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Making Movies is an entertaining and from time to time insightful piece of dramatized fiction about the relation​ship of art to reality in the visual media of television and film. Halliday tells us that the concept arose from a surfeit of solemn BBC documentaries on artists and his desire to parody such reverential treatment. Thus the book is a simulta​neous presentation, in television docu​mentary style. of sequences from the great movies of the wholly fictional Ca​nadian director Samuel Bremmer and passages from interviews with the director and his cast and crew. The imagistic film sequences are juxtaposed on the same page with the voice-over sections; sometimes one undercuts the other (“We had some trouble with the back​ground noise’), sometimes they rein​force (“I wanted to say something about the soul of a hero”). Sometimes they are just comic (“Eisenstein has his faces; I have my teeth”).

