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Veteran poets go the distance


The author of two previous titles, Crowd Noises and Murder, David Halliday’s latest work, is given over a poetic critque of Humphrey Bogart in every role he played including himself. While Doyle’s work is relatively conventional, Halliday makes demands on his readers.


His writing requires the reader to get involved, see the focus and become part of the book’s footage. Under a less-experienced hand, such demands might not prove worthwhile, but Halliday’s strengths as a poet lie in his ability to edit expertly. The five sections of The Black Bird are titled The Film, The Characters, The Players, A Private Life and An Interview; the work alternates between newsreels, and excerpts from Bogart’s diary.


Whether all that is included here is fact or fiction is not the point; the point is that we are as sure of fiction as we are of fact. Halliday goes the distance proving his point. 

