is writing about his true feelings and how he dislikes the party and they way that they handle things.  We talked about how Winston likes to control what is on his mind and how he thinks.  The party has control over this, but when he starts writing in his journal, he confesses that he has committed though crime, but he does not mean to it just comes into his head.  This is when he was able to think on his own, but ever since the party got a hold of him he now believes that two plus two equals five and that Big Brother is someone that love him, so he of course loves Bog Brother back.  At the end of the story when he says that he actually won the victory over himself and he loves Big Brother, he is saying that this whole time the only war that he was fighting was the one against himself knowing what he should be doing and what he is doing.  So he had been defeated, but also victories and he loved Big Brother because Big Brother had defeated him.  Also Winston is not a tragic heroin my opinion because even though he has been defeated, he still is living and has a good life that he can choose to live.  He can live like everyone else and live a normal life and not have anything wrong.
Julia—Julia is the character in the story that is Winton’s lover.  She is the one that finds Winston and work and suggests that the two meet later.  She is part of the junior anti-sex league to throw the party off; because it turns out that she is incredibly obsessed with sex.  She gets all the attention by attracting guys and having sex with them.  She values living in the moment and being able to catch the eye of mean in a single second with her good looks.  Throughout the whole story Julia is finding ways to gain pleasure without getting caught by the police.  Julia works at Winston’s office, and at first Winston suspects her of being a member of the thought police, and not of O’Brien.  She is one of the characters that gets Winston in trouble because she wants to have him, but it is against the rules.  We know as a reader that Julia just wanted to have sex with Winston and did not really love him, because she was bored at everything that he was excited about and she only wanted him when he could have sex with her.  She was not even afraid to betray him when it came to torture.  She gave his name up so fast that it seemed like she did not even want to love him; that she was just using him for making love.  She ruins her body after they get out of jail because she becomes fat and ugly and is no longer to catch the eye of men with her looks because they are gone.  This is what she looses and values most.  It is the only way to find pleasure in her miserable life. 
Government—they government that is created in 1984 is made to seem indestructible.  They have no mercy and are lead by one leader, Big Brother.  This governemtent is created to make Oceania seem powerfull.  It is like a capitalists nightmare; a communist powerhouse.

Economics—In this book they country Oceania makes most of its money and profit off trading and of course the people that work inside the country as well.

Religion—there is not religion on Oceania because religion could get in the way of the party ruling over everyone.  So what they party does is create the ruler to seem like a god figure and then their enemy Goldstein is the devil.  Without religion people have nothing to follow or guide them, therefore they must follow their leader and no one else.

Law—there are very strict laws in Oceania.  If they want to keep people from finding out about how the party is a big lie then they have to create strict laws that allow the people to not even think for them.  The law in Oceania is built around the Inner Party members and for their benefit.  There is a very strict law to keep the people in their place, and laws that cannot even be measure like though crime.  How would one know if another is committing thought crime if everything takes place in the mind?
Classes—in this society of Oceania there are classes just like in regular society.  They have three class levels, except all of them are treated unfairly except that of which blah in charge.  

Inner party-this is the class that can make all the rules.  They can live in luxury while the other citizens are living in poverty.  O’Brian and any other member of the thought police are a part of this class.  This is the highest one and has the most freebies.  
Outer party-this is the class that almost all of the citizens are a part of.  Winston is in this class.  It is considered the middle class.  This is the area that gets brainwashed into thinking that the inner party and Big Brother are like holy figures and that Oceania is the perfect place to live and that there is no need to go anywhere else.  

Proles-these are like the homeless people of Oceania.  They are the people that are poor and do not have food or proper clothing.  It is these people who sell the items that are not aloud to be sole and the proles are the people who Winston buys the diary and the paper weight from.

Media-Technology—George Orwell had a pretty accurate idea of how technology was going to work in 1984.  To make the telescreen believable is had to work as if it was real.  He did not make it seem like it was impossible to do.  He does an excellent job at making all the technology in Oceania seem real and possible to work with.  The telescreen is my favorite, because the television that we know today can only be watched by the world, but could you imagine if it could be watching the world instead of being watched by the world.  The technology and Media used in 1984 contribute to the success of the book’s ability to seem like reality.  
