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10.1 Students relate the moral and ethic principals in ancient Greek and Roman philosophy, in Judaism, and Christianity to develop the western political thought.
In a Judeo-Christian world everyone is equal.  There is no man that is better, smarter, or more powerful than any other is.  In a Greco-Roman world, their views can be different at times and similar in other parts.  Greco-Romans value the law as do Judeo-Christians, but it is how they value the law that they differ in this category.  The Greco-Romans believe that it is the white male that has the power to make the decisions and is the only one that should be allowed to vote.  Where as in a Judeo-Christian world it is men and women that get to vote and have a voice in the government and the decisions of the country.  Judeo-Christians also believe in only one god, which means that they are monotheistic.  On the contrary Greco-Romans believe that there is more than one god, therefore they are called polytheistic.  In the Greco-Roman world, the city-state comes before the individual.  Meaning that it was more important to have the state is wealthy and powerful before the individual was.  And in the Judeo-Christian world it is more important for the individual to be wealthy and powerful.  People here are more likely to strive for greatness in them, plus it is said that everyone is the Judeo-Christian world is important and everyone has something to contribute to the government or country, where as in a Greco-Roman civilization only the people that have something to contribute to the land.  The five important principals that were used in Roman law are very similar to the laws that Americans know today.  Plato, as expressed in his book, The Republic, feels that the state should regulate every aspect of its citizens.  He felt that it should not be divided based on gender, but that it should be divided based on class.  He came up with a three class system including workers, soldiers and philosophers.  The philosophers would be the ones that would rule the state.  They were part of the “elite” class.  Aristotle, one of Plato’s most famous students, also believed that democracy was not the best choice for Greece.  He questioned the way people were to live their lives and how they conducted themselves.  Fifteen hundred years later when Europe was just starting to evolve and create universities and colleges, most of the courses were based off Aristotle’s work.  The U.S. constitution is what America lives by.  It is the set of rules that, over the years, has been amended to fit the current world.  It has been a part of history, and is the basis of America.  It is the blue print of America. The constitution has made it possible for America’s government to remain stable and able to run a country.  Many countries that have a government similar to America’s can also use the constitution to run their government.  Even the U.S. constitution has similarities to the way that Aristotle and Plato think.  Their ideas spread into the western world and gave our founding fathers the basis of their ideas.  Europe, which is where our country originated, if influenced greatly by the way Aristotle and Plato think and how their books have affected the people that read them.  The constitution has been the main reason that everything is working for America.  Without this set of balancing morals and background of the country many say that it is inevitable that America would be still standing in the state that it is in today.  Without the constitution there would be no way that everyone could be treated as equals.  We owe our equality to the constitution and the rules that it stands up to. 
