Chapter 7

The room went silent. Even the music seemed to stop playing.

“Alex, I’m not so sure this is a god plan!” Mackenzie stated. “ I mean if we get caught that will be it for us.”

“ What other choice do we have Mackenzie?” Andrea asked, “ I mean of this Monty person comes through then it wont just be us that gets out. It will be everyone! Wouldn’t that be better? We can shut The Foundation down!”

“She makes some good points Mac! I like this idea I think we should definitely go for it.” Marie agreed.

“Ok no0w that we are all in agreement” Alex said with a quick glare at Mackenzie “I think we should all have an early night. Go get some rest.” With that Alex walked out without another word, obviously expecting the others to do the same.

><><><><><><><><><><><><><

7 hours later it was almost midnight. Nearly time for the changing of the guard. Alex crept to his team’s rooms and woke the girls quietly. If they were going to do this then no one could know until it was too late.

Once everyone was in position Alex gave the signal to begin.

“You might want to move back a bit!” Andrea said to Marie who had been inching her way forward.

Suddenly a huge force field that covered the entire height and width of the hallway exploded from within Andrea, but only in the direction she was facing. Letting it go Andrea directed the field to continue down the hallway before dissipating at the end. This started a fire that quickly took hold and soon the entire hallways as well as the surrounding rooms (their rooms) were ablaze.

This was their distraction. Designed to draw the guards’ attention so that everything else would go unnoticed, or as unnoticed as they could.

“Quickly before the guards arrive!” Alex shouted over the roar of the fire. He then took of in the direction of the other teams’ rooms.

While Andrea had been starting the fire, the others had been waking the other teams on their wing of the sleeping quarters. Convincing them that if they all stuck together they could get out. They were also convincing them to leave the clones.

The ranks of the escapees swelled from 4 to 19 quickly and continued to grow. Everyone helping others, by waking more or by setting traps and watching for the guards. As each hallway was emptied though, Andrea got the last word. With everyone out of the way she would set fire to the hallway the same as she had before.

Despite the patchwork plan that had only been hatched that day, each person worked as extension of the team. Everyone knew what had to be done and did it without question.

Eventually they reached the experimentation and cloning lab. This was where all those people still being used as guinea pigs were being housed. It was also where they would find the missing members of all the teams.

Everyone was found and accounted for. Everyone except Adam. No matter how hard Alex searched he couldn’t find her. Finally Marie and Mackenzie were able to convince him that there was nothing they could do, she wasn’t there and if they didn’t finish the job they had started everyone would die. So Alex turned and started pounding on the wall to the outside. At first just with his fists and then with any of the machines he was able to lift and throw.

While Alex was making a new door, Marie and Mackenzie were downloading all the files from the computers. They made two copies 1 for Monty and 1 for them just in case. Andrea, meanwhile, was keeping watch on the entrance to the lab, with a few of the others. Just in case the guards figured out what was going on. 

Once all of their separate jobs were finished, everyone moved towards the exit. When approximately half of the escapees had exited the guards arrived. As soon as they realised what was going on the guards opened fire. Several people went down under the fire but everyone else either helped the wounded or ran for their lives. Alex and Andrea fought off the guards long enough for everyone else to get out of the building then turned and followed them. 

Running through the new doorway Alex turned to Andrea and said, “ Be careful” before he sped off in the direction of the others while Andrea turned back to the building.

Slowly and with great effort, Andrea built a shield around the building, starting from the base and working her way up.

This shield had been built differently. The energy that caused the fires was directed into the building rather than outside of it.

Andrea quickly turned and ran knowing that she didn’t have much time. Once she reached her friends Andrea had just enough time to turn around and watch as the building exploded. Shrapnel flew everywhere but it was contained within the shield.

“You can let go now,” Marie said quietly from behind her.

As she dropped the shield Andrea almost cried. For those guards and clones that had been trapped inside. But mostly with happiness, that that horrible place was gone.

That’s when the police arrived.

<><><><><><><><><><><><>

Monty calmly walked up to Alex. Clearly she knew why she was there even if the other cops didn’t.

Tucking some of her mousy brown hair behind her ear she asked Alex “So did you get the info?”

Detective Montana Milton was short of stature but large of intimidating. Monty was probably no taller than 5’2”, but with piercing black eyes, creamy brown skin and pursed lips you would swear she was 8 foot.

“Yeah we got it all” Mackenzie said handing over a disk

“So what happens now?” Marie asked.

“Well….” Monty replied “Miss Foxx was taken into custody at her place of residence an hour ago and depending on whether this disk contains the information you claim it should, she will be charged. As for her superiors, assuming she had any and we can find them, they will also be charged. The Foundation will be closed down for good.

“And us?” Andrea added, “What happens to us?”

“You are all free to do whatever you want!” Monty replied. Then she turned and walked back to the other officers.

Everyone else looked at each other. No one sure of anything any more. But that no longer mattered.

Because they were all free

FINALLY FREE

