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           Guilty Pleasures Offer No Remorse with Wordbeams' Books 

                     Publisher Donates Proceeds to Worthy Causes

PORTLAND, OREGON--An untold amount of money is spent buying gifts during the holiday

season, often leaving shoppers with a guilty conscience as they consider those less fortunate.

Portland Oregon based Wordbeams (wordbeams.com), an electronic publisher of e-books, is

doing its part to helping buyers enjoy purchasing those guilty pleasures without suffering the guilt

pangs often accompanying holiday shopping sprees. "I believe that we reap what we sow," stated

Wordbeams Publisher and CEO, Susan Bodendorfer. "I don't think that any business can be

considered truly successful unless it gives back to the community. At Wordbeams we are fully

committed to donating a portion of our proceeds, and for certain books, the entire proceeds, to

charitable causes."

Just in time for holiday shoppers, Wordbeams is offering three books benefiting charities in the

Portland area. AND THEY CAN COOK, TOO! IN THE KITCHEN WITH WORDBEAMS AUTHORS is a

collection of eighty different recipes from thirty-four contributors. "Our authors hail from all parts of the U.S.

as well as several other countries, so you can imagine the taste-tempting variety of appetizing recipes,"

Bodendorfer said. "The bad news? Readers are going to gain weight--no doubt about it. I know I did while

editing this lip-licking collection. I mean, after all, what kind of editor would I be if I hadn't meticulously

tested each recipe for taste and accuracy?" she continued with a laugh.

"The good news," Bodendorfer added, "is that your purchase will help to support battered women

and children in their quest to gain independence from domestic violence and get their lives back

on track. The entire proceeds for this book will be donated to Raphael House in Portland Oregon."

Since 1977 battered women and children have been coming to Raphael House for safety,

advocacy, and support. Through a myriad of programs including children's programming, a

24-hour crisis line, case management, an emergency shelter, and Oregon's first transitional and

long-term low-income housing programs for battered women, Raphael House has become

Oregon's most comprehensive domestic violence intervention agency for women and children

made homeless by domestic violence. In 1999 alone, Raphael House served more than 3,500

women and children by giving them the opportunity to build a self-sufficient life, free from violence.

The other two guilt free books offered by Wordbeams this season are anthologies. "I'm particularly

fond of anthologies and believe they're a great way for readers to become familiar with the work of

each of these creative writers," Bodendorfer said. "By choice, our anthologies are eclectic in

nature, offering a wide variety of writing styles and subject matter. While we publish fine genre

fiction, as an electronic publishing company, we also have the means and flexibility to offer works

that are outside standard genre fare and more speculative in character. Our anthologies

incorporate an eclectic mix that readers find refreshing and stimulating."

MERRY MUSINGS: A HOLIDAY ANTHOLOGY, features a varied collection from twelve writers.

Readers are treated to a broad range of tales, fourteen in all, focusing on different aspects of the

season. Merriment, joy and mirth; traditional family values; recollections that tug at the heart; and

yes, even the dark side of the season are explored in this compilation. Romance lovers needn't

fear, there's plenty here to make them swoon. And a liberal sprinkling of humor is employed to

lighten holiday stress. 

A portion of the proceeds for MERRY MUSINGS will be donated to The Portland Rescue Mission in

Portland Oregon. This facility ministers to a diverse homeless population that includes the

mentally ill, drug addicts, disabled individuals, and veterans. The organization's services and

programs include serving meals, providing shelter beds, distributing clothing, supplying shower

facilities and toiletries, providing referrals to appropriate agencies, running rehabilitation

programs, providing vocational training, and assisting with job searches. 

In the third book Wordbeams book benefiting charity this season, SCRATCHING THE SURFACE:

AN ANTHOLOGY OF DIVERSE FICTION, a dozen Wordbeams authors have cooked up a baker's

dozen of scintillating fiction delights guaranteed to satisfy readers who crave something … a bit

different. Just the right number of cooks in the kitchen came together to take one vial of murder,

mystery and mayhem; sift in a pound of suspense; drizzle amply with paradox; whisk in a few

crimson droplets of horror; and add a grating of science-fiction. They greased the pan with

speculation, poured in the lively mass and let it rise until rife with appeal. Baked until just the right

cutting edge was achieved, the final product was glazed with a wry sense of humor. "And now we

proudly serve their joint effort to our readers on an electronic platter," Bodendorfer said.

A portion of the proceeds for SCRATCHING THE SURFACE will be donated to Doernbecher

Children's Hospital in Portland Oregon. This facility, affiliated with the Oregon Health Sciences

University, provides medical care and treatment for children regardless of the family's ability to

pay. All monies donated by Wordbeams will benefit the children directly.   

All future Wordbeams multi-author anthologies will also have a portion of the proceeds donated to

charitable causes according to Bodendorfer. "We have a humor anthology in the works benefiting

RX for Laughter, and a children's anthology benefiting Toys for Tots. And we have numerous

other anthologies in the works, including a poetry anthology, several genre anthologies, and

several general fiction (literary) anthologies."

AND THEY CAN COOK, TOO!, MERRY MUSINGS, and SCRATCHING THE SURFACE, are

available in various formats from the Wordbeams website (http://www.wordbeams.com) and as a

Rocket Editions for the Rocket eBook from Powell's (http://www.powells.com/rocketeditions.html)

and Barnes and Noble Online (http://barnesandnoble.com) 

For more information, contact Bodendorfer at publisher@wordbeams.com, or visit the Wordbeams

website at http://www.wordbeams.com.  

