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10.1/question 2 Trace the development of western political ideas of the rule of the law, and illegitimacy of tyranny, using selections of Plato’s Republic and Aristotle’s Poetics.

The five important principals that were used in Roman law are very similar to the laws that Americans know today.  Plato, as expressed in his book, The Republic, feels that the state should regulate every aspect of its citizens.  He felt that it should not be divided based on gender, but that it should be divided based on class.  He came up with a three class system including workers, soldiers and philosophers.  The philosophers would be the ones that would rule the state.  They were part of the “elite” class.  Aristotle, one of Plato’s most famous students, also believed that democracy was not the best choice for Greece.  He questioned the way people were to live their lives and how they conducted themselves.  Fifteen hundred years later when Europe was just starting to evolve and create universities and colleges, most of the courses were based off Aristotle’s work.  The rules of law that Aristotle came up with, deeply reflect the way that America and the western world think today.  About the politics and the way laws should be carried out.  The first of the five rules that Aristotle came up with was people of the same status are equal before the law.  This means that the law pardons no one and that everyone is equally responsible to abide by the law.  In America this is as if the law that say that no one shall be pardon or condoned based on the ethnicity or gender of the citizen being put on trial.  The second rule, an accused person is presumed innocent until further proven guilty, which means that they are not guilty until pronounced.  Meaning that they still are tremendously innocent until they are proven guilty.  The third rule, the accused should be able to face his or her accuser and defend against the charge, is also another rule that has a frightening similarity to that of one in America.  The third rule says that a person has the right to defend his or herself against their accuser.  They have the right to prove that they are innocent and that the person that they are facing is lying about the truth.  In America the law that say, any man or woman on trial has the right to and attorney and the right to fight back and request hearings about their trial.  The fourth rule, Guilt must be established “clearer than daylight” through evidence, means that the evidence has to be clear and precise in accusing the person.  It has to be specific evidence related to that person and incriminate them and them only.   The law that resembles this one in modern world is the one that states that the incriminating evidence must be specific to the targeted suspect and that person only.  Meaning that the evidence cannot be pointed at anyone, but only one person.  The evidence has to be able to only incriminate one person, and should not be able to be pointed at another.  This would be called reasonable doubt in American law terms.  And the last rule decisions should be based on fairness, allowing judges to interpret the law, means that a judge cannot make a decision bases on hatred or criticism. In America this law would be interpreted as the way that we have the Supreme Court and all the county courts below it to regulate the hearing and trials and the way that the judiciary branch is ran.  Aristotle’s politics have a lot to do with these rules and the way they should be treated.  He is the father of not only politics, but also of poetics.  This gave him an idea of what not only real life should be like, but also of how dramatic and ironic life is like.  In Plato’s Republic, he gives specific examples on how the laws and rules or the city-states should be because he knew how they worked. 

